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Syria: ll.S.-lsrael talks ‘real test 1 

SSm*!' Syria Monday urged U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton jo press hardline- Israeli Prime Min- 

Brayamm Netanyahu in talks this week not to 

l and " for ‘P eace ” Principle underpinnine 
the MiAUe East peace process. Official Syrian media 
said talks between the two men in Washington Tues- 
day would be a ^eal test” for the United States "It 
wodd be very helpful that the Clinton administration 
inform Mr. Netanyahu officially that any rejection of 
the basis and principles of the peace process... does 
not mean that Israel was only retracting from the 
peace process, but also destroying it.” the ruling 
Baath Party newspaper A1 Baarh said. 
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5 dead as Libyan police, militants clash 

MERSA MATRUH, Egypt (R) — Five people were 
killed in the Libyan coastal town of Benghazi after 
police clashed with Muslim militants rampaging through 
the town, travellers arriving in Egypt said Monday.They 
said a police lieutenant-colonel and two militants were 
shot dead in the gun battle that took place Sunday in the 
Bericah district of Benghazi. Police later tracked down 
the militant group's leader, gunned him down and parad- 
ed his body through the town on a track, the travellers 
added. To avenge the police officer's death, his brother 
also stormed the house of one of the dead militants and 
killed a member of his family, they said. According to 
the travellers, Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi has told 
security officers to shoot on sight members of the 
Islamist groups opposed to his rule. 
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Russia gives 
ultimatum to 
0 Chechens 

MOSCOW (R) — The 
commander of Russian 
forces in Chechenya gave 
the leader of the region's 
separatist rebels a 24-hour 
deadline Monday to hand 
over all their prisoners, 
ITAR-TASS news agency 
said. In a further sign of 
mounting tension between 
the two sides that has 
strained last month’s shaky 
ceasefire agreement. Gen- 
eral Vyacheslav Tikhomi- 
rov said he would “take 
appropriate measures” if 
the rebels did not hand over 
all their prisoners by 6 p m, 
(1400 GMT) Tuesday. Gen. 
Tikhomirov, who had earli- 
er denied a report he was 
about to be transferred 
from Chechenya. said Mr. 
_ Yandarbiyev’s representa- 
• rives must make concrete 
proposals by II a.m. (0700 
GMT) Tuesday. The TASS 
report from Chechenya did 
not specify what steps he 
would take if the sepa- 
ratists failed to comply. 
The number of prisoners 
held is unclear but some 
reports have put the figure 
at something over 1,000 on 
either side. 

Man on rampage 
hurts 9 in U.K. 
school 

LONDON (R) — A man 
wielding a machete at- 
tacked six children, a wo- 
man teacher and two other 
adults at a primary school 
« in the central England city 
of Wolverhampton, police 
said Monday. Three adults 
and four children who were 
stabbed at St. Luke’s 
Church of England Infants 
') School were being treated 
■ at a local hospital. An 
ambulance spokeswoman 
said one child had severe 
lacerations to the right arm 
and the others, including 
the teacher, bad stab 
wounds to the face and 
neck. A doctor at New 
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Cross .hospital in Wolver- 

hampton told Reuters one 
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to be life-threatening. “The 
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Midlands Police said. 
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this northwest German spa 
town Monday for three 
days of treatment for a fail- 
ing heart and other health 
problems. Indonesian Min- 
ister for Research and 
Technology Bacharudin 
Jusuf Habibie confirmed 
ihat the president was 
undergoing treatment at 
Bad Oeynhausen. 

Clinton meets with 
Polish president 

WASHINGTON {AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton pro- 
mised Polish President 
Aleksander Kwasniewski 
Monday that he would 
press for. NATO expansion 
but refused to commit to an 
accelerated timetable. 
“Make no mistake about it, 
NATO will expand,” Mr. 
Clinton said ahead of the 
meeting at the White 
House. But he stressed that 
. . the gradual approach to en- 
larging the North Allantic 
Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) would continue 
apace. “The process will 
continue and will bear fruit 
in the way we have done 
it,” he said. 


Kabariti: Increase in bread 
prices will not affect citizens 

Opposition deputies urge alternative 
solutions to budget deficit problem 


By Tareq Momani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
stressed Monday that plans 
to lift subsidies from wheat 
will not lead to an increase 
in the prices of bread for 
citizens who will be re- 
ceiving annual payments to 
offset the increase in the 
cost. 

Mr. Kabariti told an infor- 
mal meeting of members of 
the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment that the government is 
working out a plan under 
which every Jordanian citi- 
zen will receive an yearly 
payment to offset the inc- 
rease in the price of bread. 

“Every Jordanian citizen 
will receive a JD15.260 
every year to offset differ- 


ences between the current 
and new prices of bread to 
ensure that no one will be 
affected.” Mr. Kabariti told 
Parliament members who 
called the meeting to dis- 
cuss the government plans 
to lift subsidies from wheat 
and its impact on citizens. 

“By providing the annual 
subsidy to Jordanians, the 
government will be paying 
a total of JD64 million from 
the state treasury,” addin g 
that the decision in this 
matter was based on a care- 
ful study, which also rec- 
ommended that the govern- 
ment offer bread free of 
charge to every needy 
groups registered with the 
National Aid Fund. 

Mr. Kabariti's statement 
came one day after a new 
coalition of nine opposition 


parties warned the govern- 
ment of “public disorder” if 
it raised the prices of bread. 

The parties, citing the 
riots which erupted in Ma- 
an in 1989 when the gov- 
ernment attempted to raise 
the prices of fuel, said that 
the people’s reaction would 
be unpredictable if prices 
were actually increased. 

“Nobody can predict or 
control people’s acts when 
they feel that they will 
starve a spokesman for 
the coalition said Sunday. 

But the prime minister 
said people will not be pay- 
ing more for bread. Once 
the cash subsidy is distrib- 
uted to citizens, he said. the 
prices of bread will be 
floated and sold at the rate 
of 250 fils per kilogramme. 
The annual payment to the 


people will offset the inc- 
rease in the price, he said. 

“The government is com- 
mitted to paying the cash 
subsidies for the bread even 
when the actual bread pri- 
ces have dropped,” accord- 
ing to Mr. Kabariti. 

“We believe that there has 
been a waste of much of the 
subsidies for bread so far 
because the subsidy used to 
benefit tourists, guest work- 
ers, hotels and others,” he 
said. According to govern- 
ment estimates, the country 
hosts 400,000 non-Jordani- 
ans and received 1.2 million 
tourists last year. 

“This government is deal- 
ing with this sensitive issue 
with all responsibility and it 
realises that if the present 

(Continued on page 7) 
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‘Israeli army ready and waiting to quit Hebron 

-TPRRnM Wi-cf Ranlr l AhHl Fclamif’ ciiirnfU hnmhinac in niArt ” caiH Rut PolMtinian 


HEBRON. West Bank (AFP) 
— The Israeli army is ready 
to withdraw from the West 
Bank town of Hebron as soon 
as the government decides it. 
West Bank Commander 
Gaby Ophir said Monday. 

“Die army is ready to 
implement at any time a deci- 
sion at the political level on 
its redeployment in Hebron,” 
General Ophir told state 
radio. 

Hebron is the only West 
Bank town still under Israeli 
occupation. Under the auton- 
omy accords, the Israeli army 
was to pull out of most of the 
town by March 28. 

But die redeployment was 
postponed after a wave of 


Islamic suicide bombings in 
Israel, and Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu says 
he is still debating what to do 
next 

Gen. Ophir's comments 
came as Mr. Netanyahu was 
to head to Washington, where 
U.S. officials see a Hebron 
pullback as a key test of the 
new right-wing leader’s com- 
mitment to peace. 

The general also warned 
Palestinians against carrying 
out recent threats to launch a 
new intifida or uprising 
against Israeli occupation. 

“We will not tolerate that 
the Jews of Hebron cannot go 
freely to the Tomb of the 
Patriarchs or to their place of 


work,” he said. 

The Tomb of the Patriarchs 
is holy to Jews and Muslims 
alike. 

Some 400 militant Jewish 
settlers Eve in the heart of 
Hebron, surrounded by 
120,000 Palestinian inhabi- 
tants. 

Hebron Mayor Mustafa 
Natshe warned Friday that 
the patience of Arab inhabi- 
tants was at “breaking point” 
because of the delayed rede- 
ployment 

Mr. Netanyahu has hinted 
be may decide on a small er- 
scale pullback than that set 
out in the autonomy accords, 
expanding the Jewish-con- 
rrolled areas of the town. 


But Palestinian Planning 
Minister Nabil Shaath 
warned Sunday: “We are not 
ready to negotiate what has 
already beensigrhsd.’’ 

Meanwhile, Israeli soldiers 
who stopped a car near the 
West Bank flashpoint of 
Hebron beat two Palestinian 
occupants so severely as they 
required hospital treatment in 
Israel, witnesses said Mon- 
day. 

They said troops struck 
Adrian Kawasme, 25, and his 
brother Anwar, 22, repeated- 
ly on the head and body after 
searching their car Sunday 
night at a check-point beside 
the settlement of Kiryat Arba, 
a Jewish militant stronghold. 


Netanyahu leaves 
for U.S. to discuss 
peace policies 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu left Monday for 
his first trip to Washington 
in hopes of winning Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton's support 
for his tough stance in 
Mideast peace talks. 

Mr. Netanyahu will also 
direct his visit at Wall 
Street, lobbying for invest- 
ment after his cabinet 
approved an austerity plan, 
the new prime minister 
says will revitalise Israel's 
economy. 

News reports said Mon- 
day that Mr. Netanyahu 
would tell Mr. Clinton he 
planned to meet with Yass- 
er Arafat following a meet- 
ing between the Palestinian 
leader and Foreign Minister 
David Levy. 

Mr. Netanyahu has said 
he would meet with Mr. 
Arafat only if he deemed it 
necessary to Israel’s securi- 
ty. Palestinians have com- 
plained about a lack of 
communication with the 
new government 

In gesture to the Palestini- 
ans, Mr. Netanyahu is also 
expected to propose a sig- 
nificant easing of the four- 
month closure of the West 
Bank and Gaza that has 
devastated the Palestinian 
economy, reports said. 

However, Mr. Netanyahu 
rold army radio he does not 
intend to raise the issue of 
the Israel’s much-delayed 
pullout from Hebron, the 
fast West Bank town under 


Israeli occupation. 

“I am considering the 
issue and I intend first of all 
to discuss the issue with my 
colleagues in the cabinet.” 
Mr. Netanyahu told army 
radio. 

“I think a hasty move in 
Hebron or anywhere else 
can lead to violence and a 
deterioration of security 
that will hurt both the peace 
process and the Palestini- 
ans.” 

As opposition leader in 
the previous parliament, 
Netanyahu opposed the 
Israel- Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) auton- 
omy agreement that stipu- 
lated a withdrawal from 
Hebron, home to 450 Jew- 
ish settlers and 94,000 
Arabs. He has been vague 
on the issue since his May 
29 election. 

The prime minister and 
his wife Sarah turned and 
waved as they boarded an 
Israeli Air Force plane 
Monday along with their 
two young sons. 

The prime minister will 
also bring new information 
linking Syria to various ter- 
rorist groups, Israel’s Chan- 
nel 2 television said Sun- 
day. 

Mr. Netanyahu has criti- 
cised Damascus for har- 
bouring terrorist groups 
and for supporting Hizbol- 
lah guerrillas fighting Israel 
in South Lebanon. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Muasher stresses need for 
ministry- JPA cooperation 


AMMAN ( Petra) — Min- 
ister of Information Mar- 
wan Muasher Monday 
stressed the need for coop- 
eration between the Min- 
istry of Information and 
Jordan Press Association 
(JPA), pointing out that 
turning Jordan Radio aod 
Television Corporation and 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, into independent 
institutions aims to give 
much more freedom to the 
official media apparata. 

Dr. Muasher said during 
a visit to JPA that the gov- 
ernment considered giving 
the Jordanian press more 
freedom. 

The minister said during 
the last meeting with the 
prime minister, the govern- 
ment studied reformulating 


JPA’s law, pointing the 
government’s willingness 
to discuss the new draft 
law with JPA council mem- 
bers. 

“The government consid- 
ers any amendment to the 
Press and Publications 
Law. Although a journalist 
should express his views 
freely he is responsible for 
what he writes,” the minis- 
ter said 

The newly-elected JPA 
President Seif A1 Sherif 
said: “We welcome this 
visit which is a sign of 
democracy. It highlights 
the need to enhance rela- 
tions between the ministry 
and JPA to better serve 
journalism in the King- 
dom.” 



Turkish Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan (left) is congratulated by Ms Islam-based 
Welfare Parly MPs Monday after winning a narrow confidence vote in parliament in 
Ankara (Renters photo) ‘ 

Turkey Islamists crown 
marathon bid for power 


ANKARA (R) — Prime 
Minister Necmettin Erbakan 
on Monday crowned his 
marathon bid for power with 
a narrow confidence vote 
win that shattered secular 
Turkey's decades-old taboo 
against political Islam. 

Parliament voted narrowly 
to approve Mr. Erbakan’s 
coalition with the pro- West- 
ern conservative True Path 
Party of Thnsu Ciller, ratify- 
ing Islamist control of the 
government for the first time 
in the 73 years of the Turkish 
republic. 

“A new era has begun in 
Turkey,” Mr. Erbakan told 
parliament after the result 
“We wiD work day and night 
with the spirit of worship.” 

The moment of triumph 
for Mr. Erbakan, 70, and his 
Welfare Party followed 
months of deft political 
manoeuvres that has forced 
the secularist elite to cede 
the Isl amis ts a permanent 
place at Turkey's political 
table. 

Forced into opposition 
after narrow victory in gen- 
eral polls last December, 
Welfare threw up legal and 
political roadblocks that 


brought the mainstream par- 
ties to their knees. 

The final step was last 
month's humiliation of Ms. 
Ciller, forced by Mn 
Erbakan to accept a junior 
coalition role with a party 
she had race vilified for 
“sinking the country into 
darkness”. 

“This result began with the 
common sense of the voters 
in December.. .and it ends six 
months of political crisis 
after crisis,” the victorious 
Mr. Erbakan — widely 
known by the Muslim hon- 
ourific hoja, or teacher — 
told the parliament. 

Turkey’s financial markets 
and business community, 
previously wary of die 
Islamists, have welcomed an 
end to the political uncer- 
tainty. 

The Istanbul Stock Market 
index closed 1.37 per cent 
higher at a new all-time high 
of 73.53 1 .30 shortly after tibe 
vote. 

Mr. Erbakan, junior coali- 
tion partner in three govern- 
ments in the 1970s, has late- 
ly cast aside much of his rad- 
ical rhetoric and concentrat- 
ed instead on assembling the 


building blocks of a future 
Islam-based state. 

He has disavowed pledges 
to pull Turkey from the 
Western alliance, abolish 
interest payments, introduce 
a pan-Islamic currency and 
kill an unpopular military 
pact with Israel. 

However, political ana- 
lysts say this moderation is 
designed to defuse alarm 
among the secularists, in 
particular the army, and 
allow Welfare to get on with 
the more immediate task of 
attracting fresh voters to its 
vision. 

Support for Welfare has 
leaped as the ruling elite 
turned a blind eye to the eco- 
nomic and spiritual needs of 
the masses. Scattered local 
polls in June saw Welfare 
win 33.5 percent of the vote, 
up sharply from 21 per cent 
in December’s general elec- 
tion. 

“They are seeking popular 
support by solving the daily 
problems of the poor, of civil 
servants, the unemployed, 
workers and fanners,” com- 
mentator Sami Kohen said 
after the vote. 


Sensational revelations at publisher's trial 

Intelligence officers say accused was on CD) payroll 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Sensa- 
tional revelations were 
made Monday at the trial of 
a weekly newspaper pub- 
lisher who continues to 
plead innocent to the 
charges of conscious pos- 
session of counterfeit bank 
notes with intelligence offi- 
cers saying that the accused 
was on their payroll. 

Three Central Intelli- 
gence Department (CID) 
officers, including Major 
General Samih Bino, who 
testified at the trial of Nayef 
Tawara at the State Security 
Court, said that Mr. Tawara 


had for years provided the 
CID with information in 
return for a JD50 monthly 
payment. 

But the relationship with 
Mr. Tawara, they said, was 
terminated on Dec. 31, 
1995 because he was no 
longer following orders. 

The lawyer of Mr. 
Tawara, publisher of A1 
Bilad weekly tabloid, told 
the court that his client 
would not add to his origi- 
nal defence statement pre- 
sented to the court at earlier 
sessions. The defence 
pleaded that Mr. Tawara 


was not consciously in pos- 
session of the forged 
money. 

Mr. Tawara was arrested 
in possession of $100,000 in 
forged U.S. bank notes 
placed in an envelope in his 
car, according to the charge 
filed by the prosecutor gen- 
eral. The accused claimed 
that an Iraqi named Jassem 
Obeidi met him in Wasfi AJ 
Tell Street and handed him 
die envelope. He insists, 
however, that be was not 
aware of the contents of the 
envelop and that he was 
heading to a police station 


to report the encounter to it 
when he was arrested. 

One of the prosecution’s 
witnesses, Major Hamad 
Thalji. said he examined 
the cash which was found 
in the possession of the 
accused and discovered that 
it was foiged. 

At Monday’s session, the 
prosecutor general present- 
ed his final s umm ation, 
demanding that the court 
find the accused guilty as 
charged and President of 
the Court Judge Yusouf 
Faouri set July 18 as the 
date for passing* the verdict. 


Legal sources say that Mr. 
Tawara’s main defence at 
the trial is that he was not 
aware of the contents of the 
envelope which contained 
the forged money and his 
lawyer is thus demanding 
that his client be found 
innocent because the charge 
is conscious possession of 
forged moneys 
If Mr. Tawara is acquitted 
from this charge, he is 
expected to stand trial in a 
criminal court on charges of 
receiving payment from 
foreigners. 



2 Home & Middle East News 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, July 9, 1996 



A fghani premier warns Taliban of counterattack 


KABUL (AFP) — 
Afghanistan’s new premier, 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, has 
issued a stem warning to 
the Taliban besieging Kabul 
telling his cabinet govern- 
ment troops would soon 
counterattack, officials said 
Monday. 

Chairing his first cabinet 
meeting since taking office, 
Mr. Hekmatyar __ told 
defence ministry officials at 
Sunday's cabinet session 
that the bloody siege of 
Kabul could not continue 
and that government forces 
would soon strike at the 
militiamen in the southern 
province of Logar. 

“Rockets are indiscri- 
mately hitting Kabul and 
it’s crucial for the people 
that on end should be pur to 
this situation," he told offi- 
cials of the ministry which 
his intelligence chief 
Wahidullah Sabawoon now 
runs. 


“Only the mujahedeen of 
Logar wili be able to push 
the Taliban out but we 
should help the people of 
Logar attain the freedom of 
their province,” he told the 
defence cadres according to 
Kabul Radio. 

Logar, a strategic 
province which lies due 
south of the embattled 
Afghan capital, was a for- 
mer heartland of Hekmat- 
yar's Hezb-i-Islami before 
the Taliban rose to power 
and captured the area last 
year. 

It lies directly behind the 
main Taliban base of Cha- 
rasyab, which is 25 kilome- 
ters south of here and 
which was until 1994 Hek- 
matyar's base, and its 
seizure by the government 
would deal a serious blow 
to the Taliban, analysts here 
said. 

The government launched 
an attack against the Tal- 


iban in two pockets of neig- 
bouring Wardak province in 
April, but the attempt was 
repelled by the militiamen 
who retain full control of 
both Wardak and Logar. 

Mr. Hekmatyar took over 
12 days ago as head of a 
new coalition government 
under a landmark accord 
signed between him and 
President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani. 

The union between Mr. 
Rabbani’s shaky coalition 
government and Mr. Hek- 
matyar was seen by many 
analysts here as being 
mainly aimed at forming a 
joint military alliance 
against the Taliban. 

The new government has 
however denied the claim, 
saying the alliance was part 
of an “axis for peace” and 
was not aimed at continuing 
the fighting which has 
wracked Afghanistan for 
nearly 17 years. 


Mr. Hekmatyar’s strong 
comments on possible 
future military operations 
around Kabul came just two 
days after eight people were 
killed and 26 others injured 
in a Taliban shell attack on 
Kabul, officials said. 

The bombardment came 
after the premier's arrival in 
Kabul last month, his first 
time here in 16 years, was 
marked by the heaviest and 
most murderous rocket and 
shell barrage of the city for 
more than a year. 

At least 64 civilians were 
killed and 140 wounded 
during a day of salvoes 
which officials here said 
were fired by the Taliban in 
a bid to prevent Mr. Hek- 
matyar’s arrival and his 
inauguration as prime min- 
ister. During Sunday’s cabi- 
net meeting, Hekmatyar 
told his six new ministers 
sworn in on Saturday as 
well as 20 caretaker minis- 


ters that government expen- 
diture must be cut 

He said the vast and 
unwieldy civil service 
should be trimmed back to 
“avoid over-employment 
and to economise on expen- 
diture,” Kabul radio said. 

The prime minister 
ordered the setting up of a 
commission to examine 
cutting costs in the state 
media sector by “reconsid- 
ering the publication of 
some necessary and unnec- 
essary periodicals," it said. 

His comments came two 
days after he launched a 
ferocious attack on Kabul's 
tiny foreign press corps, 
accusing them of spreading 
“baseless propaganda” and 
"analysing!” events “instead 
of reporting." Mr. Hekmat- 
yar said mat as guests in 
Kabul, foreign journalists 
should not be allowed to 
“undermine government 
programmes." 


Arafat under fire for 
West Bank land grab 


JENID. West Bank (AFP) — 
Palestinians demonstrated 
Monday against President 
Yasser Arafat’s plans to build 
a new home in the north of 
the West Bank on land which 
they farm. 

Some 50 villagers, mainly 
women, from Jenid near 
Nablus set up tents on the dis- 
puted land and hung banners 
which read “Yes to democra- 
cy, no to personal power." 

They said Nablus munici- 
pality planned to seize five 
hectares of common land, 
fanned by all Jenid villagers, 
to build an official residence 
for Mr. ArafaL 

So far they hare kept town 
hall surveyors and labourers 
at bay. mainly by throwing 
stones. Nablus Mayor Bas- 
sam Shakaa has resorted to 


sending workers under the 
protection of crack Palestin- 
ian marines. 

Khaled Jnidi. a spokesman 
for the village, said inhabi- 
tants were now seeking legal 
action to prevent Mr. Arafat's 
home being built 

“We demand that work 
stops until the court makes a 
decision," he said. 

Nablus town hall argues it 
has the right to dispose of 
what was considered state 
land under Jordan’s adminis- 
tration of the West Bank 
before the Israeli occupation 
of 1967. 

Jenid is perched on a hill- 
top overlooking Nablus. Both 
were handed over to Palestin- 
ian control at the end of last 
year under the Israeli-PLO 
autonomy accords. 


Palestinian support for peace 
at all-time high, poll shows 


NABLUS. West Bank (AFP) 
— Palestinian support for the 
peace process is at its highest 
point since the launch of 
autonomy in 1994 despite the 
election of a rightwing hard- 
line government in Israel, a 
poll showed Monday. 

A total of 81.1 per cent of 
Palestinians from the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip ques- 
tioned by the Centre for Pales- 
tine Research and Studies sup- 
port the continuation of the 
peace process with Israel and 
just 12.5 per cent oppose it. 

Support for peace has risen 
since a similar poll in March 
— before the election of Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu in Israel — when 
78 per cent backed the contin- 
uation of peace talks and 16 


per cent opposed it 
In the March poll, almost 
half of Pales tinians said the 
peace process stood a better 
chance under the Labour Party 
than under Mr. Netanyahu's 
rightwing Likud with just five 
per cent arguing the opposite. 

But their worst feats appear 
not to have been realised so 
far. One third saw no change 
for peace prospects after 
Likud's May 29 election victo- 
ry, one third was optimistic 
and the other third pessimistic. 

Nevertheless, Palestinians 
are split over whether talks on 
a final settlement with Israel 
can resolve the thorny prob- 
lems of Jerusalem, refugees, 
borders and settlements. 

Forty-eight per cent said die 
problems were insurmount- 


able, whereas 44 per cent 
believed they could be solved. 

Mr. Netanyahu has ruled out 
any discussions on the future 
of Jerusalem and the return of 
refugees to the territories, and 
rejected the creation of a 
Palestinian state. The Pales- 
tinians want East Jerusalem, 
annexed by Israel in 1967. as 
die capital of a future state. 

Most of the Palestinians 
questioned said Yasser Arafat's 
Palestinian National Authority 
could not depend on Arab 
countries to support diem in 
obtaining their demands. 

Asked about die perfor- 
mance of the Palestinian 
authority. 56 percent said they 
trusted it to improve their lives 
while 21 said die contrary. 



fnnsporl Nasser At Lt 

**» “ n 

liTA opens regi< 

jjtial study foi 
jrport complet 


B> Lim 3 


\abil 


compel--. ■■ - n - 
?5dv on 

.nrren -'qy™ 


YITZHAK MORDECHAI MEETS LAHAD: Israeli Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai embraces Antoine Lahad, (Right), commandor of the pro-Israeli Sooth 
Lebanon Army (SLA), in Tel Aviv Monday. The SLA, Israel's client militia, patrols the 
Jewish state’s narrow south Lebanon occupation zone (Reuters photo) 


3 Flights a week 


welcome on board 



Austrian Airlines 
Shmeisani, Opposite 
Commodore Hotel 
Tel: 694604 , 693845 . 660449 


G. S. A: 

Petra Travel 
& Tourism 
Tel: 700754, 613670 


Arrival 

Departure 

Flight days 

Destination 

19:05 

15:50 

Sat, Moo, Wed 

Amman - Vienna 

15:00 

10:10 

Sat. Moo, Wed 

Vienna - Amman 


To enjoy our 
grand Business Class 
On Longhaul Routes from 
Vienna to Almaty, 

New York, Washington D.C., 
Chicago, Johannesburg, 
Beijing and Tokyo 


— s 


Saudi royals enjoyed lush life during Phoenix stay 


PHOENIX (AP) — She strived 
here nearly two years ago under 
a tightly woven veil of secrecy 
and left two weeks ago just as 
quietly. 

But in her royal wake. Ai 
Anud Bint Musaid Ben Jfiuwi, 
otherwise known as the wife of 
the Saudi Arabian king, left 
behind rales of rented Persian 
rugs, $100 tips and shopping 
sprees of super bowl propor- 
tion. 

King Fahd’s wife — only 
Westerners incorrectly refer to 
her as the queen — arrived in 
Phoenix in October 1994 for 
spine surgery at Barrow Neuro- 
logical Institute. 

Her recovery at Barrow was 
expected to take only three 
weeks but lasted four months 
because of her frail health and 
the fact that her bones didn't 
knit well. 

After her release, she stayed 
around for months, shopping, 
eating out, watching movies 
and strolling through her afflu- 
ent Paradise Valley neighbour- 


hood, said the businesses' that 
catered to her and her 
entourage, which at times was 
as large as 300. 

The king’s wife left June 23 
for Los Angeles, where she wifi 
stay awhile before heading 
home. 

Her visit to Barrow came with 
only two days notice. Over one 
weekend, representatives of the 
Saudi embassy flew in and pre- 
pared the centre's entire seventh 
floor. 

Patients were moved, rooms 
were repainted and Persian car- 
pets hauled in. Nurses went to 
etiquette classes. A chef from 
the Arizona Biltmore Resort 
was hired to prepare meals. A 
satellite dish was installed to 
receive communications from 
Saudi Arabia. 

Dr. Vblker Son n lag, the neu- 
rological surgeon chosen by the 
royal couple, remembers walk- 
ing down a corridor filled with 
flowers from heads of state. 

“Walking down the hallway 
was like you were walking in a 


' rose garden." he said. 

A week after the king’s wife 
left Barrow, the Saudis dis- 
pensed envelopes with money 
to the hospital staff, even the 
janitors, who had cared for her. 
Employees, however, were told 
to return the gratuities. 

The royal treatment went 
beyond hospital corridors. 

While the king's wife was 
recuperating in Barrow, the 
royal family started renting 
floors of rooms at the Biltmore 
and the Phoenician. Employees 
said they remembered the Saud- 
is rewarding generously for 
good service — even $100 tips 
for bottled -water deliveries. 

A 38-year-old Phoenix 
woman said she was eating 
alone at a Scottsdale restaurant 
when a Saudi from the 
entourage introduced himself 
by buying a 5100 bottle of 
champagne. 

Within an hour or two, he had 
bought more champagne, 
drinking only a glass or two 
before asking for another bottle 


that was colder. ‘ 7 

Once the king's wife was 
released from Barrow, the fami- 
ly set up residence in Paradise 
Valley, renting six homes for 
$30,000 to $50,000 each, said 
neighbours and a real-estate 
agent. They threw elaborate 
birthday parties with clowns (, 
and ponies. Children from near- 
by homes were invited and 
given $30 electronic games as 
party favours. 

Saudi limos often were seen 
parked outside Saks Fifth 
Avenue and one Saudi woman 
reportedly paid cash for 
$30,000 worth of jewellery at a 
Scottsdale jewelry store. 

Despite the shopping sprees, 
Frank Simone, owner of Pre- 
mier Limo. said the Saudis 
were too savvy to indulge in 
any whimsical purchases. 

The family, which at one time 
had as many as 58 of Premier's 
cars standing by. preferred the 
anonymity of sedans to stretch 
limos. But they wanted the cars 
at a good price, he said. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
TcL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
15:00 Iris The Happy Professor 

15:15 Captain Planet 

15 JO Hot Shots 

16:00 Bob Morrison Show 

16:30 ALF 

17:00 News Flash 

17:02 Sciences Cartoon 

17:15 La Vie Dm ant Moi 

17:30 Pyramids 

18:00 Medical Magazine — 
Savuir Plus Same 


19:00 .. 


19:15 .. 

—Mjcazinc — Ushuoia 

19:30 .. 


19:35 .. 


20:00.. 
20 JO .. 


21:10 ... 


22:00.. 


22:30 .. 


23:15 ... 


23:45 ... 

My Two Wives 

PRAYER TIMES 

03:58... 


05:32... 


12:41 ... 


16:12 ... 


19:40 ... 


21:23 ... 



CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh.Tei.Slfl740 
Assemblies nr God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 


De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
TeL 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

German -speaking Evangelical 

Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church oT Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

Hie Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Relative warm weather condi- 
tions will prevail with tempera- 
lures slightly above average and 
winds northwesterly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

MinTMax. temp. 


Amman 21/34 

Aqaba 26/40 

Deserts 19/37 

Jordan Valley 23/39 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 33, Aqaba 39 Humidity 
readings: Amman 42 per cent, 
Aqaba 35 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Fakher Belbeisi 663412 

Dc Mazen AI NbaE 830435 

Dr. Abdul Majid Al Sha’er 

790405 

Dr. Fayez Dabbas 759155 

Ferdows pharmacy .778336 

AIAsema pharmacy ....637055 

Al Salom pharmacy 636730 

Yacoab pharmacy ......644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ...637660 
Nalraukh pharmacy ....623672 

N^jib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dn Ahmad Qanu 2S14S4 

AJ Quds pharmacy _..J — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Mazen AlSafarinl 985832 
Khalifeh pharmacy ...... 9854 17 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre ...6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Dept 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue .630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ..199 


Rescue Police 192, 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank .775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

— 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance). 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis „..6231Q1 

Ahdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television .7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 ! I 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electrkity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khafidi Matemity.....6442S 1/6 
Akfleh Maternity 642441/2 


Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ......636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani ....60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital .....845845 
Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-AhB, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Mubsyreen 777101/3 

Al -Bashir. 775111/26 

Army, Marka .. 89161 1/15 

Queen AM Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 

and Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

„„„(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital .409)986732 
AJ Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

— - (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 
102)247100 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 
ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
04i30 Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur, 
New Delhi (RJ) 


08:00 Damascus I RJ) 

08:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

10:15 ..Abu Dhabi. AT Ain (RJ) 

10:20 Beirut (RJ) 

10:35 Muscat, Dubai (RJj 

lOafl Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

14:05. New York (RJ) 

17:20. Cairo (RJ) 

17 JO J-ondon (RJ) 

17:40 Frankfurt (RJ) 

18:25 Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 
Other Flights 

09:15 Cairo (MS) 

13:40 Abu Dhabi I GF) 

14:00 .Riyadh (SV) 

14:00 ....Munich. Aleppo (YP) 

14:10 Frankfurt (YP) 

16:00 ....Rome (A Z) 

16:30 Dubai (EK) 

19:35 Amsterdam (KL> 

20:20 London iBA) 

20:20 .Aden (IY) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

22.-00 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

00:55 Bucharest (RO) 

03:00 .Kuwait (KL) 

Royal Wings (RYY) Flights 

09:50 — .Aqaba fRWj 

19:45 .Tel Aviv iRW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06 J5 .Beirut (RJ) 

09:30 Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 

12:10 Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 
12:15 Amsterdam. Montreal. 
Toronto (RJ) 

13:W) Geneva. Brussels (RJ) 

13:10 Paris iRJ) 


13:15 Cairo (RJ) 

14:05 London iRJ) 

14:55 „ -Madrid (RJ) 

19:35 - Beirut. Lamaca (RJ) 

21:20 Jeddah (RJ> 

21:45 Damascus (RJ) 

22:20 ...Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

22 JO Kuala Lumpur. Singapore 
(RJ) 

03:00 Doha (RJ) 

03 JO Dhahran (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

09:15 London (BA) 

10:15 ....Cairo (MS) 

14:30 Abu Dhabi. Al 'Ain Mus- 
cat (GF) 

15:30 Riyadh (SV) 

15:45 Munich (YP) 

12:00 Rome(AZ) 

17i30 Dubai (EK) 

20:45 -.Kuwait (KL) 

21:20 .Aden (IY) 

23:00 Tel Aviv (LY) 

01^5 Bucharest (RO) 

04:00 Amsterdam ( KL) 

04:00 Beirut, Athens (OA) 

08:45 London (ME) 

09:15 London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
10:00 Aqaba (Marka Airport 
(RW) 

20:30 Aqaba (Marka Airport 
proceeding to QAIAj (RW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dep. Amman 8:00 am. every 
Monday 

Arn Damascus 5:00 p.m. every 
Mondny 


Dep. Damascus 
every Sunday 

Arr. Amman 5 KM) pjm. every 
Sundav 
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L’pperfb*er price m fils per kg. 


„ .. 800/500 

Apple 

.700/500 


Banana I mukhammar) .520/520 

Banana (imported). 

830/600 

Cabbage 

i avi no 

Carrot 

140/80 

Cauliflower. 

25(W80 

Cucumber (large) .. 

130/80 

Eggplant. 

..._.J9(W20 

Garlic 

650/400 

Lemon 

750/500 

Marrow (large) 

160/100 

Marrow t small) 

— ■260/170 

Mulukhiah .............. 

170/100 

Onion fdrv) 

130/80 

Okra 

800/500 

Oranae 

.400/300 

Plumb 

Pea..... 

— 380/280 

Peach 

_ JS70/400 

Pepper (hot) 

„,„32fl/200 

Pepper (sweet) 

350/200 

Potato 

„._28tV180 

String Bean... _ 

370/250 

Sweet melon 

....-280/1BO 


Tomato 1 10/70 

Water melon 110/70 
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Jordan Times, Tuesday, July 9, 1996 
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Minister of TVansport Nasser A1 Lawzi (centre) and IAIA Director General Pierre 
Jeamuot Monday sign an agreement to open a regional office for IATA in Amman 
( Petra photo) 

IATA opens regional office in Amman 
Initial study for Aqaba regional 
airport completed, awaits approval 
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By Lima Nabil 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An American 
firm has completed an ini- 
tial study on building a 
regional airport in Aqaba 
and die study has now been 
referred to the American, 
Jordanian and Israeli gov- 
ernments, the main parties 
concerned with the project, 
to examine and give final 
approval of the plan. Minis- 
ter of Transport Naser 
Lawzi announced Monday. 

Addressing a press con- 
ference following the con- 
clusion of an agreement on 
the opening of a regional 
office in Amman for the 
International Air Transport 
Association (IATA), the 
minister said that officials 
from the three countries 
have conducted a series of 
meetings to discussthe air- 


port project and have given 
their tentative approval of 
the plan. 

The minister said that the 
decision by the Geneva- 
based IATA to open a 
regional office in Amman 
“reflects the confidence it 
has in the Kingdom.” “This 
agreement is considered to 
be a seal of approval of Jor- 
dan as a country of peace 
and stability and a signifi- 
cant centre for civil avia- 
tion,” added Mr. Lawzi 

IATA Director General 
Piene Jeanniot, who signed 
the agreement of the 
regional office with Me 
Lawzi, told the press con- 
ference that “ Amm an now 
takes its place with Singa- 
pore and Brussels as a 
regional headquarters of 
IATA.” 

“We fed we are playing a 
small part in along-awaited 


process of peace in this 
region, a process which 
leads to greater stability, 
economic devdopment and 
greater prosperity for aD,” 
added Mr. Jeanniot 

“Through this office we 
want to ensure that IATA 
will be ready to serve and 
to meet the expanding 
needs of its members,” be 
said 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
President and Chief Execu- 
tive Officer Nader Dahabi 
told the press conference 
that the government is 
going ahead with the pri- 
vatisation of the national 
carrier. 

RJ officials said that the 
IATA office would organise 
training programmes for 
pilots and proride other 
technical advice to IATA 
member countries in the 
region. . .. 


Children receive awards for 
environment competition 


Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN- Over 200 chil- 
dren from different districts 
in the Kingdom Monday 
received awards for paint- 
ings, poems and short sto- 
ries focusing on the envi- 
ronment in a ceremony held 
under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor at the 
Osama Masbeeni Theatre 
in Jebel Lnwebdeh. 

The childr en were chosen 
from over 3300 partici- 
pants who took part in a 
competition, which was 
organised in cooperation 
with the International 
Chamber of Commerce and 
the Chambers of Com- 
merce and Industry in 


Amman and promoted in A1 
Ra’i Arabic daily over eight 
consecutive weeks. 

On behalf of Queen Noor, 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Ra’ed Ben Zeid praised the 
young artists and awarded 
them the prizes which con- 
sist of different toys and 
items manufactured and 
donated by local private 
companies. 

“These prizes are a gift 
from the private sector to 
the youth, and represent a 
tangible proof of our inter- 
est in their education and 
development,” said Ahmad 
Boran, one of the organis- 
ers of the competition. 

Dr. Boran stressed the 
importance of promoting a 


debate on environmental 
issues among die young- 
sters 2 nd said dial the best 
works presented in the 
competition will be gath- 
ered in a book to be pub- 
lished shortly. 

“In awarding the prizes, 
the jury made sure that they 
were distributed uniformly 
among children from dif- 
ferent geographic areas of 
the Kingdom,” Dr. Boran 
said. 

The ceremony was also 
attended by HRH Prince 
Firas Ben Ra’ed and Mah- 
moud Al Kayed, chairman 
of the board of directors of 
the Jordan Press Founda- 
tion. 
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Jordan, 

Ukraine hold 
talks on energy 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
Monday expressed readiness 
to cooperate with the 
Ukraine in the exploration 
of oil and natural gas in the 
Kingdom. 

Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Hashem 
Dabbas. who met with visit- 
ing Ukrainian Minister of 
Energy Yevgeni Mikbailoric 
and his accompanying dele- 
gation, said Jordan was also 
willing m allow the Nation- 
al Petroleum Company and 
Ukrainian oil firms to cany 
out joint exploration and 
exploitation of natural gas 
and conduct research to 
utilise the country’s oil 
shale in generating electrici- 
ty- 

Dr. Dabbas said that coop- 
eration in these fields could 
be organised under a proto- 
col to be reached through a 
meeting by a joint commit-' 
tee. 

Mr. Mikbailoric said his 
country has more than 100 
years of experience in 
extracting and refining 
petroleum in die former 
Soviet republics as well as 
in Iraq and Algeria . 


Agreement on Aqaba power plant expected this year 

Jordan-Qatar committee concludes talks 


AMMAN (J.T. )— A final 
agreement on the construc- 
tion of a plant for generat- 
ing electricity in Aqaba 
using gas from Qatar is 
expected towards the end of 
1996 upon the completion 
of the feasibility studies, 
Qatari Foreign Minister 
Hamad Ben Jasem Al Tbani 
said Monday. 

Speaking in an interview 
with the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the Qatari 
minister said an American 
firm, Enron Coip., which 
has been contracted to cany 
out the study and set up the 
plant, concluded an agree- 
ment with Jordan and Israel 
to set up a gas-operated 
electricity plant in Aqaba to 


supply the two countries 
with electricity. 

But the minister denied 
earlier reports about an 
agreement allowing Israel 
to purchase gas directly 
from Qatar. 

Sheikh Hamad said that 
tire project, which became 
possible due to the peace 
process, is expected to help 
Jordan. Israel and the Gulf 
countries cooperate in ener- 
gy-related fields. 

According to U.S. Enron 
Cozp. the plant in Aqaba 
would cost $300 million 
and would handle up to 2.5 
milli on tonnes of gas. It 
could sell electricity to Jor- 
dan, Israel and the Palestine 
self rule areas and also mar- 


ket liquefied natural gas to 
the three countries. 

Sheikh Hamad referred to 
a new agreement with Jor- 
dan signed Sunday to pro- 
mote economic and other 
relations and said that it is 
bound to further boost 
bilateral ties. 

The Higher Jordanian 
Qatari committee, which 
concluded two days of talks 
in Amman, pledged to take 
the appropriate measures to 
bolster relations in political, 
economic and social fields 

-Referring to the results of 
the Israeli elections, he said 
Qatar hopes the new Israeli 
government would abide by 
the treaties and accords it 
has signed with the Pales- 


tinians, stressing the com- 
mitment to establishing a 
comprehensive peace in the 
region. 

“It is not in the interest of 
Israel to win the hostility of 
the Arab countries by 
reneging on its pledges and 
commitments,” he said, 
adding that “Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s statements so 
far are discouraging” 

On Qatar’s relations wife 
Bahrain, he said: “die bor- 
der disputes between the 
two countries are now 
being examined by the 
International Court of Jus- 
tice at the Hague. But Qatar 
welcomes any mediation 
from Saudi Arabia or other 


sister countries to settle the 
issue” 

He said that Qatar views 
with deep pain the contin- 
ued suffering of the Iraqi 
people and has been pro- 
viding humanitarian aid to 
them, adding that “the 

embargo on Iraq is hinting 
os all and Qatar will never 
abandon Iraq which consti- 
tutes an important pillar of 
the Arab Nation ” 

Sheikh Hamad said his 
Country seeks to help Iraq 
accept and implement U.N. 
resolutions so as to end the 
embargo. 


Israeli embassy to improve visa application 
process after receiving complaints about delays 


By Amy Henderson 
Iordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Israeli 
Embassy will on Wednesday 
add four employees to its con- 
sulate section which will 
move to a new hall in its cur- 
rent location to help hasten 
the visa application process, 
an embassy spokesman said 
Monday. 

The decision to bring extra 
staff, said embassy 
spokesperson Shalom 
Tourgeman, follows com- 
plaints from Jordanian appli- 
cants that they must queue for 
long periods of time before 
they can apply for a visa and 
that the processing of the 
applications may take weeks 
rather Than days. 

“In June, summer holidays 
began, and we had more peo- 
ple wanting to travel to Israel 
to visit relatives.” said Mr. 
Tomgetaan. /Tn the spring, 
we didn't foresee this 
demand.” 

Long queues behind the 
Forte Grand Hotel are not an 
uncommon right these days. 
Jordanians this summer 
began lining up as early as 3 
and 4 am. to apply for a visa. 


and often never make it 
through the consulate's doors. 

According to Mr. Tourge- 
man, 300 to 400 people arrive 
daily to apply for visas, but 
“(the embassy) can address 
only 100-200 people each 
day.” 

“Many of these come with 
more than one passport and 
apply for their entire family,” 
he said. “At the same time, 
people have to understand 
that we are operating from a 
hotel and we don’t have 
enough employees.” 

The embassyjmrrently has 
a staff of two “handling visa 
applications, which is insuffi- 
cient to meet demand, be 
said.. As of Wednesday, the 
embassy mil employ four 
additional Arabic-speaking 
clerks and move the section 
that handles visas to the lower 
level of the Forte Grand 
nightclub. Jugglers, to 
accommodate more people, 
be said. 

Additionally, said Mr. 
Tourgeman, getting clear- 
ance from the Israeli interior 
ministry is also a slow 
process. As of Monday, he 


said, the embassy was waiting 
for approval from Israel for 
between 500 and 600 applica- 
tions 

The length of time that it 
now takes to process an appli- 
cation is also contingent upon 
whether or not a passport 
holder bad a previous Israeli 
visa, be said. 

“People who have applied 
before and gotten (a visa) 
once before can get (a visa) 
on the same day they apply.” 
be said. “If the applicant is 
new, it should take three to 
five days, but with the extra 
demand of the summer, it is 
taking from one to two 
weeks.” 

Mr. Tourgeman denied that 
it was an unwillingness on 
behalf of Israel to issue visas 
rhat was complicating and 
prolonging the whole proce- 
dure. 

“(Issuing visas) is part of 
(the embassy's) job.” be said. 
“It is in oqr best interest that 
people come to Israel. To the 
contrary, we very much want 
them to come and we do want 
to provide a good service. We 
are trying our best to accom- 
modate everyone." 

Last week, Israeli ambas- 


sador Shimon Shamir criti- 
cised in a statement to 
Renters the lengthy procedure 
of issuing visas, saying that 
the delay was in violation of 
the 1994 Jordan-Israd peace" 
treaty which stipulates that 
Israel should grant or refuse 
visas to Jordanians wi thin 
five days of application. 

“This question is turning 
into a troublesome problem in 
relations between the two 
countries.” he said. “Jordani- 
ans are complaining of diffi- 
culties that they encounter 
when they apply for visas, 
while on the other hand, 
150,000 Israelis visited Jor- 
dan last year.” 

According to Mr. Totuge- 
m an, the Israeli embassy has 
issued 17.500 visas to Jorda- 
nians since Aug. 14, 1995. 
Fourteen thousand of those 
have beenjsgued the first six 
months of this year. He could 
not say hcr% many applicants. - 
the embassy bad since that 
date 

“We have heard people say 
that we refuse a lot of appli- 
cants,” he said, “but this isn’t 
true. We refuse, maybe, only 
one per cent of applicants.” 

“We do refuse a large num- 


ber who state that they are 
applying for working permits 
— we don’t issue work per- 
mits.” he said. 

Others have complained 
that those who hold both 
Israeli identification cards for 
the West Bank and Jordanian 
passports, but whose family 
members hold only Jor dani an 
passports, cannot travel with 
their families to Israel due to 
the closure of the occupied 
territories. 

Me. Tourgeman responded 
dial those who carry Israeli 
identification cards are not 
entitled to visas in their Jor- 
danian passports, and. he 
said, are neither issued visas 
nor allowed to cross at the 
northern or southern crossing. 

“They must go through the 
(King Hussein) bridge, and 
then they are treated as West 
Bank' citizens until they 
(relinquish)^- mezz —Israeli 
card.” he sad. 

Mr Tourgeman said that be 
hoped the problem would be 
further alleviated when the 
embassy moves to its perma- 
nent residence in Al Rabia 
later this year and more staff 
are employed. 


Asmar elected PA 
deputy president; 
council member resigns 


AMMAN (J.T) — Helmi 
Al Asmar, editor of the 
Islamist weekly Al 
Sabeel, Monday became 
deputy president of the 
Jordan Press Association 
(JPA) council after mak- 
ing the only official bid 
to the post and receiving 
the support of all council 
members who attended 
the new council’s first 
meeting since its election 
on ftiday. 

The first meeting of the 
JPA new council also had 
to review the resignation 
of Fakhri Abu Hammed, 
who, according to one of 
his colleague's, resinged 
in protest against the 
council's refusal to elect 
him as deputy president 

Ml Abu Hamdeh, who 
was elected by acclama- 
tion to the council as rep- 
resentative of newspaper 
owners, was reportedly 
lobbying for the job but 
many journalists said 
they would oppose that 
because u he is not a 
journalist and was not 
elected by the general 
assembly because his 


nomination to the coun- 
cil was not contested.” 
The nine council seats 
are divided equally 
among journalists from 
the private sector, Jordan 
News Agency journalists 
and owners of newspa- 
pers] Only three people 
contested die election for 
foe newspaper owners 
seats and they all won by 
acclamation. 

“Mr. Abu Hamdeh is 
the publisher of a maga- 
zine, Fares, which is 
never published,” said 
e journalist opposed to 
Mr. Abu Hamden's elec- 
tion to -the council on 


grounds that be is not a 
journalist 

“The JPA council presi- 
dent is a general manage r 
of a newspaper. The least 
that can be done is ensure 
that his deputy is a jour- 
nalist" said the JPA 
member who is opposed 
to foe quota system in foe 
JPA law. 

Seif Al Sharif, general 
manager of Al Dustour 
daily, won foe JPA’s elec-, 
dons for president Even 
though he was supported 
by other news organisa- 
tions and the govern- 
ment many journalist 
were opposed to his elec- 
tion saying there was a 
clear conflict of interest 
in his job as general man- 
ager and the duties which 
JPA president should 
shoulder. 

The cabinet has just 
endorsed a new law gov- 
erning foe JPA and the 
controversial legislation 
proposes the elimination 
of foe quota system. 

In its meeting on Mon- 
day, foe council also 
elected Khaleel Shobaki 
as chairman of foe mem- 
bership committee, 
Fouad Hussein as chair- 
man of the public free- 
doms committee and 
Omar Shneikat as trea- 
surer. Mahasen iman^ 
the only woman on die 
council, became chair- 
man of the women's and 
social affairs committee 
and Abdul Mageed Abu 
Khaled was elected sec- 
retary. 


Summer Music Classes 


The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
. From 1 3/7/1 996 to 31/7/1996 ( Except Thursdays and Fridays) 

Discovering Music Aptitude 

How many of us wish to learn music and how many adults have missed this 
chance and do not want for their children to miss it as well? The National 
Music Conservatory (NMC) is organizing a general course in music oriented 
towards identifying the musical aptitude of participants, the musical 
instruments which suit them best and what they should expect of music and 
what music should expect of them.The course will include: 

- Introduction to music instruments 

- Auditory response to rhythm and tones 
-Vocal interpretation of auditory perception 

- Fundamentals of music reading skills 

- Listening to a versatile repertory 

At the end of the course, participants will receive a written profile of their 
musical aptitude as well as guidelines that might be of use to them in their 
music study. 

Total hours: 30 hours (two hours per day) 

Fee: JD 40 

Theory: 

The Theory Examination of the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music 
(ABRSM) will be held on Saturday, 2 November 1996. Upon passing this 
examination, participants will receive a certificate from the Board, recognized 
worldwide. To prepare for this examination, the NMC offers intensive and 
gradual classes in music theory. 

Total hours: 16 
Fee:JD 40 

Performance: 

Individual tutoring to play one of the following music Instruments: 
oud - nay 

flute - clarinet - oboe - bassoon - saxophone 

violin - viola - cello - contrabass - 

guitar 

piano. 


Total hours 

Registration fee in JD 

For all instruments 

Piano only 

4 

50 

■an 

6 

80 


8 

100 

no 


For further information and reservation, until 1 1 July 1 996: 

The National Music Conservatory\Noor Al Hussein Foundation, Atiyat 
Building, Behind the Embassy of Kuwait, Jabel Amman. 

Tel: 687620-fox: 687621- E. Mail: NMC _NHF@NETS.COM.JO 












4 World News 
S. Korean parliament told 


to prepare for unification 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, July 9, 1996 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korea's president Monday 
called on MPs to work for 
unification with Communist 
North Korea, as police 
threatened action against a 
student condolence message 
sent to North Korea on the 
anniversary of the death of 
Kim li-Sung. 

The president told the 
opening session of parlia- 
ment that “preparatory work 
for the reunification of the 
Korean peninsula is your 
most important task." 

His call for a reunion of 
the South and the North, 
came as North Korean its 
economy on a downward 
slide, continued to appeal 
for international food aid. 

It also came as North 
Korea staged mass mourn- 
ing for the second anniver- 
sary of the death of its for- 
mer leader. A memorial ser- 
vice in Pyongyang was 
attended by tens of thou- 
sands of people led by his 
eldest son and successor 
Kim Jong-II. 

But in Seoul, where there 
has been a renewed crack- 
down on leftists in the past 
two months, police said 
they were ready to investi- 
gate a condolence message 
sent North by the South's 
Hanchongryon (the Korea 
Federation of University 
Councils). 

“The statement contains 
phrases in praise of Kim 11- 
Sung, in violation of Article 
7," police said, referring to 
the draconian National 
Security Law which forbids 



South Korean President Kim Young-Sam gives a speech 
at the opening ceremony of parliament at the National 
Assembly while behind him the newly-elected House 
Speaker Kim Soo-Han reads from the text of the 
speech in Seoul Monday (Reuter photo) 


praise of the North on pain 
of imprisonment. 

North Korea has called 
Seoul's crackdown on stu- 
dents mourning Kim II- 
Sung's death “unforgive- 


able" and the main barrier 
to reunification talks. 

In their message to 
Pyongyang the students 
were quoted as saying Kim 
D-Sung. who died on July S. 


1994 from a heart attack, 
had “striven to create a new 
society in North Korea after 
liberation (from Japanese 
rule)" 

The threatened police 
action came as a group of 
the South's university pro- 
fessors and college deans 
were reportedly preparing 
to ask government permis- 
sion to bold meetings next 
month with counterparts in 
the North. 

Yonhap New Agency said 
the Korea University Edu- 
cation Council planned to 
apply to the National Unifi- 
cation Ministry this week to 
“advance (the cause of) and 
minimise the confusion ari- 
sing from unification." 

“National unification Is no 
longer a distant dream, but a 
matter of reality," Yonhap 
quoted the council as say- 
ing. 

The plan for the confer- 
ence involves 10 to 20 
member delegations from 
each side meeting in a third 
country, a format that reli- 
gious groups have used suc- 
cessfully to circumvent ve- 
nue and security problems. 

The goal of the meetings 
would be to promote North- 
South exchanges of staff 
and students, Yonhap said. 

Though North-South trade 
is steady and Southern busi- 
nessmen make frequent 
trips North, Seoul keeps a 
tight rein on academic con- 
tacts, and unauthorised stu- 
dent trips to the North can 
be punished with heavy jail 
terms. 


Kim Jong-II hailed as N. Korea 
again mourns { great leader 9 


TOKYO (AFP) — Kim 
Jong-II was upheld Monday 
as North Korea's new “great 
leader" as he led tens of 
thousands of people in 
mourning on the second 
anniversary of the death of 
his father Kim D-Sung. 

But at the massive cere- 
mony at the Kumsusan 
Memorial Palace, where the 
late leader’s body is 
embalmed, his eldest son 
and heir-designate stood 
silent and grim-faced as 
eulogies were read, televi- 
sion showed. 

Senior members of the 
ruling Workers’ Party, the 
Korean People’s Array and 
the state administration 
were on the main stage with 
Mr. Kim, the official Ko- 
rean Central News Agency 
(KCNA) said. 

There was little acknowl- 
edgement of the grave eco- 
nomic and social problems 
the country is battling. 

One speaker told the 
crowd: “Comrade Kira 
Jong-II will follow as our 
‘great leader’ and this is our 
great happiness,” North 
Korea Television showed. 

"Under the Kim Jong-II 
leadership, we will follow 
him and will faithfully carry 
out the great father's plan 
for revolution," added the 
elderly military officer. 

North Korea Television 
supplied pictures of the 
event and speeches to the 
American channel CNN. 

The 54-year-old Kim was 
given prominent coverage, 
although he said nothing 
and stood solemnly 
throughout. 

Dressed in a grey cotton 
jacket and wearing his usual 
black spectacles, he ap- 
peared thin but in good 
health. 

Mr. Kim stood at the cen- 
tre of the main stage accom- 
panied by the top military 
brass, with a huge smiling 
portrait of him nearby. 

He hardly moved as he 
listened to speeches and 
watched the masses in front 
of the memorial — with 
several hundred soldiers in 
rows followed by tight 
ranks of civilians. 

Two years after the death 
of Kim Il-Sung from a heart 
attack at the age of 82, his 
son has still not taken over 
the main posts of president 
and head of the ruling party. 

The country faces eco- 
nomic collapse, according 
to Western experts, and also 
a food crisis and North Ko- 
rean media said last week 
that the traditional two year 
mounting period had been 



North Korea’s reclusive leader Kim Jong-II stands on 
the balcony of the Kumsusan Memorial Palace for a 
memorial rally of tens of thousands of citizens in 
Pyongyang Monday on the second anniversary of the 
death of his father Kim D-Sung. Kim Jong-B has yet to 
inherit the key titles of state president and Workers’ 
Party secretary general (Reuter photo) 


extended for a year. 

But from the eulogies 
given to Kim Jong-II at the 
event, the leadership of the 
hardline stare gave a clear 
message to their people and 
the rest of the world that 
junior Kim was clearly in 
control. 

“The Korean people more 
keenly feel that to have 
Comrade Kim Jong-II as the 
great successor to the Juche 
Revolution and the eternal 
leader of the party and the 
people is a great fortune ” 
said Choe Thae Bok, alter- 
nate politburo member and 
secretary of the Workers’ 
Party Central Committee. 

Another speaker said: 
"Kim Jong-II will lead us 
economically and political- 
ly" 

Radio Pyongyang's ac- 
count of the ceremony dec- 
lared: “President Kim II- 
Sung’s accomplishment* 
are increasingly lightened 
with time because there is 
Comrade Kim Jong-II. In 
other words. Comrade Kim 
Jong-II is Kim Il-Sung." 

The party daily. Rodong 
Sinmun, also hailed Kim 
Jong-II and denied there 
was any “political vacuum 
or social instability." 

“The great situation today 
has been attained because 
the follower is great," said 


an editorial. 

However, the Central 
Committee member Choe 
Thae Bok did acknowledge 
problems when he said: “In 
this difficult period Com- 
rade Kim Jong-II has wisely 
led the noble cause of carry- 
ing forward the president's 
ideas and exploits without 
any slightest deviation.” 

The last bastion of Stali- 
nism faces what Western 
experts have described as 
insurmountable economic 
problems. A food crisis for 
the 22 million population 
has worsened since devas- 
tating floods in the middle 
of last year. 

The United States, South 
Korea. Japan and interna- 
tional aid organisations 
have since given more than 
400,000 tonnes of grain and 
emergency financial aid. 
But South Korea’s intelli- 
gence service has said sev- 
eral hundred people were 
believed to have died from 
cholera in recent weeks. 

Some Japanese experts 
say Kim Jong-II has deliber- 
ately avoided taking the 
main posts of power this 
year so that the investiture 
is not affected by the 
drought crisis. But they are 
virtually unanimous in 
insisting that Mr. Kim is the 
master of North Korea. 


Clinton 
testifies 
in second 
Whitewater 
trial 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton testi- 
fied as a defence witness 
for a second time behind 
closed White House doors 
Sunday, this time in the 
trial of two Arkansas ban- 
kers accused of diverting 
money to help pay his cam- 
paign debts in 1990. 

The president, who is not 
accused of any crime, re- 
corded his testimony on 
videotape in a special two- 
hour 20-minute court ses- 
sion held at the White 
House so as not to disrupt 
his official duties. 

Judge Susan Wright, who 
came to Washington to pre- 
side over the session, or- 
dered that his remarks re- 
main secret until they are 
played for the jury in the 
Little Rock, Arkansas, trial, 
which was not expected 
until the week of July 15. 

It was the second such 
appearance by Mr. Clinton, 
who in April testified for 
the defence in the trial of 
two of his partners in the 
failed Whitewater real es- 
tate venture, Jim and Susan 
McDougal, and then Ar- 
kansas Gov. Jim Guy Tu- 
cker. 

All three were convicted 
of conspiracy and fraud in 
May. 

In the current trial, ban- 
kers Herby Branscum and 
Robert Hill were accused 
of hiding large withdrawals 
by Mr. Clinton’s 1990 
Arkansas gubernatorial 
campaign from regulators 
and of improperly divert- 
ing money from their bank 
to the campaign. 

After the campaign both 
men were given prestigious 
state jobs, with Branscum 
named to the Arkansas 
Highway Commission and 
Mr. Hill reappointed to the 
State Banking Commis- 
sion. 

The White House re- 
leased a brief statement 
after Mr. Clinton’s testimo- 
ny, saying only that the ses- 
sion began at 2 p.m. edt 
(1800 GMT), ended at 4:20 
p.m. edt (2020 GMT), and 
took place in the White 
House map room. 

"The president has con- 
sistently stated that he will 
provide the court with 
whatever information he 
can offer, and today’s de- 
position fulfills that pro- 
mise,” it added. 



Michael Belefonte (left) and David PasquareDi of ACT UP San Francisco yell oat as 
several hundred protesters march through the streets of downtown Vancouver 
Sunday prior to the opening ceremonies of the 11th International Conference on 
AIDS (Reuter photo) 

AIDS conference starts 
amid hope and urgency 


VANCOUVER, Canada (R) 
— The world’s biggest-ever 
AIDS conference started 
Sunday with scientists ex- 
cited by the promise of new 
multi-thug treatments, but 
still daunted by the relent- 
less spread of the disease 
and the remoteness of a 
cure. 

The last six months have 
brought breakthroughs with 
the introduction of drug 
treatments that now offer 
the best hope of keeping 
AIDS patients alive since 
the killer disease first made 
its appearance 15 years ago. 

The 11th International 
Aids Conference, which has 
drawn 15,000 delegates 
from 125 countries, comes 
ami d a mood of optimism in 
sharp counterpoint to earlier 
meetings in Berlin and 
Yokohama, Japan. The 
gloom there reflected re- 
searchers failure to combat, 
a virus that seemed always 
to outsmart them. 

“Nobody can call AIDS 
an inevitably fatal, 'incur- 
able disease anymore,” Pe- 
ter Piot, head of the United 
Nations AIDS Programme, 
said in an address opening 
the conference. “We have 
not got a cure yet, but ... the 
new combinations of anti- 
retroviral drugs are holding 
out new hope.” 

The main hope centres on 
new drugs, called Protease 
Inhibitors, which block an 


enzyme crucial to the multi- 
plication of the HTV virus. 
Tests so far have shown that 
when taken in multi-drug 
“cocktails" including the 
medicine AZT, Protease 
Inhibitors have reduced the 
virus in the blood to unde- 
tectable levels. 

No one yet knows how 
effective these inhibitors 
will be over the longer- 
term, or whether the elusive 
virus will develop resis- 
tance to the new treatments. 
But they do hold out the 
promise for the first time 
that some day AIDS may 
not be a death sentence. 

“We are helping (AIDS 
patients) to live longer as 
opposed to merely easing 
pain and other symptoms," 
said Brian Gazzard, an 
AIDS expert at London’s 
Chelsea and Westminister 
Hospital. 

Even so, medical resear- 
chers acknowledge that the 
ultimate goal — a cure far 
AIDS — is not within sight. 
This reality; : afid-eviderice of 
the disease's relentless 
spread, have tempered opti- 
mism in Vancouver. 

“Let us hope but ... let us 
keep both our feet on the 
ground,” said Mr. Piot. 

The United Nations esti- 
mated 21.8 million people 
around the world are living 
with the HIV virus or AIDS. 
About 8.500 more people 
are infected daily — five 


every minute — with the 
Human Immunodeficiency 
Virus (HTV) that causes 
AIDS. 

Since the global pandemic 
took hold in the early 
1980s, 5.8 milli on people 
have died of the disease, 
which destroys the immune 
system. 

Ninety per cent of new 
infections are in die devel- 
oping world. Because the 
new drug therapies, which 
cost around $15,000 a year, 
are beyond the reach of 
patients in poor countries, 
more research is needed 
into ways to prevent the 
spread of the virus and an 
AIDS vaccine. 

Before the conference 
opened on Sunday after- 
noon, several hundred anti- 
AIDS activists marched 
through the streets of Van- 
couver, denouncing govern- 
ments as complacent in die 
search for a cure and accus- 
ing drug companies of prof- 
iteering. 

* ‘This pandemic".’, is grb-' 
wing and people are dying,” 
said Tom McAulay, a Van- 
couver man infected with 
HIV. ‘T want a cure." 

Some protestors were in 
wheelchairs and others car- 
ried banners that read: 
“Keep your eye on a cure. 
Fm dying for an answer.” 
They observed a minute of 
silence in memory of people 
who have died from AIDS. 


1 killed, 30 injured in blast 
at Pakistani railway station 


LAHORE, Pakistan (AFP) — At least one 
person was killed and 30 others injured in a 
bomb explosion at a railway station in the 
industrial Pakistani city of Faisalabad 
Monday, police said. 

Seven of the injured, two in very critical 
condition, were admitted to hospital, they 
said. 

The bomb, placed in a small waiting room 
at a platform, went off while a passenger 
train was at the railway station, a senior 
police official said. 

No one claimed responsibility for the 
blast, which follows a series of explosions 
over the past three months, while police 
said an investigation was under way. 

Bomb disposal squad officials said the 
explosion was caused by a locally made 
plastic device. 

Police said the casualties were among 
passengers in the cabin and those around 
the waiting room. 

The blast in Faisalabad, a textile industry 
hub in Punjab province about 160 kilome- 
tres from here, follows eight other bomb 
explosions in the region since April, claim- 
ing a total of some 80 lives. 

The last explosion occurred near a bus 
terminal in Rawalpindi near the Pakistani 
capital, Islamabad, on June 27, in which 
three people were killed. 

A bomb exploded at cricketer-turned- 
politician Imran Khan’s cancer hopsital in 
Lahore on April 14. killing six people. 
Another explosion on a bus at Bhai Phero 


near Lahore on April 28 left 52 people dead. 

Another eight people died in a bus blast in 
Sheikhupura on May 8 while one person 
was killed when a bomb exploded at a post 
office in Lahore on May 26. 

On June 10, eight people were killed in 
three simultaneous blasts in Gujranwala 
district, while two died in a bus explosion 
□ear Kharaian Garrison town on June 16. 

Some of the most serious explosions in 
Punjab have been blamed by Pakistani 
authorities on Indian secret intelligence 
agents without providing any evidence. 

The two mutually hostile countries have 
frequently accused each other's intelligence 
agencies of masterminding terrorist attacks. 

Almost all the blasts in central Pakistan's 
Punjab province have remained unsolved 
but Interior Minister Naseerullah Babar 
said last week that investigators had arrest- 
ed several suspects in the Rawalpindi 
explosion. 

No details about the suspects have how- 
ever been disclosed. 

Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto currently 
facing an opposition campaign to oust her 
government, has come under increasing 
attacks for lax security in the country's key 
province. 

Ms. Bhutto, whose government has 
stemmed large scale violence in southern 
port city of Karachi where more than 2.100 
people have been killed over the past 18 
months, has vowed to curb terrorist activi- 
ties in Punjab with an iron hand. 


Diana turns to Fergie for advice — paper 


LONDON (R) — Princess Diana has turned 
to the Duchess of York for advice on her 
divorce settlement from Prince Charles 
which British newspapers Monday said 
hinged on her title and an order banning her 
from talking about her marriage. 

The Times said the estranged wife of the 
heir to the throne had lunch with the 
duchess, popularly known as “Fergie", 
Sunday to ask for her guidance on the set- 
tlement, reported to be worth about £20 
million ($31 million). 

“She has watched the recent divorce ne- 
gotiations between the Duke and Duchess 
of York with interest,” the newspaper said. 

Fergie’s nine-year marriage to Queen 
Elizabeth's second son, Prince Andrew, 


ended earlier this year after she agreed to a 
reported £2 million ($3.1 million) settle- 
ment, to relinquish the title of “Her Royal 
Highness" and the social standing that °oes 
with it. 

Princess Diana. 35, is considering her 
response to an offer made by prince Charles 
last week. One of the haggling' points is her 
reluctance to relinquish her title. 

The tabloid Sun said Princess Diana 
would be stripped of the title unless she 
signed an agreement never to reveal any- 
thing about her stormy 15-year marriage 

“This is the final offer. No deal — no 
HRH. The queen’s isn't as soft as she 
looks,” the newspaper quoted a unnamed 
source as saying. 


Street closes near £ 
White House after 
bomb scare 

WASHINGTON (R) — A 
one-block stretch of 17th 
Street near the .White 
House was briefly closed 
Sunday while security offi- 
cers examined a suspicious 
package but did not find 
any explosives inside, a 
Secret Service spokesman 
said The spokesman, who 
asked not to be named said 
that bomb experts were 
called to examine a pack- 
age delivered to the new 
executive office building, 
which is about two blocks® 
from the White House and^ 
bouses employees who 
work for the president 
'There was nothing there” 
said the spokesman. “At 
around 2:45 p.m. (1845 
GMT) it was declared 
safe.” The spokesman said 
that the block of 17th Street 
between Pennsylvania Ave- 
nue and H Street was 
closed to traffic while the 
package was investigated 
Security at the White 
House, which sits on Penn- 
sylvania Avenue at 16th 
Street, was tightened after 
the April 19, 1995, bomb- 
ing of the Alfred P. Murrah 
federal building in Okla- 
homa City, Oklahoma, that 
killed 168 people. The sev- 
eral-block length of Penn- 
sylvania Avenue in front of 
the White House, which 
serves both as the office^ 
and the residence for the 
president, was soon after 
closed to traffic. 

Pilgrims flock to 
see image of Mary 

ADELAIDE (R) — Pil- 
grims and sightseers are 
flocking in thousands to a 
small country church in 
South Australia after its 
priest described an image 
of the Virgin Mary and 
Child on the altar wall. 
“When it first appeared 1 
shared it with people in the 
congregation and they said, 
‘well, yes, if you squint 
your eyes, think good 
thoughts, maybe... May- 
be’,” the Reverend Andrew 
Nutter told Reuters Mon- 
day. “But now everybody’s 
coming in. Sceptics, secu- 
lar humanists, atheists, 
doubters, people wbo have 
no time for the church, and 
people who are faithful, see , * 
it" he said. Rev. Nutter 
said the image had grown 
stronger since he first 
noticed it in late 1994. 
“This has become a peo- 
ple's shrine," he said. Rev. 
Nutter, Anglican parish 
priest of the 140-year-old 
Christ Church in Yanak- 
lilla. south of Adelaide, 
said the image showed a 
woman looking towards 
the part of the church 
where consecrated bread 
was kepL It received lirtle 
attention outside the parish 
until his article last week in 
a church newspaper alerted 
the mainstream media. 
Visitor numbers, “now into 
the thousands." had promp- 
ted the church to schedule a 
weekly pilgrim service to 
celebrate the vision, he 
said. Rev. Nutter said the 
image may have added sig- 
nificance because Yanak- 
lilla was the town where 
Australia's first prospec- 
tive saint, Mary MacKil- 
lop, founded the first 
school of her Sisters of St 
Joseph Order. The Catholic ^ 


Church has 
McKillop. 


beatified 


German graffiti 
tourists stumble at 
turnstile 

NEW YORK (R.) — Four 
German graffiti artists wbo 
came to New York City to 
paint the town were arrest- 
ed after allegedly jumping 
a subway turnstile, police 
said. The suspects, who ar- 
rived last week from Mu- 
nich, were charged with 
fare evasion and posses- 
sion of more than two do- 
zen cans of spray paint, a 
police spokeswoman said. 
“They came here to paint 
the town red, white, blue, 
green,’’ police said. The 
four have been identified as 
Philipp Tewes,- 19, Daniel ^ 
Kienlein, 22, Thomas ^ 
Bernd, 21, and Thomas 
Peiser. 20. A police source 
told the New York Post the 
four "basically came hew 
to graffiti the subway. 
They’re not here to see the 
Statue of Liberty,'’ the 
source said. 
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Orange order men mill around as police block Drumcree Road to prevent the Protestant group marching through 
the Cathohcarea of Portadown Sunday. Portadown is a known stronghold of the outlawed Ulster Volunteer Force, 
one of two Protestant terrorist organisations that in the past have killed Catholics in areas from which the IRA 
draws support (Reuter photo) 


Legislator: Pro-democracy activists 


endangering Hong Kong’s future 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Hong Kong's “self-appoint- 
ed martyrs," its pro-democ- 
racy activists, may be 
endangering the territory's 
future as a financial centre, 
a leading businessman 
warned Mon-day. 

Chairman of Inchcape 
Pacific Paul Cheng, a legis- 
lator representing the com- 
mercial sector, criticised 
pro-democracy legislators 
and other activists in an arti- 
cle in Monday’s South 
China Morning Post. 

Mr. Cheng, a member of 
the Beijing-appointed 
Preparatory Committee 
dealing with Hong Kong's 
handover to Chinese rule, 
singled out “those, who. for 
reasons best known to 
themselves, seek to be mar- 
tyrs — looking for every 
opportunity to test China’s 
tolerance” in the article. 

“Are these self-appointed 
martyrs really acting in the 
best interests of Hong Kong 
with their scare-raonger- 


mg 


<T' 


China's plan to replace the 
Legislative Council, elected 
under Governor Chris Pat- 
ten’s democratic reforms, 
with a provisional version 
has encountered opposition 
in the territory, most recent- 
ly in a 60, 000-signature pe- 
tition collected by pro-de- 
mocracy activists. 


Mr. Cheng, also a chair- 
man of the influential Hong 
Kong Genera] Chamber of 
Commerce, warned their 
actions might endanger 
Hong Kong’s future by 
“fuelling international con- 
cern and uncertainty about 
Hong Kong, and putting at 
risk the flow of investment 
capita] — and with it our 
economic growth and the 
high standard of living." 

Mr. Cheng also urged leg- 
islators not to allow them- 
selves to be blinkered by 
“narrow political considera- 
tions, but to consider die 
bigger picture and Hong 
Kong's long-term inter- 
ests.” 

In his article, Mr. Cheng 
called for reconciliation 
between the Hong Kong 
and Chinese governments, 
in the nm-up to Beijing’s 
resumption of power here 
on July 1 1997, in order to 
maintain public confidence 
in the territory. 

“The Hong Kong and Chi- 
nese governments should 
call a truce in the political 
rhetoric, sarcastic jibes and 
tit-for-tat squabbling 
through the media, and step 
up cooperation at all levels” 
to maintain confidence in 
the territory, he said. 

The British government 
and other Western powers 
should give China a chance 


to deliver oo its promise 
that Hong Kong would have 
a high degree of autonomy, 
he said. 

Mr. Cheng said Western 
countries should “stop con- 
descendingly lecturing Chi- 
na on die possible conse- 
quences if she fails to abide 
by agreements she repeat- 
edly says she will honour.” 

“We have been promised 
a high degree of autonomy, 
but we are not creating an 
independent state, Hong 
Kong is a city within a sov- 
ereignty,” he said, adding 
that “we should focus on 
what we do best — busi- 
ness, building on our eco- 
nomic success — and not 
become too political." 

“Hong Kong will not 
change overnight on June 
30, 1997,” he said, “it is 
inevitable that there will be 
gradual changes after that 
date — ■ not to the funda- 
mentals. but as a natural 
result of a British-governed 
territory becoming a special 
region of China, governed 
by Hong Kong people.” 

“We must have greater 
confidence in ourselves and 
in our ability to handle the 
responsibilities, challenges 
and opportunities that lie 
ahead. And we must give 
the ‘one country, two sys- 
tems,’ formula the chance to 
succeed," said Mr. Cheng. 


Hurricane bears down on 


Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico 


rHARLOTTE AMALIA, 
!l Thomas (R) — Bertha, 
he first Atlantic hurricane 
if the season, lashed the 
iny Leeward Islands with 
lO’mph (130 kph) winds 
arly Monday and then took 
im* at the U.S. Virgin 
slands. 

By mid-morning, Bertha 
;as expected to strike the 
J.S. Virgin Islands and then 
wirl towards Puerto Rico 
iter Monday, the National 
lurricane Centre said. 
Although classified as a 
linimal hurricane, Bertha 
/as expected to pack a 
owerful punch because it 
/as likely to hit hundreds 
f homes and public hous- 
lg that have not been 
:poired since last year s 
urricane season. 

At 8 a.ra. edt (1200 GMT) 
the centre of Bertha was 
70 kilometres south-south- 
ast of St. Thomas and was 
loving west northwest at 
bout 32 kph. The storm’s 
xael position was latitude 

8.0 north and longitude 
3.5 west. 

The broad- based storm s 
□ter bands earlier hit the 
ny islands of Antigua and 
arbuda, tearing down tele- 
hone lines and making it 
ifficult to obtain informa- 
on about the damage. Air 
irce reconnaissance air- 
-aft found that gale force 
■inds extended 400 kilo- 
letres across Bertha. 
Hurricane warnings were 
asted from the island of 
ominica north to Puerto 
ico. A hurricane waich 
as in effect for the Domi- 
ican Republic. 

“St. Martin has justjepor- 
d wind eusts of 73 mph 


(117 kmi,” said Max 
Mayfield of the hurricane 
centre. “They are going to 
have enough wind down 
there to do some real dam- 


age. 

Shelters were opened 
throughout Puerto Rico, 
where residents frantically 
tried to finish hammering 
plywood on their windows 
as heavy rain began falling 
Monday morning. 

Forecasters urged U.S. 
mainland residents to keep 
an eye on the storm, saying 
there was a 10 per cent 
chance Bertha could even- 
tually strike south Florida 
by Wednesday evening. 

‘The storm’s exact path 
will depend upon other 
weather systems in the area, 
and whether Bertha loses 
strength as it passes over 
the mountainous Domini- 
can Republic and Puerto 
Rico. 

“The strongest winds 
should begin hitting Sl 
T homas between 9 and 10 
a_m. (1300 and 1400 
GMT),” said Kirk Grybow- 
ski, director of the U.S. 
Virgin Islands Emergency 
Management Agency. “Ori- 

oinial*pr°j ec ^ 0ns c£ ^ ei ^ f° r 

die storm to last five hours 
but we now think it could 
be nearly double that.” 

At dawn, stiff wind gusts 
were blowing small branch- 
es from trees and light rain 
was beginning to fall on St. 
Thomas. 

Roy Schneider, governor 
of the U.S. Virgin Islands, 
urged residents to get to 
shelters and said he was 
calling out the National 
Guard to help provide secu- 
“1 will do whatever I 


nry. 


can to secure the island,” 
Mr. Schneider said, adding 
that police would act quick- 
ly to stop any looting after 
the storm. 

Electricity throughout the 
virgin islands was shut off 
at 5 a.m. (0900 GMT; in 
anticipation that power 
lines would be blown down 
from their poles. 

U.S. Virgin Islands offi- 
cials declared a curfew to 
begin at noon Monday and 
continue through lunchtime 
Tuesday. 

“Let’s be serious about 
this one, let's be prepared," 
Mr. Schneider urged in a 
radio broadcast. 

Bertha was following a 
similar path to that of hurri- 
cane Hugo, which devastat- 
ed Puerto Rico in 1989. 
Many of the same Leeward 
Islands were hit hard last 
year by hurricanes Luis and 
Marilyn, which peeled off 
roofs, uprooted trees and 
tossed boats and debris 
across the islands. 

Red Cross officials said 
about one-third of the 

50,000 residents on St. Tho- 
mas and St John’s could be 
vulnerable as they were liv- 
ing in homes or public 
housing still not completely 
repaired from last year. 
Hurricane Marilyn claimed 
three lives on St Thomas 
and Luis was blamed for 12 
deaths on Antigua. 

Government officials 
throughout the string of tiny 
eastern Caribbean Islands 
urged residents to prepare 
for the storm and stock up 
on drinking water, gasoline 
(petrol) and batteries. 


China 

flood 


death toll 


nears 400 


BELTING (AFP) — The 
death toll from China's 
devastating floods moved 
steadily towards 400 Mon- 
day as tens of thousands of 
troops evacuated 300.000 
people from some of the 
worst-struck cities. 

New casualty figures 
from Guangxi, Jiangxi. An- 
hui and Guizhou provinces 
added a further 85 deaths 
to the previous total of just 
over 300, according to 
local officials. 

No fresh information was 
available from the five 
other badly hit provinces in 
southern and eastern Chi- 
na, but a sharp rise in 
.deaths was .predicted as 
waters gradually subside 
and information is collated. 

In eastern Anhui, which 
had more than 70 con- 
firmed deaths early Mon- 
day, provincial authorities 
dispatched 50,000 soldiers, 
police and militia to rescue 

300,000 people stranded in 
three badly hit cities. 

The residents of Huang- 
shan, Xuancheng and Chi- 
zh ou were cut off by rising 
flood levels after fierce 
rainstorms hit the region in 
late June, Xinhua said. 

A further 80,000 Anhui 
residents remained trapped 
by the floods, which are 
slowly receding, it added. 

More than 20 million 
people have been affected 
and hundreds of thousands 
made homeless in China’s 
worst floods in 50 years. 

“Our experience is that 
when we arrive on the 
ground in China, we dis- 
cover that the death toll 
and damage assessment 
have been significantly un- 
derestimated,” said Marcel 
Roux, China project coor- 
dinator for the international 
aid organisation, Medecins 
Sans Frontieres (MSF — 
Doctors Without Borders). 

Mr. Roux said MSF was 
expecting approval by late 
Monday from the Chinese 
authorities to airlift the first 
blankets, tents, inflatable 
boats and other aid into 
Guizhou province, where 
the death toll has already 
reached 136. 

MSF is standing by in 
Bordeaux, France, to send 
a second charter aircraft to 
Anhui and a third to Zhe- 
jiang, where the death toll 
had climbed to 43 by 
Thursday. 

It has already raised 
around $1.26 million in do- 
nations since the Civil Af- 
fairs Ministry said last 
Wednesday that China 
would accept aid from ab- 
road. 

The Red Cross Society of 
China has sent 400,000 
yuan ($48,000) to Anhui, 
Guizhou and Zhejiang, the 
worst affected provinces. 
Taiwan’s Red Cross has 
donated $200,000 in emer- 
gency aid, and $72,000 has 
come from the Hong Kong 
Red Cross. 

A total of 3,708 people 
have been reported injured 
in the floods. 


Tense standoff over Orange 


march tests N. Ireland peace 


PORTADOWN, Northern 
Ireland (Agencies) — Tem- 
pers flared and rhetoric 
mounted Monday as a tense 
standoff continued between 
police and angry Protestants 
demanding to march an his- 
toric route through hostile 
Catholic territory. 

Police fired flares and 
plastic bullets overnight as 
Orangemen demonstrated 
in Portadown against the 
Royal Ulster Constabula- 
ry’s refusal to allow them to 
march through a Catholic 
area of the town. 

Three men were injured 
by the plastic bullets, and 
one was in serious condi- 


tion. 

Petrol bombs were hurled 
-in many parts of the pro- 
vince as supporters of the 
loyalists’ traditional “right 
to march” set up roadblocks 
in Belfast and towns and 
villages in virtually every 
county. 

Army helicopters with 
powerful beacons scoured 
the pre-dawn landscape 
seeking to flush out those 
trying to cut through the 
coils of barbed wire strung 
out to contain the crowd. 

Many of the estimated 
peak crowd of 4,000 gath- 
ered at Drumcree parish 
church, die rallying point 
had drifted away as dawn 
broke, but a hard core 
refused to budge and their 
numbers began to swell 
towards midday as police 
moved in reinforcements. 

Police had come under a 
sustained rain of petrol 
bombs in several areas 
overnight. 

For 189 years. Protestants 
in Northern Ireland loyal to 
British rule have staged 
their Orange marches 
through Portadown en route 
home from church, clad in 
full ceremonial regalia. 

The route, virtually un- 
changed since the begin- 
ning, today bisects a Roman 
Catholic enclave, a flash- 
point where sentiments lie 
with union with Ireland, not 
Britain, and where the pro- 
cession is regarded as 
inflammatory. 

Last year, the police 
banned the march, provok- 



O range order men face police at a road block on Drumcreee Road, set np to prevent 
the Protestant group marching through Portadown Sunday (Renter photo) 


ing violence which was 
calmed by a compromise 
that permitted the Orange- 
men to take their route, but 
without flags, chants or fan- 
fare. Both sides acquiesced, 
but neither was happy. 

This year, police again 
banned the march from 
entering the Catholic area, 
and Orange Lodge leaders 
called on Protestants 
throughout the province to 
rally to their support. 

The confrontation raised 
fears of a breach in the 
ceasefire the loyalists have 
observed for some two 


years. 

The loyalists called their 
ceasefire shortly after that 
of the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA). But unlike the 
IRA, which ended its truce 
last February with a series 
of bomb attacks on the 
British mainland, the loyal- 
ists had stuck to theirs. 

The Reverend Ian Paisley, 
fiery leader of the hardline 
Democratic Unionist Party, 
appealed to the crowd to 
refrain from violence. 

“Anyone throwing stones 
isn’t helping our cause,” he 
said. 

“This is a hard struggle 
and we can only win it by 
unity, courage and determi- 
nation.” 


Ulster Unionist Party lea- 
der David Trimble said 
Orangemen’s age-old route 
was the most direct from the 
church to town, and accused 
Sinn Fein, the IRA's politi- 
cal wing, of orchestrating 
the Catholic protest. 

“The wider agenda is the 
agenda of Sinn Fein/IRA 
which is trying at one level 
to drive any expression of 
Britishness off the streets of 
Northern Ireland and at 
another level is trying to 
provoke serious public dis- 
order," he said. 

The police, he said, had 
been “grossly irresponsi- 
ble” by playing “straight 
into the hands of Sinn Fein. 


“There are more than 
enough resources here in 
terms of security forces to 
have allowed the parade to 
move down the road. It 
would only have taken 15 
minutes.” 

Meanwhile Northern Ire- 
land police launched a mur- 
der investigation Monday 
after a man’s body was 
found a few miles from the 
scene of a showdown bet- 
ween Northern Ireland Pro- 
testants and police ai Por- 
tadown. 

Security sources said the 
man was a Roman Catholic 


taxi-driver who had been 
shot in the head. 

“It is a murder investiga- 
tion.” a police spokesman 
told Reuters. The man was 
found in his car on an estate 
near Lurgan, a predomi- 
nantly Roman Catholic 
area. The motive was not 
known. 

There have been no sec- 
tarian killings in Northern 
Ireland for almost two 
years. The last was the mur- 
der of a Catholic shot dead 
while working on his car on 
Aug. 31, 1994. 

That was the day Irish 
Republican Army guerrillas 
called a ceasefire to their 
war on British rule which 
was matched months later 
by a similar ceasefire from 
Protestant loyalist gunmen 
battling to maintain British 
rule. 

Loyalist gunmen, so- 
called because of their alle- 
giance to the British monar- 
chy and links with London, 
killed hundreds of Catholics 


in a campaign to terrorise 
the community from which 
the IRA draws support. 

‘ They have abided by their 
ceasefire despite the IRA's 
return to war in Februaiy 
with a wave of attacks on 
targets in Britain and conti- 
nental Europe. 


Burundi vows army assault to crush Hutu rebels 


BUJUMBURA (R) — Burundi’s defence minister said 
Monday a major army assault was imminent to crush Hutu 
rebels in a forest near a tea plant where the rebels killed 83 
civilians, mostly Tutsis. 

“We’re finalising our preparations. It'll be a very big 
army operation,” Firmin Sinzoyiheba, a moderate Tutsi 
member of the divided government, told Reuters. 

Rebels of the Hutu majority claimed the attack 
Wednesday on Teza Tea Plant, which they described as a 
“military position” filled with soldiers of the Tutsi-domi- 
nated army. 

The attack on Teza was the first against a major strategic 
economic target and demonstrated the growing ability of 
Hutu rebels to strike at will and push deeper into the coun- 
tryside. 

A ferocious hit-and-run war between the army and the 
rebels has claimed 150,000 lives since 1993 in the small but 
densely populated tea and coffee-growing central African 
nation. 

The promised step-up in fighting comes as the 
Organisation of African Unity (OAU) summit in Cameroon 
was discussing a regional peacekeeping plan involving 
troops from Tanzania and Uganda. 

Hutu President Sylvestre Ntibantunganya and Tutsi Prime 
Minister Antoine Nduwayo agreed to the plan under inter- 
national pressure at a June 25 regional summit in Arusha, 
Tanzania, but the proposal is already running into trouble 
from the Burundian army, which has a different view of the 
plan than its foreign backers. Mr. Sinzoyiheba said he want- 
ed a peacekeeping force to be deployed mainly along the 
insurgency-hit borders for six months and come strictly 
under Burundi army command. 

Western and regional backers of the plan see it as self-evi- 
dent that the force must have neutral command and be 
capable of using firepower against both the army and 


rebels. 

Mr. Sinzoyiheba said the government was split on the 
plan. He hoped the differences would be reconciled but 
admitted he had little hope the initiative would succeed. 

“I don’t have illusions about this plan. There are many 
problems," he said. “Our government is like an unhappy 
marriage. We’II try to bring our leaders closer, because a 
divorce would cause more chaos and disorder.” 

“I have no military solution to the problem." he added. 
On Sunday in an interview with Reuters, Mr. Sinzoyiheba 
said the army had considered staging a coup to end the eth- 
nic bloodshed but decided this would only worsen the 
nation's problems. 

“Believe me, if I were convinced that an army coup 
would end our problems. I'd have done it a long time ago," 
he had said. 

Mr. Sinzoyiheba put the strength of his array at 15,000 
men, to be joined soon by another 5,000 new recruits now 
under training. 

Asked to assess the strength of rebels who control parts of 
northwestern and central Burundi, he said: “It's impossible 
to say who’s a rebel, who isn't. They're recruiting young 
Hutus. The countryside is full of Hutus — 80 per cent of 
our people.” 

Western aid workers in the capital Bujumbura feared a 
wave of reprisal killings after stare television broadcast pic- 
tures of the Teza massacre. 

On Friday, corpses of women and children wrapped in 
blood-stained shawls lay outside the still-smouldering tea 
factory where U.N. human rights observers counted 62 
bodies including 16 charred bodies of babies and children. 

Aid workers reported seven Hutus killed at the weekend 
in the hills north of Bujumbura but the city was calm 
Monday. 


Air travellers fume as N. Zealand volcano spits fire 


WELLINGTON (R) — New Zealand’s Mount Ruapehu 
spat glowing rocks bigger than cars Monday in its biggest 
eruption for several weeks, and volcanic ash clouds closed 
tiie country’s biggest airport for the second night running. 

Airlines raced to get flights out of Auckland Airport 
before a 7 p.m. (0700 GMT) deadline imposed by the civil 
aviation authority, which bans flying in darkness or in 
cloud. 

“It’s chaotic, as they’re trying to get out early,” an airport 
spokeswoman said. Some 20 outgoing and incoming inter- 
national flights would be delayed, rescheduled or diverted 
overnight. 

Scientists said Monday’s outburst was the most spectacu- 
lar for several weeks. 

Brad Scott, manager of volcano surveillance at Wairakei 
Research Centre, said he had seen molten rocks up to 10 
metres across thrown up to 100 metres. Smaller rocks or 
“lava bombs” were being hurled up to 900 metres (2,700 
ft). 

“If this continues into this evening, central North Island 
people will be presented with one of the most awesome 
firework displays they’ve seen for a long time.” Mr. Scott 
told Reuters. 

Half a dozen provincial airports were also dosed to avoid 
the risk of volcanic ash clogging jet engines. 

Air New Zealand said about 3,000 domestic and interna- 


tional passengers had suffered delays or cancellations. 
Morning fog in both Wellington and Auckland compound- 
ed air travellers' misery, adding to delays caused by the ash 
cloud. 

Ruapehu, whose Maori name means “exploding pit", 
burst into life in September 1995 and again last month in its 
most spectacular eruptions for half a century. 

Helicopter pilot John Funnel!, who flew over the volcano 
with scientists, said he had never seen it in such violent 
mood. 

“The volcano would stop gassing and appear to keel over 
for about one minute and then it would erupt with a hor- 
rendous explosion and the molten rock would go into the 
air about 700 feet (230 metres) to 1.000 feet (330 metres) 
above the actual volcano and then crash down on the 
snow,” he said. 

Mr. Scott said a light grey plume of volcanic gases had 
climbed up to 15,000 feet (5.000 metres) above the volcano 
and was trailing over a distance of some 100-150 kilome- 
tres, presenting a potential hazard to aviation. 

The Civil Defence Ministry said the laiesr fireworks were 
“nothing to be concerned about” and there were no plans to 
evacuate people from the region. 

But Mr. Scott said some onlookers had breached a two 
kilometres exclusion zone around the volcano. “That’s their 
personal choice. I just hope they don’t get too close.” 
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Victims on top of stage 

1 

The 11th International Conference on 
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome 
(AIDS) that started Sunday in Vancouver, 
Canada, renews hope that science is about 
to discover effective treatment methods 
against the deadly disease. The irony of any 
medical breakthrough, though, lies in the 
fact that at a time when medicine is so 
advanced that a drug could actually be 
found to cure the illness, poor countries 
could barely, if at all, afford any new, cost- 
ly treatment that the developed countries 
could make available to those afflicted with 
Human Immune, Deficiency Virus (HTV). 
Many poor countries in Africa and Asia, 
where the crisis is particularly acute, can- 
not be expected to afford new drugs mar- 
keted internationally, either now or later 
when most probably treatment will be 
upgraded, improved or even altogether 
changed. This means that AIDS will contin- 
ue to be endemic in poor countries while 
rich states could be on the threshold of 
arriving at effective measures against the 
disease. 

The conference should therefore add a 

.. , 

priority item on its agenda regarding the 
need to tackle the situation in poor coun- 
tries where treatment should also be made 
available at affordable prices. 

The fact that there are victims of AIDS 
among the some 15,000 people who are tak- 
ing part in the Vancouver conference 
should spur the meeting to adopt universal 
prescriptions for fighting and hopefully 
eradicating the disease. 

No rich nation or people will remain 
immune from the threat of AIDS. That is 
why we expect the Vancouver gathering to 
make it dear that since any and every body 
can fall victim to the lethal disease, then 
everybody should have the right to benefit 
from medical breakthroughs in fighting 
and containing it Most importantly, the 
victims themselves should be allowed to 
occupy centre stage in the effort to tackle 
the menacing scourge of AIDS. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


FAKED AL Fanek a writer for A! Ra'i Monday 
demanded that Israel abide by and comply with all the 
provisions of its peace treaty with Jordan signed in 
October 1994. Under those provisions, Israel pledged 
to provide Jordan with 50 million cubic metres of water 
annually, but so far Jordan received no such amount at 
a time when its population is in need of increased 
amounts of water, especially during the hot summer 
season, said the writer. We are facing a clear and fla- 
grant violation of the peace treaty which actually start- 
ed under the former Labour government oflsmel. some 
eight months ago, and is still continuing under the 
Likud-led coalition government, argued the writer. 
When Jordan signed the treaty, it was clear to everyone 
that the water issue was of paramount importance to 
the Kingdom which suffers from acute water shortages 
and requires additional quantities to meet its growing 
needs, continued the writer. 

BREAD IS one of the basic, essential food commodi- 
ties for the majority of Jordanians and therefore the 
government is called on to act wisely in handling the 
question of increasing its prices, said Saleh Qallab, a 
writer for A1 Dustour. It is important for the govern- 
ment to come up with a solution to this question and 
convince the public with its views if it wants to avoid 
the serious problems that arose in other countries when 
bread prices were hiked, he cautiooed. It should be said 
that the International Monetary Fund (IMF), which is 
helping Jordan reform its national economy, has asked 
the government to lift the subsidy on bread, effectively 
hiking its prices, and in this situation, the government 
has three options: to reject such demand outright, to 
succumb to the IMF's wishes or to reach a compromise 
with the IMF over gradual compliance with such 
requirements, continued the writer. He said it is not 
possible to have either of the first two options, mid thus 
die government can only settle this question by offer- 
ing Jordanians who deserve subsidy an amount of cash 
they would be paying for the difference between the 
current and proposed bread prices. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


The historic Euro-Med synthesis 
of politics, culture and religion 


COPENHAGEN — One of the growing industries of our 
days is conferencing about Euro-Arab or Euro- 
Mediterranean cooperation. One's initial inclination to see 
Euro-Med cooperation primarily within the context of eco- 
nomic expansion and complementarity is understandable, 
but also inaccurate. The full dynamic under way between 
our region and Europe requires more thorough analysis 
from the Arab/Islamic/Mediteiranean parties in the equa- 
tion, or else the Barcelona promise of Euro-Mediterranean 
partnership risks failing prey to yet another round of the 
sort of trans-Mediterranean predatory colonialism that has 
defined du* region for thousands of years. 

One of the novel aspects of our world today is that 
Europe and the Mediterranean are divided into many indi- 
vidual sovereign states which retain more power than the 
collective associations to which they belong (such as the 
European Union, the Arab League, the Gulf Cooperation 
Council and others). Historically, many or even most 
Euro-Med peoples were incorporated into vast empires or 
civilisations (Hellenistic, Roman, Byzantine, Islamic, 
Ottoman, Anglo-French, to mention only the largest). 
These entities were so vast, often spanning lands on the 
north, east and south shores of the Mediterranean, that they 
precluded the question of Euro-Med interaction, for the 
Euros and the Meds mostly shared a single political mas- 
ter. This situation no longer applies today and our world of 
many small sovereignties forces us to deal with an almost 
unprecedented scale of demographic exchange and politi- 
cal/cultural interaction between Euro-Med communities in 
an era of peace. 

I have been privileged to participate in a conference here 
entitled “Islam in a Changing World: Europe and the 
Middle East", co-sponsored by the Danish Institute of 
International Affairs and the Danish Ministry of Foreign 
Affaiis. within the wider context of the Barcelona process. 
At this gathering, and also at recent encounters I have bad 
with people interested in this subject in Sweden, Spain, 
Morocco and Jordan, it has become more clear that the 
Euro-Med initiative actually comprises a complex series 
of distinct endeavours that wrap into a single process 
notions related to history, economy, race, religion, culture 
and national identity. It would be useful and important for 
more of this debate to be initiated from die (predominant- 
ly) Arab/Islamic Mediterranean actors, so that it achieves 
realistic goals for both sides and does not become a total- 
ly Euro-centric exercise to which we respond in a defen- 


sive, dependent manner. Several points strike me as perti- 
nent to this discussion: 

1. The European emphasis on Islam as religion is slight- 
ly exaggerated and the appreciation of Islamism as a polit- 
ical ideology needs be to heightened; nevertheless, the 
European focus on understanding “Islam" is also under- 
standable, in view of two related phenomena: a) the ten- 
dency for many political grievances in die Mediterranean 
states to be expressed in Islamist terms, and b) an expand- 
ing indigenous European Muslim community that is at 
once European in citizenship and Muslim in religion. 

2. Many northern European, especially Scandinavian, 
states are having to come to grips with the growing het- 
erogeneity and multiculturalism of their societies, most of 
which have existed for centuries with a very homogeneous 
ethnic/religious majority. Mediterranean communities, to 
die contrary, have long practised multiculturalism, with 
numerous religious, ethnic, tribal and racial groups coex- 
isting aod interacting according to finely, if sometimes tac- 
itly. negotiated arrangements that define minority and 
majority rights and responsibilities. Mosques and church- 
es together are routine in the Mediterranean world, but still 
a novelty in Europe. 

3. The different traditions in the European and 
Mediterranean worlds reflect very different cultural values 
and even basic world views, whicb now must reconcile 
themselves as they are increasingly pushed to coexist 
within societies whose rules are set by sovereign states. 
Thus, the European tradition of secularism, democracy 
and individual rights finds itself having to absorb its own 
citizens who express more Mediterranean-based traditions 
of religious identity, patriarchal rule and political repre- 
sentation or even political rights based on group/commu- 
nal identity. There are approximately ten million Muslims 
in Europe today, and most of them will become European 
nationals in due course. 

4. An important but largely unspoken European fear is 
that severe economic imbalances between Europe and the 
Mediterranean states will lead to large-scale illegal emi- 
gration to Europe; this would aggravate economic stresses 
within Europe and trigger further cultural and religious 
tensions. The response to this scenario is to promote eco- 
nomic expansion in the south via partnership arrangements 
with Europe, aiming at a single economic and trade mar- 
ket of nearly 800 million people in 27 countries. This 
ambitious, impressive vision is unrealistic within the time 


Arab-Israeli economic ties 
— treading on water 


By Farida Saliiti 

AFTER THE SIGNING of 
the Israel-Jordan peace 
agreement in 1994, many 
were optimistic that eco- 
nomic cooperation between 
the two former enemies 
would bear fruit and cement 
the peace at hand. Others, 
more wary, feared Israel’s 
domination of the Arab 
World through economic 
means. But a year and a half 
since has produced far less 
than the optimists envi- 
sioned, and far more than 
the opponents to peace 
would have liked. 
Opposition to dealing with 
Israel is not the only con- 
straint to a flourishing busi- 
ness environment. 

Persisting trade barriers, 
and the lack, until very 
recently, of a transport 
agreement, enjoy their fair 
share of the blame. A look at 
wbat is cunently taking 
place between Israel and 
Jordan, on a business level, 
gives an indication of how 
Israel views its agreement 
with Jordan. 

It is said particularly 
among Israeli circles, that 
Israel has been tile main 
beneficiary thus far of the 
peace dividend. 

Multi nationals are flocking 
to it, and its export industry 
has jumped with new trade 
relations being forged with 
countries that formerly 
shunned Israel, fearful of 
the Arab boycott, these cir- 
cles say. Today, there are 
several ways in which Israel 
views its economic relation- 
ship with Jordan develop- 
ing. The following ore the 
different ways Israel is like- 
ly to benefit roost: 

Jordan as subcontrac- 
tor The Israelis would like 
Jordan to become a subcon- 
tractor for Israeli manufac- 
turers, much like the 
Palestinians are today. 
Israeli manufacturers and 
manufacturing subsidiaries 
were amongst the first to 
pioneer the untreaded ter- 
rain of joint venture agree- 
ments with Jordanian com- 
panies. This form of rela- 
tionship is likely to domi- 
nate the ties between Israel 
and its neighbouring Arab 
states and the Palestinian 
territories where Israel 
would subcontract work to 
the Arabs, exploiting cheap 


Arab labour. 

The decision to set up fac- 
tories in Jordan will only be 
adopted if Israel is sure that 
it can exploit cheap labour. 
The average salary in Jordan is 
between S150-S200 a month 
while in Israel it is $1,000. In 
return, Jordan expects to bene- 
fit from the added salaries that 
are earned aod the employment 
opportunities that are created. 
But aside from that, all of the 
earnings will flow directly 
back to Israel- 

Jordan as foothold into 
the region: The Israelis 
believe that Jordan can be use- 
ful in enabling them to bypass 
the still persistent primary Arab 
boycott While the secondary 
boycott has been lifted, Arab 
states are not permitted to 
make direct contact with Israeli 
companies, nor to buy their 
products. Jordan provides a 
way around this. Products 
manufactured in Jordan 
(through a subcontracting 
arrangement), in cooperation 
with Israel, could then be mar- 
keted and distributed to the 
Arab markets. While planning 
business with Jordan. Israeli 
companies are scouting other 
Arab countries for markets. As 
long as the Arab boycott on 
Israel continues, Jordan’s most 
significant function will be to 
serve as a bridge for transport- 
ing goods to the Arab World, 
especially the Gulf, as far as 
the Israelis are concerned. 

Israel infiltrates through 
its exclusivities: Another 
venue through which Israel 
envisages itself infiltrating the 
region is through various 
exclusivities and franchises it 
secures from foreign compa- 
nies for (he region. This option 
has already witnessed some 
implementation in its relation- 
ship with Jordan. 

Israel as middleman for 
multinationals: Israel is 
already beginning to see the 
fruits of the “peace dividend" 
as multinationals have begun 
flocking to the country in 
search of investment opportu- 
nities. Numerous multination- 
als have begun staking a claim 
fat themselves through joint 
ventures with Israeli firms or 
merely setting up for them- 
selves representative offices 
there. Not only are these com- 
panies lured by Israel's grow- 
ing economy, the high-technol- 
ogy it can offer, and the sound 
investment it provides, but they 
are looking farther afield. They 


see in Israel a strong foothold 
into die whole region. They see 
Israel as the diving board from 
whicb they can plunge into the 
Middle East 

Israeli companies, through 
the relations they forge with 
multinationals, will seek to 
eater Jordan. From Jordan, 
they can then set out to enter 
the other Arab states. 

Jordan is not a lucrative 
market for Israel 

Israeli economists and 
experts discount the Arabs' 
fears of economic domination 
as unfounded, particularly 
where the Arab World as a mar- 
ket for Israeli products is con- 
cerned. They claim that in real- 
ity. the Arab markets are not 
very attractive. These are rela- 
tively small and largely poor, 
they say. The total imports of 
all of them put together are 
about $130 billion a year, 
equivalent to the Netherlands' 
imports from Israel and much 
less than those of Italy, France 
or England. 

Jordan in particular is a very 
small economy, with an even 
smaller market, as it continues 
to experience huge difficulties. 
In addition. Israeli products, 
the kind that are on offer, are 
not in demand. The Arab coun- 
tries generally concentrate on 
importing low-quality and 
cheap consumer goods. They 
do not provide developing mar- 
kets. Israeli products are highly 
sophisticated and relatively 
expensive and unstated for the 
Arab consumer. The products 
are intended for industrialised 
markets. Furthermore, trade 
with Jordan is hindered by the 
high taxation imposed on 
imported goods. It makes 
imported products far too 
expensive. 

Additionally, while the 
Israelis have the potential of 
selling goods to Jordan, the 
Jordanian government is insist- 
ing on reciprocity. Jordan does 
not produce much that is in 
demand in Israel. The potential 
for Jordanian exports to Israel 
is small Only a few products 
can replace goods imported 
into Israel from further dis-. 
tan ces such as leather, certain 
foodstuffs, marble and scrap 
metal Israel could export to 
Jordan goods that include 
processed food, paper and car- 
tons. shoes, electronics, chemi- 
cals. textile yam and industrial 
machinery. But even for these. 
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the Jordanian market is small 

Israel and Jordan have agreed 
recently to the exchange of 200 
commodities, tax free. The 
majority of these. 166 com- 
modities, are Jordanian goods 
imported into IsraeL These 
commodities imported into 
Israel are not destined for the 
Israeli market, which does not 
have much need for them. 
Moreover, the packaging of 
these goods is labelled in 
Arabic. Israelis do not buy 
products with Arabic written 
on them. Instead, these prod- 
ucts are meant for the 
Palestinian market and will be 
dumped into the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip. Direct trade 
between Jordan and the 
Palestinian territories has 
decreased to negligible levels. 
It is being overtaken by indi- 
rect trade, through Israel, with 
Israel benefiting from the value 
added tax, and the little money 
on customs. The Palestinians 
complain that this form of 
cooperation between Israel and 
Jordan circumvents them. 

Israel’s interest lies else- 
where 

Experts seem to indicate that 
far from eyeing the potential of 
the Arab markets. Israel has its 
sights more firmly glued to 
Western Europe, and now 
Central and Eastern Europe. In 
fact, others say that Israel is 
reevaluating its export strategy, 
and is keenly looking to the Far 
East, former Soviet Republics 
and to the emerging markets in 
Latin America. With the sign- 
ing of peace agreements, many 
of these countries have become 
Jess wary of conducting busi- 
ness with Israel particularly 
since the constraint of the sec- 
ondary Arab boycott has been 
lifted. 

Israel will not dominate mar- 
kets in Jordan and the test of 
the Arab countries in the way 
that the Arabs fear. In reality, 
they are too small a market. 
Instead, it will reap its “peace 
dividend” through its relations 
with multinationals and 
expanded made links, much of 
which has become possible as a 
result of Israel's peace agree- 
ments wiih the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
and Jordan. 

The writer is managing editor 
of the PariS'based magazine 
ISSUES. She contributed this 
article to the Jordan Times . 
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Of bread and 
priorities 


To the Editor: 

MARGARET THATCHER, in an interview last 
year, talked about the time when she was education 
minister, in the early seventies. As part of an effort 
to control the general budget deficit, she eyed cut- 
ting the government subsidy for school meals. Mrs. 
Thatcher, a self-made person, remembered working 
and paying for her own meals while growing up. 
Why should the government then offer free meals 
for all able-bodied students, she asked. 

Part of the free meal included milk, and the press 
jumped on Thatcher’s case for being mean, calling 
her “milk snatcher”, a Scrooge taking away food 
from the mouths of hungry children. 

Lady Thatcher cites this incident as a great lesson 
in politics: there were a dozen programmes she 
could have cut from the department's general 
expenditure list, and nobody would have given a 
damn. Instead, she made the mistake of attacking a 
popular subsidy that is — in the final analysis — 
petty and does not break the government's back to 
offer. . . 

Mrs. Thatcher ' /ent on to become a conservative 
figure of historic starure. She laid firm the bases for 
a modem British economy and a productive labour 
market. Many even credit her with making the 
opposition electable today; her argument against 
government coercion was so strong that the coun- 
terarguments seemed too silly and in need of rever- 
sal. 

Mrs. Thatcher’s final assault would have been on 
middle-class entitlements (a reductio ad absurdum 
milk subsidy). One commentator views this, not the 
poll tax controversy, as the true reason for her 
downfall. Her colleagues did not have real spine to 
risk angering their constituents, so they stabbed 
their leader, the reason behind tiieir being in office, 
in the back. 

Now I come to the Third World, to Jordan. I was 
go thoroughly disgusted that I did not bother read- 
ing beyond the headline of the government's plan to 
raise the price of bread. 

The issue is not whether the poor will be hurt, or 

whether the cuts make economic sense. It is know- 
ing what priority is. The priority is to put an end to 
a government coercion that has stopped nationalists 
from building a civil society, independent of the 
state, in Jordan all those years. In addition, target- 
ing bread in a country of no real democracy (found- 
ed on the rule of law, an economic and educational 
base) is always dangerous. 


Khaled Yacoub Oweis, 

Amman. 
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frame of the Barcelona process, which aims at a Eoro-Med 
free trade area by the year 2010; it is unlikely to resolve 
short-term economic and environmental problems in the 
Mediterranean states, which will continue to suffer politi- 
cal tensions, in turn promo ting greater pressures for emi- 
gration towards the north. Therefore, the challenge of sta- 
ble, multicultural societies will remain with the Euro-Med 
region for many decades to come. 

5. The historical question that is raised by this process 
is: What will emerge from the interaction between 
Arab/Islamic political values and European concepts of 
secular democracy? As these two worlds interact largely in 
peace and experience a blending of their populations, they 
also come face-to-face with two very different visions of 
how to organise society and state. 

The Arab/Islamic concept of 1 statehood defined by 
ethno/religio nationalism and communal identity appears 
to be in confrontation or conflict with the Western secular 
idea of statehood on the basis of laws that guarantee indi- 
vidual and equal rights, regardless of one’s communal 
links. The fascinating question, to my mind, is: Is the 
Western idea of pluralistic democracy on the basis of sec- 
ular nation-states really expanding around the world, or 
are the more ancient forms of religion- and ethnicity-based 
national configuration and identity slowly reasserting 
themselves and creeping into northern and western lands? 
Is Turkey, for example, with its immin ent I si amis v-secul ar 
leadership alliance, a sign of the future? Is Joidan an 
example of the expanding world of democracy, or the 
expanding world of tribalism — or a bit of both? 

The strength of the European approach to the phenome- 
non of Islamism is the desire to hold dialogue, learn and 
build a future based on truths and shared values, leading 
eventually to shared prosperity in a wide geographic 
home; its weakness is that it stresses religion too much and 
does not sufficiently appreciate the sharp political, social 
and economic dissatisfactions that underlie and drive the 
expressions of Islamist politics. The opportunities for dia- 
logue, political reform, cultural interaction and shared eco- 
nomic endeavour that Europe offers our region today are 
truly historic, and very important. We should recognise, 
though, that Europe’s Mediterranean initiative is driven by 
a combination of fears and hopes, to which we should 
respond with far more clarity and depth than the occasion- 
al request for more European aid, greater pressure on 
Israel or better appreciation of our cultural particularities. 


vw Micr 

WERE 


». K;,rJ 

• ■■ , m. 

^ ■* 

;„<i ... ^ :.*»» 
^ |l ”" ,v. '.rTiSPitii. 

® >«‘- ... . r : •.■frvnsw 

,j. - : ' .. . jfi:^ fw 
j - . ... rr.hicd 

>'.* Jif- 


<tn dt 
tie* ft 

LANs 

ftnpta 


cxdaj 

IttfRU 

work i 


But 

offices 

failure 
work * 
mg w | 
work 


- J n - 

• ,-rr.mt 



. a 

tvtftqw 
the to 

.'y- ^ 

who 

propl* 

-ik 1 k 

• ; a 

genera 


.• "v re? 

money 



Tte 

; 

(iene 

remain 


-.."/ris. 

rate c< 

■ L " i *‘ • " . 

c.iUIC 

maftag 

_• .•.air-' 


veunt 

.,T : 


Uisttstc 

- .•/ ' rt 
‘r-rh-n 

; 14. 

The \ 

- v firm 

report 


Rrwrar 


• ar.d 

bridge, 
a new 


! to 

abc xit 

.. .. •‘-I- 


live tin 

A **>-• • 

9 , v ;.'r> •: 


probkt 


. r\.r :c <-’J 

SI.350 


,• aether 

turn cv 


• - much 

"You 

" -r ' : 

:. :hc 

the A 

• -a as .iMc 

work us 

- i rr !*».• : 

-motion. 

the goo 

•. -m: jL'.b 

;• imestcJ 

Nahra. 

hi ir .. *L - 

:a pack -up 

ne> »y 


;> v..'Uki be 

cncc w 


crash. 

it tva* ( 

'TA'Ui/H 

.ere deed 

m\ vrif. 

-■> .vjt-;: 

K:;ou 

lot of 


.. hen the 

pnritaN 


.! »v- n. the 

Bui d 

■ if- - 1 "■ ■ • 

•» r with 

Amcnc 

"■£ S? 1 A ■ ''k >• 

.:• -vn 

making 

JS utM 

i.f a.tJ- a, 

- • . 4 chill- 

belief i 

.i'di.irrv v 

r “:c mJrtr- 

Slaws. { 

■; • - ■ 

:• •" Rip- 

duvm ir 

• :: 

daily. 

of hex 

: rrh.l'.wc 

; rv. ,urvcs 

now h 

:. iT.- jm 1 i. - 

• h. baled 

internal 

•- tr-:.! 1 . • . • 

muter 

in place 

..r 

'i :n:s«*r». 

kef 

■: .jirru • 

; r.c l.val 

Internal 

'fr. ' .. 

: ! \N - 

with at* 


Increase in bread pri 


'.win lied from pa^e 1 1 

-'-‘lie dll' the 

-si Ic^el - 1 he deficit in 
■'f-d huJec uil] be 
the cnuntrv 
che om-cqi: cnees 
VJehi hur.Jcr.. “ 

■ttme nimi- icr 
: ’- 4 d /ha: :h:.. i.v*erii- 
n " r increase t w - 
-'-I bread hcN >rir p- 

'ctanyahu 
for U.S 


4 


mg Ac 
the diffi 
adding t 
save die 
inillfOR 
He mb 
mew In 
bread t 
fodder 1 
sugar, p 
nee by i 
Gov or 
have ea 
governs 
subskfie 
the incr 
the prio 
inicmatj 
prices o 
up by m 
and the 
allocate 
suhsidts; 
cover or 
Mamtaii 
will nw 
which 
Mooetar 
warned 
against j 
warned 
coopem 
try if it c 
anced b 
subsidies 
Atibe 


K'otitiflf 

He « 
will also 


and vy b 

impftfcn 


V-oX?’ *: y- 

' .;'Sr?vv 


ay 




Jordan limes, Tuesday, July 9, 1996 


7 




*fUW 

'j 

WOTuiBp jrL; 

l*v , 

mm*h ■ 

irtW^r 4Sd *| ^ 
ttfe t&wtpL ..i 
WWftgjfa a fttf .*• 
flMfc* « tfwetfi,, • . 
i«fttturfe*»4« t j - 
I flgftte- - 

t^ag i 

Jr ft ^ ,<•, 

£1*8#? tfxpaftkji,-- 

«*&»&&* uf f*i,-. 
Maft a*i j,v*.- 
_ mU> Y*4>t 
F_ *-9^ ;r. i-;. 

m. « **$« «.r ;» E 


He j,» - 

bffct Ar«** : : 
m&m »*&« *»,: 

AHA jp&sprra-* - 
1 »)ftlfei4 >W^. 

JMftrviN*: ■:* 
aaflwfc lMMn if j' 


S*m&&**f >-l- . 
&#<>*«- -IV 

i 

? awd h*r 
iMft stare* w *• 

M *• 

tvf ■«. 




Betters 


if bread ciu: 
priori! it ,\ 


'nwuiij- 1 ^ 

tan* aw tttw » * 

$m&s& 

B flBg fl g sasStosJ^ : ■ 

^^JUttttar pr**- -r T 

jg itaai **»« •*“-- _ . '.;: 

flKlUV*t »4*r * * ' ' 
asfiwr 4 h* * 

gfe'tflfefcfr' ' 

me swars * : 

38t frraa ’F*- 
*t md 

*?«**" 

j t**’*iA '?-•“ 

8? -.« '■ 
mum*? v-- 

Q& - 

i- *t 

flfc** '' 

- 

<4*^%^ ** d* ■ ^ 

«*§#«#»** -• ' 

f giaMwaJH Hrf*^ 


$» «K Pm*- 1 * 



S#&e**a 

p> ■-’’' 

§| aq^tar s*!’- 1 *' *’ 

TWi**-* 
aa**ma* 
g fWU •*«*"■’ 
!«$#*«* : if * 
m&n >-* ** rr - 

0 ym. £& *. 1 

1 &*&*** 


, . )«’• % 






Features 


For today ’s office workers , the 
linked-up PCs is not without its 


transition to 
special perils 


By Kara Swisher 

EMPLOYEES WERE 
delighted when the 24 com- 
puters in the Kensington, 
Md., headquarters of Cen- 
tury Pool Management Inc. 
were wired together into a 
network. It meant the infor- 
mation needed to run 250 

community sw immin g 
pools — proper chlorine 
levels, work schedules for 
1,000 lifeguards, and more 
— could be freely traded 
electronically between dif- 
ferent screens. 

Then came a few errant 
keystrokes. 

They were made by a 
computer consultant who 
had volunteered to fit a 
small problem on the net- 
work as a favour to Century 
Pool’s president. Gene 
Kijowski. In a few seconds, 
the entire network came 
crashing down — the fail- 
ure of one computer 
became the failure of 24. 
Information that the firm 
needed, minute-to-minute, 
vanished. 

Fearful of the time and 
money it would cost to 
reconstruct the lost data 
through telephone calls and 
paper invoices, a panicked 
Kijowski called another 
consultant. After much 
emergency tinkering, the 
second consultant was able 
to recover the information. 
The firm quickly invested 
$1,000 in a data back-up 
device to ensure it would be 
covered after the next crash. 

“I thought we were dead 
in the water,” Kijowski 
says. “Because when the 
network goes down, the 
business goes down with 
it.” 

The network is down. 
Those words have a chill-, 
, ing familiarity-for the infer-’ 
. mation age worker. Rip- 
pling across offices daily, 
they are followed by curses 
and sighs and unscheduled 
coffee breaks as computer 
screens freeze up in unison. 

The culprit is the “local 
area network,” or LAN — 


an electronic pipeline that 
ties together once-isolated 
personal computers. When 
LANs work correctly, 
employers often swear by 
them: They allow people to 
exchange messages, docu- 
ments and software and to 
work cooperatively without 
leaving their desks. 

But LAN technology, 
offices all over the country 
are discovering, is prone to 
failures that knock a net- 
work off-line with infuriat- 
ing regularity. Getting it to 
work can be beyond the 
capabilities of the office 
computer maven, forcing 
the business to hire more 
people, retrain others and 
generally spend more 
money than planned. 

“The personal computer 
remains a disorderly corpo- 
rate citizen, expensive to 
manage and a focus for 
security, virus and lost data 
disasters.” according to 
“The LAN Money Pit,” a 
report by Forrester 
Research Inc. of Cam- 
bridge, Mass. Each user on 
a networked system loses 
about six days of produc- 
tive time a year because of 
problems, costing about 
$1,350 per PC, per year, the 
firm estimates. 

“You would always lose 
the document you were 
working on, and that was on 
the good days,” says Magrit 
Nahra, a Washington attor- 
ney with first-hand experi- 
ence with networks. “When 
it was down, I tried to calm 
myself. ...But I still said a 
lot of things that aren’t 
printable.” 

But despite the problems, 
American workplaces are 
making LANs as common 
as water-colours, in die 
belief that, whatever their 
flaws, they will allow pro- 
ductivity. About 90 per cent 
of businesses nationwide 
now have some sort of 
internal computer network 
in place, according to mar- 
ket research firm 
International Data Corp., 
with about 2 million LANs 


shipped to market in 1995. 

“They are basically every- 
where that counts” says 
Lee Doyle, an analyst at the 
firm. “It has been where all 
the growth in the informa- 
tion technology market has 
taken place.” 

Sheldon Laube, former 
chief technology officer 
with Utah-based Novell 
Corp.. the nation's largest 
seller of LAN software, has 
beard the complaints. He 
insists that the technology 
works. The problem is that 
people don’t always apply 
it correctly. 

“Problems occur when 
there is an enormous rush to 
change without an under- 
standing of where it all 
fits ” says Laube, who says 
that one of Novell's biggest 
efforts has been to help cus- 
tomers better use its prod- 
ucts, improve security and 
lower the costs of system 
ownership and mainte- 
nance. “Every new technol- 
ogy is always harder than 
the previous one before it.” 

Outsiders, however, con- 
tend that the LAN makers 
could bear some of the 
blame. “It's true that the 
LAN systems have become 
more mature with time and 
most of the bugs have been 
worked out," says Waverly 
Deutsch, senior analyst 
with Forrester Research in 
Cambridge. “But even if the 
problems are caused by the 
user, the software has to be 
idiot-proof.” 

Joint computing used to 
mean using big “main- 
frame” computers, with 
their collections of user ter- 
minals. Despite their size, 
mainframes are inherently 
simple, with all key com- 
puter operations going on in 
one processing unit And 
because the systems Have 
been around since— the 
1950s. most of the bugs 
have been exterminated. 

in the 1980s, personal 
computers became com- 
mon and they offered much 
more flexibility — in com- 
puting. Brightly coloured. 


personalised screens, easier 
use, fancy fonts, video 
images. At first they were 
“stand-alone” units. Then 
engineers began inventing 
ways to link them together 
into networks. Rather than 

the computing power being 

in one place, it would be 
spread all over the netwotk. 

A basic LAN is built 
around a “server,” a com- 
puter that stores software 
and data. The server acts as 
traffic cop as information 
moves around what can be 
miles of wiring that links up 
desktop units. 

The desktop units contain 
complex software and hard- 
ware of their own that allow 
them to monitor traffic 
going by on the network 
and grab what’s intended 
for them or add more to the 
stream. A desktop computer 
might contact the server to 
get software for a job, con- 
duct the requested comput- 
ing, send the results to 
another computer on the 
network, and then recontact 
the server for more soft- 
ware. 

But this increased com- 
plexity — and distribution 
of functions — multiplies 
the potential points of trou- 
ble. 

Some examples: A server 
stuffed in a small closet 
overheats because office 
supplies are stacked on top 
of it; communication cables 
connecting personal com- 
puters placed too close to 
electrical wires generate 
data transmission glitches; 
or software made by one 
company refuses to work 
with software made by 
another, freezing the whole 
system. 

Networks also are vulner- 
able because employees 
often ’tinker witlrsemngs on;.- 
the-PCs — even if that’s 
against company rules — 
inadvertently creating con- 
flicts with the network. Or 
they install their own home 
software programmes on 
computers at work, which 
then introduce computer 


viruses into the network. 
Or,' they kick plugs out of 
sockets. 

In short, there are too 
many people with an ability 
to screw things up, and too 
few well-trained ones in the 
systems department who 
know how to straighten 
things out. According to the 
Forres ter report, LANs cost 
three times more to main- 
tain than mainframe sys- 
tems. 

“It’s like being in constant 
white-water" says Jeffrey 
Swallen, manager of tech- 
nical support for Trigon 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, the 
Richmond-based health 
care organisation that is 
Virginia's largest. “1 think 
we have all found that mak- 
ing the technology work 
has proved more difficult 
than one would think ” 

Like many, Trigon made 
the shift over the last few 
years from a primarily 
mainframe system to a net- 
work linking thousands of 
computers. The hope was 
that employees would be 
able to serve customers 
more efficiently. 

“Malting different soft- 
ware from different vendors 
work together and keeping 
things working has not been 
easy” Swallen says. “With 
the mainframe, there is 
basically one path.” 

With networks, “Some- 
times, for example, you 
upgrade one piece of soft- 
ware and it makes some- 
thing else stop working... 
and another programme 
might end up using too 
much memory and slows 
every other programme 
down.” 

Tim Yuchenberg, an infor- 
mation services director at 
the Herndon, Va., office of 
Sallie Mas,. tb£ gown-. 
ment-sponsored student 
loan company, knows these 
problems too. 

“Mainframe technology 
has developed over the last 
25 years and the support is 
there that you just don’t see 
in the new systems yet,” 


says Yuchenbetg, whose 
500-person information 
services division serves 
Sallie Mae’s 5,000 employ- 
ees. 

Like many businesses, 
Sallie Mae is not m akin g 
the switch in full, continu- 
ing to use a mainframe for 
certain functions. Yucken- 
berg estimates that Sallie 
Mae's mainframe, often 
called a “legacy system,” 
only suffers a major failure 
once every two or three 
years. On the other hand, 
network crashes “are a 
weekly occurrence." 

A common computer 
industry joke: The defini- 
tion of a legacy system is 
that it works. 

That’s why Giant Food 
Inc. also took the slow 
approach in rolling out a 
1,000-computer network at 
corporate headquarters in 
Landover, Md It was only 
recently, says Bob Schoen- 
ing, senior vice president of 
information systems, that 
everyone using the network 
got electronic mail capabil- 
ities. 

Giant has established 
strict centralised rules over 
what is meant to be a 
decentralised system, giv- 
ing its information systems 
division power over what is 
bought and used by each 
corporate area. Its advertis- 
ing department, for exam- 
ple, was only recently 
allowed to link its Macin- 
tosh computers to Giant’s 
IBM-oriented system. 

“We took a hard posi- 
tion,” Schoenmg says. “But 
companies that let everyone 
do what they wanted in 
each part of the network are 
really having a horrible 
time linking everyone up.” 

And keeping everything 
secure is another challenge 
— the more open the sys- ■ 
tem. the more it is open to 
attack. “Security and the 
networking world have still 
not come up to levels they 
need to be,” says Larry 
Meador, president of Man- 
agement Support Technolo- 


gy Corp., a consulting firm. 
“When information was sit- 
ting only on a mainframe, 
this was obviously not 
issue.” 

The Washington, D.C.- 
based American Associa- 
tion of Dental Schools, for 
example, got hit with the 
“Satanbug” just after it 
installed its 50-computer 
network in 1994. That 
spurred it to add an anti- 
virus programme. “It’s def- 
initely teen a learning 
process and everyone has 
their horror stories,” says 
Thomas Freeland, AADS 
assistant executive director. 

Networks' often delicate 
health has created a huge 
new consulting and servic- 
ing business. According to 
Susan Scrupski, editor of 
InFoserver, a New Jersey 
newsletter on the computer 
services business, the net- 
work consulting business is 
growing at about 75 per 
cent annually. 

Guy Wassertzug, presi- 
dent of InfoStructures Inc., 
of Rockville, Md., a com- 
puter services firm with 10 
employees, helps organisa- 
tions such as die National 
Rifle Association and the 
Smithsonian Institution set 
up and maintain networks. 

Wassertzug has aimed the 
company at networks 
because there is more 
money there. A service con- 
tract for a mainframe sys- 
tem runs about $50 an hour, 
he says, while companies 
are wUling to pay twice that 
for people who understand 
networks. 

Joe Matera, president of 
Computer Pros, says busi- 
ness has indeed teen 
increasing since he opened 
his doors in 1982, though 
be thicks that businesses 
are now .booming comfort- . 
able wib computer net- 
works. “They are becoming 
increasingly reliable” he 
says. “The industry is 
maturing and the technolo- 
gy is getting tetter and peo- 
ple are more comfortable 
with it all.” 


Networking expert Laube 
agrees. “The adoption of 
LANs is a mature market 
and companies are well on 
their way to even newer 
technologies,” he says. 
Among the newer network- 
ing trends emerging are 
“Intranets,” company-wide 
sites that use the same tech- 
nology as the Internet's 
worldwide network of com- 
puters that has become so 
popular and that also con- 
nect the company to the 
outside world. This 
approach allows employ- 
ees, in effect, to set up their 
own Web sites — accessi- 
ble only to other employ- 
ees. 

Pat Setser, director of 
information services at the 
American Geophysical 
Union, argues that users 
must be patient as new 
technology continues to 
develop in the workplace. 

“People will wait three 
hours for a delayed flight in 
an airport — and put up 
with it — and then get furi- 
ous when their computer is 
down for only a few min- 
utes," he says. “What they 
should remember is that it 
is amazingly complicated 
and it’s only going to get 
more so in the future.” 

And for all the headaches, 
LAN users generally says 
that they are happy they 
made the leap to network- 
ing. “It’s been important to 
have it to allow us to work 
more efficiently, communi- 
cate among ourselves and 
with members and also 
open up our data to more 
people,” AADS’s Reeland 
says. 

Century Pool’s Kijowski, 
despite his' own horror 
story, agrees: “I wish I had 
done it even sooner," he 
says. ‘The network is my 
business.” 


The Washington Post 


Increase in bread prices will not affect citizens 


Deadly trade is legacy of Vietnam war 


(Continued from page 1) 

subsidies are retained at the 
present levels the deficir in 
the fiscal budget will be 
doubled and tfie country 
will bear the consequences 
of the debt burdens,” said 
the prime minister. 

He said that the govern- 
ment will not increase the 
price of bread before pay- 

Netanyahu 
leaves for U.S 

(Continued from page 1) 

Other Israeli reports have 
speculated that 

Netanyahu’s government 
may be prepared to push for 
a partial deal in which Israel 
withdrew' from the zone it 
has occupied in South 
Lebanon since the 1980s. 

A statement from the 
Prime Ministry responding 
to the various media reports 
said only that Mr. 
Netanyahu “did not intend 
to leak to the press issues he 
would bring up with the 
American president” 

Mr. Netanyahu met with 
Golan settlers in his 
Jerusalem office Monday 
before leaving for Washing- 
ton. 

Yehuda Wolman, a leader 
of Golan residents, said Mr. 
Netanyahu was given a pro- 
posal for development on 
the strategic plateau that 
Syria wants in return for 
peace. 

“The response was most 
positive ” Ms. Wolman told 
Israel Radio. 

On Sunday. Mr. 
Netanyahu’s cabinet cut 4.9 
billion shekels (S1.5 billion) 
from the 174 billion shekels 
(454 billion) 1997 budget. 

The cuts will reduce 
spending on the army, 
police, education, and con- 
struction as well as lower 
incentives for industrial 
investments in peripheral 


ing the Jordanian citizens 
the difference in the price, 
adding that this scheme will 
save the country nearly $53 
mill ion annually. 

He said that the govern- 
ment has been subsidising 
bread by JD SO million; 
fodder by JD 80 million; 
sugar, powdered milk and 
rice by JD 40 million. 

Government officials 
have earlier said that the 
government is forced to lift 
subsidies from bread due to 
the increase of the cost of 
the prices of wheat on the 
international market. The 
prices of wheat have gone 
up by more than three folds 
and the amount of funds 
allocated in the budget for 
subsidising wheat will only 
cover one third of the cost 
Maintaining the subsidy 
will mean a budget deficit 
which the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) has 
warned the Kingdom 
against allowing. The IMF 
warned that it will end its 
cooperation with the coun- 
try tf it does not keep a bal- 
anced budget and lift the 
subsidies. 

At the outset of the meet- 


( Continued from page 12) 

He said the agreement 
will also encourage regional 
cooperation between Jordan 
and neighbouring countries 
through the rules of origin 
and the funding of regional 
projects. 

Dr. Abdul Jaber conclud- 
ed his paper by saying that 
Jordan should strengthen 
economic and technical 
cooperation between its pri- 
vate sector and the Ell and 
enhance economic relations 
with Arab countries in trade, 
labour exchange, invest- 
ments and regional projects. 

He added that the King- 
dom should expand its eco- 
nomic relations with the 
Palestinian self-rule areas 
and try’ to remove the Israeli 
impediments to this cooper- 


ing, deputies demanded 
that the government refrain 
from raising the prices of 
bread because, they said, 
bread is the basic food for 
the majority of Jordanian 
families. They demanded 
that the government find 
other means to reduce the 
deficir in the budget. 

Opposition deputies 
warned the government 
against increasing bread 
prices, saying that would be 
crossing a “red line.” 

“Jordanian citizens are no 
more able to bear addition- 
al financial burdens and the 
increase in the bread prices 
could serve as a time bomb 
that might blow up any 
moment,” said the deputies, 
wbo demanded that the 
government find other 
means to address the bud- 
get deficit 

Minister of Supply Munir 
Sobar was quoted as saying 
the rise in bread prices was 
still being discussed and no 
date had been set He added 
that the government hopes 
to cut 40 per cent of the 
subsidy earmarked for 
bread, expected to bit $150 
million in 1996. 


ation. Jordan, he said, 
should also try to improve 
accessibility of its exports 
and labour to the Israeli 

mar ket 

Presenting die Egyptian 
perspective on cooperation 
with the EU which hopes to 
create the world's largest 
trade area by connecting its 
market to that of Mediter- 
ranean by the year 2010, 
Ayiuan Zaineldine, first sec- 
retary in the Euro-Egyptian 
partnership unit at the 
Egyptian Foreign Ministry, 
presented a paper on the 
challenges facing (he Euro- 
Mediterranean cooperation, 
stating that many differ- 
ences remain to be over- 
come before the conclusion 


By Adrian Edwards 
Reuter 

KHE SANH, Vietnam — 
high in the hills of Quang 
Tn province, a member of 
one of ^ Vietnam's hilltribes 
is searching with a $50 
metal detector through the 
eerie remains of the for- 
mer U.S. war base at Khe 
Sanh. 

The undulating electron- 
ic buzz is almost the only 
sound audible other than 
that of mosquitoes 
swarming above the bar- 
ren red-earth plateau in 
the intense heat of the 
early tropical afternoon. 

“When the sound stops, 
I begin digging” he 
explains, then demon- 
strates for the benefit of 
an accompanying camera. 

Khe Sanh, a U.S. base in 
the middle of nowhere, 
became a virtual buzz- 
word in early 1968 for the 
futility of America’s 
wartime involvement in 
Vietnam. 

The infamous siege that 
took place here at that 


of the agreement between 
the EU and Egypt can be 
reached. 

In his paper, he said one of 
the obstacles which face the 
Euro-Egyptian association 
agreement is the EU‘s 
refusal to fully liberalise its 
trade in agricultural prod- 
ucts, adding that the EU 
exports more agricultural 
products to its Mediter- 
ranean neighbours than it 
imports. 

Mr. Zaineldine added that 
another difference is the 
“idea which was brought 
forward by (he EU of insert- 
ing a clause in the bilateral 
agreements stipulating that 
one party could partially or 
fully suspend the agreement 


time cost the lives of 
untold thousands of north 
Vietnamese soldiers and 
around 500 Americans. 

Historical perspective is 
still unclear, but it’s wide- 
ly accepted the battle was 
intended to divert U.S. 
attention from prepara- 
tions for the Tet offensive, 
which followed a week 
later across what was then 
south Vietnam. 

Today lives are still 
being lost here and across 
this province as a direct 
consequence of that battle 
and of the war as whole. 

Until only a few years 
ago the surface of the Khe 
Sanh base was littered 
with bullets, casings, mor- 
tars, incendiary bombs 
and other remains from 
the war. Many were 
un detonated. 

Metal prospectors start- 
ed appearing on tbe scene 
— local people intent on 
making an extra buck by 
digging up and disman- 
tling old equipment and 
bombs and selling them as 
scrap metal or tourist sou- 


unilaterally if it considers 
that human rights have been 
violated by the other party 

He said that the agreement 
“might not deliver its 
returns, and its participants 
might live to regret a great 
chance lost” if the lingering 
differences are not resolved. 

Speaking about Tunisia’s 
experience after signing the 
association agreement with 
the EU, Amor Jibuti, direc- 
tor of the United Nations 
Specialised Agencies 
Department at the Ministry 
of International Coopera- 
tion and Foreign Investment 
in Tunisia, said the agree- 
ment presents a unique 
opportunity to modernise 
the Tunisian economy and 


At first the main buyers 
were firms in Japan. 
Today it’s local businesses 
and a state-owned metal 
firm further north in Viet- 
nam itself. 

“I reckon we get around 
20 tonnes of bombs here 
each week,” says Thai 
Quang Thanh, a worker at 
a local scrap merchant in 
nearby Dong Ha town. 

“We only cut up the 
bombs. Tanks and 
armoured cars are canni- 
balised for spare parts.” 

In this desperately poor 
area of Vietnam, where 

t ier capita earnings are as 
ow as $120 a year, it’s 
easy to see why the temp- 
tation to scavenge should 
outweigh the risks. 

A 250 kg bomb can be 
worth up to $28, repre- 
senting a substantial 
windfall. 

But the human price of 
this deadly trade is high. 
According to officials 
with the provincial 
authorities, prospectors, 
many of them cnildren, 
are killed or maimed 


enabling tbe country to 
compete in a market of 
more than 350 million con- 
sumers with high purchase 
power. 

In the session devoted to 
political dialogue within tbe 
Mediterranean region and 
its impact on the economies 
of the area, five speakers 
addressed the issue from the 
different perspectives of 
their countries and the 
unique economic and politi- 
cal environments prevailing 
in them. 

While Senator Jawad 
Anani spoke about the 
opportunities and chal- 
lenges offered under the 
new environment of peace, 
he warned in a paper enti- 


almost every week. 

“And that’s only the 
cases where they bring 
bodies to hospitals ” says 
the official arranger of our 
visit, Hoang Nam. “We 
think the real number is 
much higher.” 

At the Khe Sanh base, 
however, the quantity of 
war leftovers being found 
has dropped in recent 
years. Fewer casings are 
seen these days lying on 
the plateau surface. Some 
are arranged conveniently 
for the benefit of the 
growing tourist trade. 

But across Quang Tri 
province, as well as in 
provinces further south, 
no one has to look very far 
for real and deadly 
reminders of the war. 

This area was the scene 
of many of the bloodiest 
battles of the entire Viet- 
nam war. 

Hamburger hill, AJuoi 
camp, the rockpile and 
razor hill lie nearby — 
names irretrievably asso- 
ciated with some of the 
most brutal moments of 


tied “Peace and Economic 
Prospects” against the nega- 
tive impact of the failure of 
the peace process to achieve 
comprehensive peace in the 
region. 

Addressing the session 
was also Abdel Moneim 
Said Ati, director of A1 
Ahram Centre for Political 
and Strategic Studies in 
Cairo, who presented a 
paper on the Regional 
Cooperation in the Middle 
East. 

Hiiseyin Bagci, assistant 
professor at the Middle East 
Technical University in 
Ankara, discussed the 
“Turkish contribution for 
the Political Dialogue in the 
New Environment in the 


the entire Vietnam con- 
flict 

The amount of ordnance 
simply left lying around 
from a war that cost the 
united states at least $165 
billion is astonishing even 
today. 

Across the province vil- 
lagers can be seen digging 
holes for war remnants, 
often as groups of young 
children watch on. 

The consequences are 
grim. 

In addition to the deaths, 
official figures record 
some 4,054 people suf- 
fered serious injuries in 
Quang Tri by bombs, 
mines and other devices 
between 1985 and 1994. 

The majority of cases 
involved the loss of one or 
more limbs. 

“The state doesn’t want 
to' encourage people to do 
this, so we don’t provide 
any help for the families 
of victims,” says Mr. 
Nam. 


Middle East”, Khemais Jhi- 
naoui, head of the interests 
office of Tunisia in Tel 
Aviv, presented a paper on 
the political dialogue in the 
Middle East and Sven 
Behrendt from the Universi- 
ty of Munich delivered a 
paper on “Europe and die 
Peace Process: Potential 
and Constraints”. 

The conference will end 
today, Tuesday, after five 
other speakers discuss the 
chances and obstacles for 
trade and investment in the 
region. 

Also discussed in the final 
day of tbe conference will 
be die models and mecha- 
nisms of economic coopera- 
tion and integration-per- 
spectives for the Middle 
East. 


vemrs. 

Experts highlight opportunities, economic cooperation challenges 
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8 Economy 

Jordan sets up top state 
privatisation body 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan 
has decided to form a 
senior body to speed up its 
slow-moving IMF-directed 
privatisation effort, officials 
said Monday. 

A ministerial committee 
chaired by Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim A1 Kabariti 
will formulate policy such 
as privatisation priorities 
and a timetable for sales, a 
senior economic official 
said. 

Jordan embarked this 
year with the IMF on a 
three-year reform pro- 
gramme that offers a $295 
million extended fund facil- 
ity in return for steps to fur- 
ther liberalise its economy. 

The committee, the first 
institutional framework for 


privatisation, will oversee 
an executive unit to be 
formed in coming months 
that would be linked to the 
prime ministry and imple- 
ment a speeded-up pro- 
gramme of selling state 
assets. 

The reform programme 
follows monetary stabilisa- 
tion under IMF guidance 
since a Jordanian economic 
crisis in 1989 wiped out its 
reserves. 

It includes long-delayed 
privatisation of state utili- 
ties, accelerated moves to 
update laws, development 
of the domestic capital mar- 
ket and reform of the stock 
market by setting up a reg- 
ulatory securities and 
exchange commission. 


Jordan will submit to the 
IMF a timetable for privati- 
sation, needed to boost con- 
fidence among investors 
critical of Jordan’s pace. 

The government has 
taken tentative steps toward 
allowing private investment 
in state-dominated services, 
including telecommunica- 
tions and power generation. 
But, despite pledges, it has 
not sold profitable state 
concerns or large stakes in 
firms listed in the stock 
market. 

The ministerial commit- 
tee will examine options to 
speed privatisation of state 
enterprises by offering 
either stakes to strategic 
partners or on the stock 

marke t. 


Government sets off 
price spiral in Romania 


BUCHAREST (AFP) — 
Dizzying price rises intro- 
duced in Romania last 
week have sent shock 
waves through the popula- 
tion and plunged the politi- 
cal world into efferves- 
cence only four months 
from the next elections. 

The people were expect- 
ing the government to 
announce new privatisa- 
tions but instead it hiked 
prices by between 32 and 
58 per cent for many sta- 
ples including fuel, elec- 
tricity and bread. 

The government said the 
rises had been imposed on 
it by the “need to maintain 
macro-economic stability 
and pursue reforms”. 

The World Bank praised 
the government for its 
“courageous actio n” des- 
igned to “stimulate devel- 
opment of the energy sector 
and of the Romanian econ- 
omy”. The inference was 
that without the price hikes, 
Romania would have for- 
feited the bank’s support 

Petrol (gasoline) rose by 
32 per cent, electricity and 
home-beating fuel by 58 
per cent and bread try 52 
percent 

The increase in the cost of 
petrol had been expected 
after being postponed for 
several months but Roma- 


nians said they feared it 
would trigger a rash of 
other increases as has hap- 
pened several times since 
the market reforms began in 
1990. 

On Friday, the price of a 
ticket on the subway went 
up from 250 lei ($0.8 ) to 
300 lei (about $1). The 
railways have announced a 
40 per cent average 
increase in fares for the end 
of July. 

The furniture and build- 
ing materials industry have 
warned that prices will go 
up by 20 per cent between 
now and the end of the 
month. 

“From the farmers who 
sell their produce on the 
free market to the ’ hair- 
dressers or carmakers, no 
one is going to leave his 
prices un chang ed,” said 
Adrian Stand u, an econo- 
mist. 

He said producers would 
take advantage of the hikes 
to “recover pan of the loss- 
es incurred by their own 
ineffidency”. 

As in the past, die govern- 
ment promised that die 
rises would be “100 per 
cent" offset by wage boo- 
sts. The government pro- 
posed an average rise of 
20,000 lei ($6.5 ) a month 
for workers but trade 


unions dismissed the offer 
as “ludicrous”. 

Prime Minister Ntcolae 
Vacaroiu said die “price 
readjustments” would tran- 
slate into an inflation of 7.0 
per cent For July — a record 
since 1993. After this, the 
rate would return to around 
two per cent, he said, 
though specialists said this 
figure was “largely under- 
estimated”. 

Mindful of the impact of 
the increases on the elec- 
torate, the Social Democra- 
cy Party of President Ion 
Diescu urged die govern- 
ment Thursday to “find a 
way to increase compensa- 
tions” to salaried workers. 

The opposition mean- 
while accused the govern- 
ment of following a “disas- 
trous” policy and said 
Romanians would only 
“really be compensated 
with the creation of a 
democratic government” 
after the next elections. 

The Democratic Conven- 
tion (CDR) coalition, the 
leading opposition forma- 
tion, is considering conven- 
ing a special session of par- 
liament to debate the “cata- 
strophic” effects of the 
price increases on purchas- 
ing power which is already 
only half what it was in 
1990. 


THE Daily Crossword by Roger Jurgovan 


ACROSS 
1 Stanch 
5 Fire 

9 Old times, once 

12 Kind of skirt 

13 Hurry 
15 13 

17 Peeve 

19 Old allowance 
for waste 

20 German 
chemist * 

21 Absolve 
23 Burgeon 

25 Start to cycle 

26 Have being 
26 Malone of 

basketball 
32 Served without 
return 

35 Challenge 
37 Vexes 
39 Plant angle 

41 Greek wamor 

42 Crept ■ 

43 Siamese, now 

44 Sheriff DiHon 

45 Recorded 
■46 Land of 

leprechauns 
47 Uriah — 

49 Arranged once 
ihore 

51 River in Belgium 

52 Integers: abbr. 
54 Costa — 

56 Clear 
62 Like most 
mammals 

65 Ms. Miles 

66 Make worse 

68 Sri. course 

69 Lure 

70 Molecular 
component 

71 Must pay ' 

72 Only t 

73 Jay 

DOWN 

1 Hook’s minion 

2 Cab 

3 Use hyperbole 

4 Tightwad 

5 Comp. pL 

6 Farm unit 

7 Blandish 



6 1996 Trttxmo Madia Sorvicn me. 
M ngnts reserved 


8 Japanese 
stringed 
instrument 

9 Disentangle 

10 Modena money 

11 Eat carefully 
14 Field shelter 

16 Follower of: suff. 
18 — Penh 
22 Age 

24 Least desirable 

26 Earliest man? 

27 Indian prince 

29 Shankar's 
instrument 

30 Run away 

31 Monica of tennis 

33 Elate 

34 Log 

36 Lessen the 
seriousness 
38 Passover meal 
40 Reclines 
48 Lodz's land: 
abbr. 

50 Row 
53 Hurried 
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55 Conspiratorial 
group 

56 A Gabor 

57 Stranger, pref. 

58 Crop 

59 Tree fellers 


60 Mexican snack 

61 Environmental 
subj. 

63 Jacket 

64 Trial car 
■67 Inspect 
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Yeltsin seen facing 
tough budget battle 


MOSCOW (R) — The 
election party is over, the 
champagne codes have 
popped, and now is the 
time for President Boris 
Yeltsin to replenish Krem- 
lin coffers or face econom- 
ic doom, economists said 
Friday. 

‘There are no grounds for 
euphoria,” declared the 
headline of an article in the 
Izvestia daily by Mikhail 
Delyagin, of the presiden- 
tial administration’s eco- 
nomic problems group. 

“There is no money, no 
credit and non-payments 
are as bad as ever,” said 
Christopher Granville, head 
of research at United City 
Bank. 

Ml Yeltsin scattered 
expensive promises in a bid 
to secure his re-election, a 
worrying trend when his 
budget coffers were already 
short of 30 trillion roubles 
— the 40 per cent of tax 
revenues he failed to collect 
in the first half. 

An international Mone- 
tary Fund (IMF) mission, 
starting a monthly review 
of its $10 billion loan to 
Russia cm July 15, will be 
seeking assurances that 
these revenues are collected 
and the budget put back on 
its feet 

“Economic priorities are 
to make clear the make-up 
of the new cabinet, define 
its goals and address the 
budget situation with a 
view to raising revenues as 
soon as possible and ensur- 
ing the expenditure pro- 
gramme is consistent with 
overall budget goals,” 
Thomas Wolf, head of the 
fund's Moscow mission, 
said. 

Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, expected to 
keep his post at the head of 
Ml Yeltsin’s new team 
which is still to be named, 
told a cabinet meeting Fri- 
day that the budget prob- 
lems would be its immedi- 


ate priority. 

“Non-payment of taxes 
and their unsatisfactory 
collection and excessive 
volumes of tax relief and 
budget guarantees,” would 
have to be sorted out. Ml 
C hernomyrdin was quoted 
by Interfox News Agency 
as saying. 

Finance Minister 

Vladimir Panskov said Ml 
Y eltsin’s campaig n promis- 
es were in line with the 
budget, but economists 
were more cautious, saying 
the numbers were all 
unclean 

“My guess is the govern- 
ment mil just quietly 
shelve a lot of these 
promises. There’s plenty of 
room for fudge and com- 
promise,” said a Western 
economist who asked not to 
be named. 

The government can also 
cut other spending pro- 
grammes, including wage 
payments, be said. 

On Friday the govern- 
ment approved a list of 
tough measures which it 
hopes will recover all the 
unpaid taxes so for and 
ensure they roll in on time 
in the second half. 

Joachim Wermoth, a 
Western economist work- 
ing with the finance min- 
istry, told Reuters the 30- 
point programme would 
impose high interest rates 
on delayed payments and 
threaten culprits with the 
imposition of a government 
administrator if they did not 
pay. 

Tighter controls on ener- 
gy exports and alcohol 
excise duties would also be 
imposed, he said. 

“The Russian government 
has decided to accept a long 
list of severe measures to 
collect tax arrears ” said 
Ml Wermuth. “With the 
help of these measures we 
hope tax collection will be 
much improved in the near 
future.” 



"Your mom was just going through' 
a box of your old toys and she found 
a pack of cigarettes. You're grounded.' 


Iraq hopes to begin 
exporting oil in 2 weeks 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
Iraq’s oil minister. General 
Amer Mohammad Rashid, 
said his government hoped 
to sign contracts with for- 
eign companies and begin 
exporting oil in two weeks 
under the U.N. oil-for-food 
deal 

General Rashid . told 
reporters late Saturday that 
Baghdad hoped U.N. Sec- + 
retary-General Boutros r 

Ghali would approve an 
Iraqi plan to distribute food 
from the limited sale of oil 
in the next week. 

“Then we will sign con- 
tracts with (foreign) com- 
panies and four or five days 
later the tankers would 
arrive and be filled with 
Iraqi oil,” General Rashid 
said. 

“We are still optimistic 
despite the malicious inten- 
tions of some parties on the 
(U.N.) Security Council,” 
the minister added. 

“ Ameri can attempts” tO 
prevent the implementation 
of the oil-fix-food deal 
between the United Nations 
and Iraq “have foiled,” be 
said. 

Although an agreement in 


principle was reached May 
20, obstacles remain on the 
details of the plan, which 
allows Iraq to sell up to $2 
billion worth of oil every 
six months to buy badly 
needed food and medicines. 

It is a partial lifting of the 
crippling economic embar- 
go placed on Iraq for its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait 

U.S. officials have said 
the Iraqi plan is unaccept- 
able because it gives Bagh- 
dad too mnch control over 
food distribution, particu- 
larly in areas controlled by 
rebel Kurds. 

But diplomats at the Unit- 
ed Nations in New York 
said they woe encouraged 
by the progress of discus- 
sions between U.N. and 
Iraqi officials, adding that 
Baghdad was revising its 
plans and a solution was 
likely to be found to over- 
come U.S. objections. 

“As soon as the U-N. 
approves the distribution 
plan, companies will be 
invited to sign contracts,” 
General Rashid said. 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

$ by Hunri Arnold and Win Aiglrion 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
bur ordinary words. 
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YOU MIGHT CAUL 
GOING OUT WITH A 
[WEIGHT LIFTER TH 15.1 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answw hero : A K Y Y Y Y 1 f "Y YY] 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: HABIT DAILY TAMPER BOLERO 
Answer How the crying Want left the baby sitter - 
RATTLED 


Peanuts 


HERE 5 A BROCHURE FOR 
A SUMMER CAMP THAT., 





50RIW.. IF ANYONE 
MENTIONS SUMMER CAMP 
JO ME, I FREAK OUT.^ 


UlELL, HERE'S ANOTHER BROCHURE 
FOR A SUMMER CAMP THAT SAVS.. 

rif 




Andy Capp 




HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
TUESDAY JULY 9, a 
1996 * 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Rigkter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Study a propos- 
al well today by a fellow 
associate before you 
accept the full contents 
Later tonight, look into 
your financial status for 
necessary changes in 
your money situation and 
see if you can put some 
aside. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) Be careful you 
do not take that action, 
you have in mind fo# 
quickly today, or you can 
regret it in the days 
ahead. Think things 
through completely so 
the solution to some 
career matters and you 
will make the correct 
decision. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Don’t permit a 
friend to persuade to take 
some fast action today on 
a matter you have not yet 
analysed to it fullest 
Later this evening will be 
good for spending some 
time with close friends 
and have a good time. 
MOON CHILDREN: (Ju- 
ne 22 to July 21) Be sure 
to keep promises made in 
civic or career matters 
today without trying to 
make changes in your 
course of action. Avoid 
overspending on anp 
items for your loved ones 
which is not absolutely 
necessary for them. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Take it easy where 
some costly activity is 
concerned today. A close 
friend give you needed 
information for some 
new project, which will 
help in the completion. 
Avoid a certain newcom- 
er who could cause some 
difficulties. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Don’t try 
to pull a fast one in busi- 
ness today, or you could 
spoil your career and 
making further advances. 
Avoid being too Inquisi- 
tive concerning your 
career activities or you 
could be into hot water 
with some bigwig. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22; You have a 
plan for which your fel- 
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commit yourself to mon- 
etary projects at this time 
or you could find your- 
self in financial difficul- 
ties. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Cany 
on with the career activi- 
ties you have found to be 
successful and don't 
change your methods of 
operation. This evening is 
best for self-improve- 
ment and you can discov- 
er the best method to 
achieve your success. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 
21) Go after the enter- 
tainment which you like 
today and steer clear of 
the modem methods of 
operation which are not 
your cup of tea. ThL 
evening will be good for 
completing any career 
activities which are cur- 
rently in operation. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) Avoid 
criticism at your home 
today and you cai£ 
improve the situation 
there. This is a good da 
to invite close 
into your home and have 
a good time with them, 
show some affection for 
your loved ones. 
AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Plan 
how to have more accord 
with fellow associates 
today rather than try to 
force new plans on them. 
One in power later this 
evening is disagreeable, 
so steer clear of mis indi- 
vidual at this time, until a 
better moment 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Don’t jeopar- 
dise your safe position 
today by making some 
foolish investment at this 
time. Listen to the opin- 
ions of others especially 
those in authority who^j 
can provide you with*-- 
good advice' on being 
successful. 

Birthstone of ‘ July: 
Ruby — Tiger's Eye 


, CORRECTION 

L * Jordan Trcs regrets 
i' wcrurhr.'ji error that 
jxrared jjv July 8, 
m ihr artuic writ* 
a p;. Fancc^j Ciriaci 
jKinurted compe- 
mM. ncid rnc:ng stifle 
iimucsucira.'' industry." 
Taeparaaarh wrongly 
flfcd th^t ' "HikiTJ PTrer- 
uoeuncaU ws: h ID 215 
alio of pharrr.aceuti' 
imported in 1995. is 
i top of ihs i:*r of the 
ah Jordanian pkamuh 
.■suial rnar.ufaeiuring 
4Manie> According to 
^ntes at the Ministry of 
iaWv Lie f.ituaiion has 
Micned to an unaccept* 
extent especially 
feihe I'W devaluation 
i the Jordanian dinar." 

correct reading 
siukl be: "Hikma Ptiar- 
SttuccaJs with JD 21.5 
of pharmaceuti- 
4 exported in i995. is 
J top of the list of the 
Jordanian pharma- 
tnanufacorring 
according to 
'S? Ministry of 
5? 1 situation has 
10 m unaccept- 
especially 

j JfJ. 989 devaluation 
1116 Jordanian dinar.” 
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Business & Finance 

Dollar hits 30-month high against yen 


TOKYO (R) — The dollar 
strode past the 111 yen bar- 
rier to its highest level in 
nearly 30 months on Mon- 
day, helped by growing 
perceptions that U.S. inter- 
est rates may rise and by a 
fall in Japan's current 
account surplus. 

The dollar rose as high as 
1 11-20 yen in Tokyo morn- 
ing trade, its highest point 
since January 1994, but lost 
some ground and was hov- 
ering around 1 10.87 yen in 
late trade, compared with a 
close of 110.80 yen in New 
York on Friday. 

U.S. non-farm payroll 
data for June, issued Fri- 
day, had surprised markets 
by rising 239,000, while 
the jobless rate foil to S3 
percent 

The figures renewed 
expectations of a rise in 
U.S. interest rates around 
Aug. 20, when the U.S. 
Federal Reserve bolds its 
next policy-setting meet- 
ing, or even sooner. 

This would widen the 
interest rate gap between 
the United States and 
Japan. 

“Given the pattern of 
buying of high-yielding 
currencies and selling of 
low-interest rate currencies 
such as the yen, an increase 
in U.S. interest rates should 
strengthen the dollar” said 
Wataru Ito, deputy general 
manager at Sanwa Bank. 

“The dollar may head 
higher to arotmd 113 
yen... although there’s a 
sense that the dollar’s 
recent rise has been over- 
done,” said Noriyuki 


' CORRECTION 

The Jordan Times regrets 
a typographical error that 
appeared Monday, July 8, 
1996, in die article writ- 
ten by Francesca Griaci 
and entitled “Stiff compe- 
tition, rigid pricing stifle 
pharmaceuticals industry.” 
The paragraph wrongly 
stated that: “Hflcma Phar- 
maceuticals with JD 21.3 
million of phanxuiceuti- 
cals exported in 1995, is 
on top of the list of the 
eight Jordanian pharma- 
ceutical manufacturing 
companies. According to 
sources at die Ministry of 
Health, the situation has 
worsened to an unaccept- 
able extent especially 
after the 1989 'devaluation 
Of the Jordanian dinar.” 
The correct reading 
should be: “Hikma Phar- 
maceuticals with JD 21.5 
milli on of pharmaceuti- 
cals exported in 1995, is 
on top of the list of the 
eight Jordanian pharma- 
ceutical manufacturing 
companies, according to 
sources at the Ministry of 
Health. The situation has 
worsened to an unaccept- 
able extent especially 
after die 1989 devaluation 
of the Jordanian dinar .” 


Takano, assistant director 
of foreign exchange sales at 
Barclays Bank PLC in 
Tokyo. 

The U.S. jobs data, a 
resultant foil on Wall Street 
and the higher dollar als o 
rocked the Tokyo stock 
market, with the -Nikkei 
index dipping below the 
key level of 22,000 points 
for the first time since June 
11. The Nikkei 225 aver- 
age ended down 307.48 
points or 1.38 per cent at 
21 ,924.94. 

“The Nikkei fell in reac- 
tion to a sharp foil in New 
York. I’d like to see how 
New York share prices 
move tonight,” said Koku- 
sai Securities analyst 
Kenzo DoL 


The Dow Jones industrial 
average lost about 115 
points to end at 5,588-14 oo 
Friday. 

The dollar was also sup- 
ported in early trade by 
data showing a fell in 
Japan’s current account 
surplus in May. The figure, 
the broadest measure of 
trade in goods and services, 
shrank 46.4 per cent to 
361.2 billion yen ($3.25 
billion at current rates) in 
May from 674 J billion yen 
($6.07 billion) a year earli- 
er. 

The U.S. jobs data 
showed clearer strength in 
tire U.S. economy than had 
been seen for some time, 
accompanied by tbe emer- 
gence of infla tion risks, 


Sanwa Bank’s Ito said. 

“7 think there is an 80 per 
cent chance of a U.S. inter- 
est rate rise (by August), 
and the question is shifting 
to when and how much,” 
Mr. Ito said. 

Some currency dealers 
said they were wary of buy- 
ing dollars because foe 
falling U.S. stock ami bond 
markets could make invest- 
ments in dollar assets less 
attractive. 

U.S. Treasuries extended 
their losses in Tokyo fol- 
lowing Friday’s sell-off in 
New York, with the six per 
cent benchmark 30-year 
bond yield edging higher to 
7.22 per cent in Monday’s 
Tokyo trade after jumping 
to 7.19 per cent on Friday. 


“Unless the U.S. stock 
and bond markets plunge 
further, foe dollar’s strength 
won’t be undermined,” Mr. 
Ito said. 

But he added that there 
was concern about the pace 
of the dollar’s rise, saying a 
rapid rise to above 1 13 yen 
would be difficult for Japan 
and the United States to 
endorse. 

A rise in tbe value of the 
dollar weakens U.S. 
exporters’ competitiveness 
by making their products 
more expensive in global 
markets. It also causes 
inflationary pressure in 
Japan by raising import 
prices and putting upward 
pressure on Japanese inter- 
est rates. 
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Trading at stock exchange drops 
by JD 166m in first half of 1996 

** THE VOLUME of trading shares and 
stocks at the Amman Financial Market 
during foe first six months of this year 
amounted to JD 104.9 million compared 
to JD 271.2 milli on during the first six 
months of 1995. Trading at the regular 
market totalled approximately JD 90 mil- 
lion between the January- June period of 
1996 representing a 62 per cent decline 
from the JD 233.9 million during the 
same period of 1995. The biggest decline 
was in services as the trade in that section 
dropped by 75 per cent Tbe second 
largest was a 58 per cent foil in the sector 
of banks and financial companies and in 
third place was foe industry sector which 
declined by 55 per cent Trading in 
shares of insurance companies was down 
by 47 per cent. At the parallel market, 
trading dropped by 60 per cent from JD 


37 3 million to JD 14.9 milli on (AJ Ra’i). 

Official jobless rate is 142% 

** THE KINGDOM’S total workforce 
reached 949,000 last year, according to 
the annual report issued by tbe Ministry' 
of Labour. Tbe report showed that 
154,000 of foe total were females and 
that the “general economic participation” 
for all Jordanians averaged 24.6 per cent. 
Statistics revealed that foe number of 
people registered at foe Ministry of 
Labour and the Civil Service Commis- 
sion as looking for jobs was 137,410, of 
which 16,161 were registered at foe min- 
istry. The report indicated that unem- 
ployment in Jordan for those who are 
above 18 years of age was 14.2 per cent 
based on preliminary estimates showing 
that tbe Kingdom’s population in 1995 
was 4,260,677 inhabitants (AJ Ra’i) 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

3 bedrooms in A1 Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 J 
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Sports 


Martina Hingis of Switzerland (right) celebrates with her doubles partner Helena 
Sukova of the Czech Republic during their ladies doubles final match July 7. The 
match kas resumed Monday as darkness ended play with Hingis and Sukova up 4-1 
In the final set (Reuters photo) 

Hingis captures doubles title 
to make Wimbledon history 


LONDON (AFP) — Fifteen-year-old 
Martina Hingis of Switzerland became the 
youngest-ever winner of a senior title in the 
hisioiy of Wimbledon here Monday when 
she joined forces with Helena Sukova of the 
Czech Republic to win the women’s dou- 
bles. 

Leading 4-1 in the third set when the final 


against fourth seeds Larisa Neiland of 
Latvia and Meredith McGrath of the United 
States resumed on Monday, the eighth- 
seeded Hingis and Sukova raced home 5-7, 
7-5, 6-1. 

Hingis was three days younger than Lottie 
Dodd who won the singles title at the age of 
15 years 281 days in 1887. 


Graf getting too close for comfort 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Wimbledon-legend Martina 
Navratilova may have 
buried the hatchet with 
world No. 1 — Steffi Graf 
— but the German champi- 
on's seventh singles title 
win at the weekend means 
that she is now within strik- 
ing distance of taking over 
from her in the record 
books. 

Nine times winner 
Navratilova, who has won 
more Wimbledon singles 
titles than anyone else, had- 
been bidding for a record- 
equalling 20th Wimbledon 
title at the weekend until 
she was beaten in the quar- 
terfinals of the mixed-dou- 
bles alongside Jonathan 
Stark by Grant Connell of 
Canada and Lindsay 
Davenport of the United 
States. 

Had she repeated ber 
mixed doubles triumph of 
twelve months ago she 
would have tied ber friend 
Billie-Jean King on 20 
Wimbledon titles. 

The 39-year-old 

Navratilova, who apolo- 


gised to Graf last week after 
accusing her of faking 
injuries as an excuse for 
possible defeats, said: 
‘‘Steffi is one of the all-time 
great players. 

“As for the future, Steffi 
seems very close to my 
record but she's still very 
far. She’s within reach but 
sbe’s still got a long way to 
go- 

“I always thought that if 
anyone could do it then 
Steffi could because she 
started so earlyjShe?s in her 
prime physically,' although 
she's battling her body all 
the time. But she's winning 
the battle. 

“At 25, it’s easier to do 
that than at 30 or 35. It also 
depends on whether there 
are any players that can 
threaten her. 

“Right now, Monica Seles 
is not up to the challenge 
and the young ones haven’t 
spanned out yet” 

Navratilova blamed the 
media for inflaming the sit- 
uation after she made her 
controversial injury 

remarks. 


“She always has some- 
thing happening with her 
body and I think it’s a good 
distraction,” explained 
Navratilova. 

“I don’t think it’s her. She 
doesn't want to talk about it 
but the press keep bringing 
it up and exaggerate it to an 
unbelievable extent. 

“She pinches her knee and 
you read that Graf is ques- 
tionable for Wimbledon. 
They just completely- jump 
the gun. I think the ‘press 
should be held accountable 
for what they write.” 

Graf was clearly unwell 
with serious sinus problems 
the last weekend of the tour- 
nament but when asked bow 
she was feeling, said: 

“Everything’s fine. After 
Martina’s comments about 
me I’m not saying any- 
thing.” 

In the event, Graf needed 
no excuses. She charged to 
the title with a straight-sets 
win in the final over Spain's 
Arantxa Sanchez- Vi cario. 


History hangs heavy as baseball’s 
best gather today for All-Star game 


PHILADELPHIA (AFP) 
— Injured absentees and 
memories of 1993 contro- 
versies loom large here 
where Major League base- 
ball's best players have 
gathered for Tuesday’s 
annual mid-season Ail-Star 
gome. 

Lip to four players voted 
into starting spots by fans 
will not take the field 
because of injuries when 
top players from the 
National and American 
Leagues meet. 

Absent for the NL are San 
Francisco third baseman 
Matt Williams with a sore 
elbow and six-time batting 
champion Tony Gwynn, a 
San Diego outfielder, with a 
tom tendon. . W illiam s 
missed last year’s game 
with a broken foot. 

Missing from the AL 
squad is Seattle outfielder 
Ken Griffey, with Baltimore 
second baseman Roberto 
Alomar questionable with a 
sprained finger. Alomar's 
teaimnate Cal Ripken is the 
starting AL shortstop. 

"My finger is feeling bet- 


ter and my hope is to be 
able to play Tuesday 
because it’s an honor to be 
on the team,” the former 
Toronto starter said. Fans 
here are expected to jeer AL 
slugger Joe Carter, whose 
series-ending home run 
gave Toronto the 1993 
World Series crown over 
Philadelphia. This will be 
Carter’s first visit here since 
dashing the Phillies' hopes. 

Also recalled this week 
was the 1993 All-Star game 
in nearby Baltimore when 
AL manager Cito Gaston 
refused to insert hometown 
reliever Mike Mussina in 
the final inning. 

The game ended with fans 
booing Gaston for keeping 
them from seeing the home- 
town hero. Gaston this 
week called Mussina an 
obscene name for fanning 
the controversy. 

AL manager, Mike 
Hargrove of Cleveland and 
NL manager, Bobby Cox of 
Atlanta, rivals in last year’s 
World Series, also aroused 
some fans* wrath by stock- 
ing their team with many of 


imaoEtPifiii 


their own players as 
reserves. 

Cox has six Braves on the 
NL club, including four 
pitchers and starters fired 
McGriff and Chipper Jcmes, 
who opens in place of 
Williams. Hargrove has five 
Indians in the AL, including 
starters Carlos Baerga and 
Albert Belle. 

The AL lineup is paced by 
run producing leader Frank 
Thomas of Chicago, who is 
hitting .35 1 and also among 
AL leaders in runs scored 
and hits. Leading the pitch- 
ers is 1 1 -game winner Mike 
Appier of Kansas City. 

NL batting leader Mike 
Piazza of Los Angeles and 
Colorado’s Dame Bichette, 
who has batted in the most 
runs in the NL, provide 
power at the plate. 

Atlanta’s John Smoltz, 
whose 14-4 mark leaders in 
majors, paces the pitching 
talent that includes fellow 
Braves Tom Glavine and 
Greg Maddux plus relievers 
Mark Wohlers of the Braves 
and Todd Worrell of Los 
Angeles. 
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Dream Team III routs Brazil in exhibition 


CLEVELAND <R) — 

Dream Team HI bounced 
back from a lackluster debut 
to show their power against 
international competition 
with a 109-68 pounding of 
Brazil Sunday at Gund 
Arena. 

Guard Mitch Richmond, 
scoreless in the U.S. 
Olympic basketball team's 
narrow win against a team 
ofU.S. collegians Saturday, 
scored 21 points for the 
Dream Team, which opened 
a 20-point halftime leal and 
□ever let up against Oscar 
Schmidt and his mams. 

The NBA superstars dis- 
played too much size and 
quickness for the Brazilians. 
Scottie Pippen scored 13 
points aid four others had 
10 apiece for Dream Team 


m, which has three games 
left in its five-game exhibi- 
tion tour. 

“I was pleased with our 
defensive effort,” Dream 
Team coach Lenny Wilkens 
said. “We were disappoint- 
ed with our effort Saturday 
and that game was a bless- 
ing in disguise. We want to 
get guys into various spots 
and we are coming along a 
little better in hitting the 
open man.” 

The Dream Team looked 
rusty in a 96-90 victory on 
Saturday, trailing by 17 
points at halftime and show- 
ing none of the pizzazz that 
has wowed international 
crowds for four years. 

But it was a different story 
Sunday. 

Richmond scored 10 


points in the first half as the 
United States raced to a 50- 
30 lead. The Americans shot 
53 per cent (20-of-38) from 
the field and held Brazil to 
32 per cent (9-of-28). 

“They have more talent 
coming off the bench than 
we have in our starters,” 
Brazil coach Rauramdo 
Nonato de Azevedo said. “1 
was disappointed in our 
concentration. They looked 

tike they got a little better 
after that Saturday game. It 
was just- a challenge we 
weren't ready for.” 

In the second half, the 
laughter returned to the 
feces of the Dream Team. 
Pippen and Charles Barkley 
exchanged smiles after a 
fast-break basket and Penny 
Hardaway was seen danring 


in his seat on the bench. 

Hardaway, Shaquille 
O’Neal, Reggie Miller and 
Grant Hill scored 10 points 
apiece for the Dream Team, 
which shot 59 percent and 
held Brazil to 31 per cent 
The 3 8- year-old schmidt 
scored 21 points and 
Rogerio Kiafke added 12 
for Brazil. 

“I don’t think anybody 
can beat them,” Schmidt 
said. “Maybe in 20 years, 
somebody will come along. 
They are fantastic athletes 
and it was a pleasure to play 
against them. 

“Maybe one team out of 
the NBA would make it 
more competitive, but I 
think it’s a tittle bit unfair 
when the select team of the 
NBA comes along ” 


Nine years ago, Schmidt’s 
performance against colle- 
gians in the Pan Am Games 
was one of the events that 
led to the selection of NBA 
players for the U.S. 
Olympic team. He is the all- 
time leading scorer in 
Olympic bistory. 

The Dream Team will 
continue the tour against the 
Chinese Olympic team in 
Phoenix July 10, Australia 
in Salt Lake City on July 1 2 
and Greece in Idianapoti* 
on July 14. 

“We’ll be much better 
three days from now than 
we were tonight.” Baridcv 
said. 
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World Cup qualifiers 

Argentina, Peru draw 0-0 


LIMA (R) — Desperate 
defending earned Argentina 
a 0-0 draw against an 
unlucky Peru on Sunday in 
a soccer World Cup qualify- 
ing match after striker Abel 
Balbo was sent off in the 
30th minute. 

A hard-working Peruvian 
team, urged on by a capaci- 
ty 45, 000-strong crowd in 
Lima’s national stadium, 
constantly pressed 

Argentina but conld not 
convert its numerous 
chances into the single goal 
that would have decided the 
match. 

Argentina, who played 
without their top-scorer 
Gabriel Batistuta, were 
resigned to defend from the 
moment Balbo’s vengeful 
lunge at Jose Carranza saw 
his early exit 

And with sole remaining 
forward Claudio Cannigia 
ineffective, the South 
Amer ican giants only 
achieved one shot at goal all 
game 

“This result is really 
unjust,” said Peru’s coach' 
Juan Carlos Oblitas. “Only 
one team tried to play.” 

Cannigia — himself cau- 
tioned for elbowing — 
blamed his team’s lacklustre 
display on the Balbo send- 
ing off. 

Against a 10-man side, 
Peru found space down both . 
fl a nks to create good oppor- 


tunities bnt a lack of preci- 
sion in front of goal meant 
they wasted a slew of 
chances. 

They came closest to sc or- . 
ing in the 66th minute when 
Roberto Palacios — put 
through by a flicked header 
from Flavio Maestri — 
flashed a low drive against 
the post. 

Maestri caused persistent 
problems for an experi- 
enced Argentine defence 
and it was bis diving header 
that brought the best out of 
goalkeeper German Burgos 
wife a reflex save in the 
60th minute. And when, in 
the last minute, after a goal- 
mouth scramble captain 
Juan Reynoso struck a shot 
against Burgos, it seemed 
Peru were destined to fulfill 
their familiar role as also- 
rans in fee World Cup qual- 
ifying campaign. 

But while fee Peruvians 
now have two points from 
three matches, Argentina is 
also struggling after so far 
winning only once against 
Bolivia. 

Yet, if tiie Argentines con- 
tinue to display such a knack 
to irritate both the opposition 
and referee wife their con- 
stant off-the-ball fouls and 
petulance, FIFA, wife its 
penchant for “fair play," will 
not miss the three-time world 
champions in the finals in 
France in 1998. 



Argentine soccer player Claudio Caniggia (right) duels for the ball with Peruvian 
“Julinho” de Andrade during a World Cup qualifier match for France, 1998, July 7 
in Lima (Reuters photo) 


Valderrama scores as Colombia beat Uruguay; 
Bolivia hammer Venezuela 6-1 


BARRANQUILLA, 
Colombia (R) — First half 
goals by striker Fanstino 
Asprilla and veteran Carlos 
Valderrama helped 

Colombia to a 3-1 win over 
Uruguay on Sunday. 

The victory put Colombia 
top of the South American 
World Cup qualifying 
group. 

Antony de Avila sealed 
Colombia’s win with a 77th 
minute goal after Gabriel 
Cedres had pulled Uruguay 
bade into the game wife a 
goal early in the second 
half. Ruben Pereyra of 
Uruguay and Leonel 
Alvarez of Colombia were 
sent off near fee end. 

The result was a crushing 
blow for two-times world 
champions Uruguay who 
seem to be in a state of per-, 
petnal decline. 


Uruguay foiled to qualify 
for the 1994 World Cup, 
losing out to Bolivia, and 
Sunday’s loss followed a 
shock 2-0 defeat at home to 
Paraguay last month. 

They are now seventh in 
the nine team group, wife 
only fee top four qualifying 
for the 1998 World Cup 
finals in France. 

Unbeaten Colombia, how- 
ever, are in a healthy posi- 
tion at the top of the table, 
despite relying heavily on 
the -team which performed 
disastrously at fee 1994 
World Cup. 

Asprilla put Colombia 
ahead in fee 10th minute, 
eluding a defender and goal- 
keeper Claudio Arbiza after 
being set np by Victor 
Aristizal. 

Asprilla then set up the 
second 13 minutes later 


which was converted by a 
Valderrama header. 

Colombia let up and 
Cedres beat their defence to 
score for Uruguay from a 
free kick in the 55th minute. 

Colombia’s veterans were 
sagging but Antony de 
Avila, another stalwart who 
came on as a substitute, set- 
tled the match wife a shot 
from outside the penalty 
area. 

Bolivia win at altitude 

In La Paz, Bolivia celebrat- 
ed FIFA’s decision to allow 
them to play World Cup 
qualifying matches at alti- 
tude in La Phz by thrashing 
Venezuela 6-1 in their first 
home game since getting the 
go-ahead. 

Although FIFA stipulated 
that clubs must release play- 


ers 10 days in advance for 
national teams playing in La 
Paz, which lies 3,600 metres 
above sea level, Venezuela 
chose to fly in three hours 
before the start — consid- 
ered the second best option. 

Six different players 
scored for Bolivia as they 
threatened a repeat of their 
1994 qualifying campaign 
when a 100 per cent home 
record in La Paz, including 
a win over Brazil, helped 
them reach the finals for the 
first time since 1950. 

South American minnows 
Venezuela, who came wife- 
in a minute of only their 
third-cver World Cup quali- 
fying win before drawing I- 
1 wife Chile last month, 
were under pressure from 
the start, falling behind to a 
second minute goal by 
Marco Sandy. 


The second was courtesy 
of a penalty converted by 
playmaker Marco 

Etcbeverry four minutes 
before halftime as Bolivia 
hauled themselves back into 
contention for a place in the 
finals after April’s 3-1 
defeat to Argentina. 

Weary Venezuela capi re- 
lated after halftime wife 
Julio Baldivieso, Milton 
Coimbra, Berthy Suarez and 
Roly Paniagua all getting on 
the scores beet. 

Venezuela’s consolations 
were a 65th minute penalty 
by Edson Tortolero and the 
knowledge they done better 
than on their previous visit 
to La Paz when they lost 7- 
0. 
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Opening lead: King of o 

Dear Omar: 

I hope you will have some time to 
relax during your promotional visit 
for the 30u> anniversary of “Dr. 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 

5 TANNAH WRSCH 

JUDGMENT VINDICATED 

Zhivago.” Perhaps wall get in some 
bridge at New York'a Regency 
Whist Club. 

I held the South hand there in a 
recent rubber bridge game, part- 
nered by Bona Koytchcru. I did not 
think my hand quite good enough 
for a demand bid, but showed my 
strength with two takeout dotibles 
— since partner had not yet bid. 
neither double could be construed 


as being for penalties. Boris judged 
beautifully that his three trumps 
and doubleton heart were worth at 
least one trick, and voluntarily bid 
game on a yarborough! The final 
contract was simply a matter of 
technique. 

West led the king of diamonds - 
had that held, he would have bran 
in a good position to decide on a 


shift, if necessary. I ruffed, cashed 

th £-5 ce u and kiB 6 hearts and 
ruffed a heart. 

I returned u hand with the king 
of frumps and, when both defenders 
followed, the contract could.be 
claimed. I ruffed my remaining 
heart and, whether or not a defend- 
er overrufTed. all East-West could 
get were one trump trick and two 
clubs. 

Bridge is such an easy game 
when your partner trusts vour bid- 
ding! 

Regards, 

Tannah 
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John Travolta and Gene Layla ElwL.in 

Hackman. .in Ya Dun y a Ya Gharami 

Get Shorty <A '* Nc, 

|Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 | Sh0ws: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30 » 8:30 ’ 10:30 

Toy Story 

5:00 p.m 


CONCORD “1” 

Mel Gibson & Sophie Marceau .... in 

BRAVEHEART 

| winner of 6 Academy Awards] 

Shows: 12:00, 3:30, 6:30 p ifc30 

"T0NC0RD"“2”“ " 

Dracuia 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:30 




Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star 

Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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Sports 


Tour de Franpp 

Rife’ 

bravery 

pays 

dividends 


SESTRIERES, Italy (AFP) 
— Bjarae Riis’ bravery was 
rewarded by a win in the 
sboitcned 46km ninth stage 
of tte Tour de France from 
Monnetier-Les-Bains to 
Sestrieres Monday. 

The Dane also took the 
overall leader’s yellow jer- 
sey — putting him 40 sec- 
onds in front of former Tour 
leader Yevgeny Berzin and 
S3 seconds ahead of 
Switzerland's Tony 

Rominger. 

It is the second rime that 
the 32-year-old has claimed 
the yellow jersey — he 
wore it in the 1995 Tour, 
where he ultimately fin- 
ished third. 

Riis, enjoying his thud 
ever Tour stage victoiy 
after Chalons Sur Marne in 
1993 and Albi in 1994, 
attacked on the first elimh 
to Momgenevre, and 
although he was reeled in 
by Berzin, a farmer team- 
mate, and Abraham Olano, 
the Spanish world road race 
champion, he escaped a gain 
and was never to be caught 

“It’s a magnificent day for 
me and the team. I was a lit- 
tle sad that we could not 


COUNTDOWN TO ATLANTA 
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Ibam cars and racers of the Tbur de France climbs in the fog and snow the Iseran 
mountain pass July 8. Hie first part of the 9th stage of the race Val d’Isere to Sestri- 
eres was to be cancelled due to bad weather (Reuters photo) 

climb the first two moun- counter-attack he was left at gence of five-time winner 

tains but when I drove over die back. Berzin was then Miguel Indmain who took 


tains but when 1 drove over 
them I was happy that the 
right decision had been 
taken,” Riis said 
“I decided to attack from 
the start and it was a case of 
now or never,” he added 
Asked whether be could 
go on and win in Paris, Riis 
was cagey. 

“It’s two weeks to the fin- 
ish and there are a lot of 
good riders in with a 
chance bat with my team 
doing so well I could do it,” 
the Danish national cham- 
pion said 

Be rzin had looked in 
charge of the pursuing 
group, but when yonng 
Austrian climb er Peter Lut- 
tembergei launched a 


left trailing as be was bereft 
of any teammates — a 
problem which may cost 
him the tour. 

He lost his two best team- 
mates in the first week 
when last year’s fifth-place 
getter Ivan Gotti and fellow 
Italian Stefano Zanini 
retired injured 
Only Francesco Frattini 
was capable of rejoining 
him for the final elimh but 
was quickly dropped 
By contrast, four mem- 
bers of the Mapei team and 
three Telekom riders man- 
aged to stay in the lead 
group. 

Berzin’s problems were 
accentuated by the resur- 


Miguel Indmain who took 
the lead in chasing down 
Riis and Saturday’s stage 
winner Luc Leblanc — 
probably more to make up 
rime on Berzin’s lead over 
him than to try and win the 
stage. 

Indurain now lies eighth, 
four minutes and 38 sec- 
onds behind Riis. His 
dream may not be over 
quite yet 

Earlier heavy snow ruled 
out the climb to the Col de 
i’lseran, the highest point 
of tire race at 2,770m, and 
later the climb to the Col dn 
Gallbier was also cancelled 
because of 100 km per hour 
winds. 


Braves crush Astros, Rockies beat Dodgers 


Iran’s 
Olympians 
angered 
by visa 
delays 

TEHRAN (AFP) — An 
Iranian Olympic com- 
mittee official criticised 
the Dutch embassy 
Monday for delays in 
issuing visas for their 
athletes bound for the 
Atlanta Games. 

The unnamed official, 
quoted by news agency 
IRNA, said the Dutch 
embassy “had still not 
replied to requests for 
entry visas to the UJ5.” 
Eighteen Iranian ath- 
letes, including their 
first ever female com- 
petitor, will be compet- 
ing in Greco-Roman 
wrestling, boxing, 
swimming, shooting, 
weightlifting and ath- 
letics. 

Iran and the C.S. 
have had no diplomatic 
relations since 1980, 
m eaning the Ir anians 
had to go to another 
country to collect their 
visas. 


Olympics set to benefit 
from Wimbledon upsets 


LONDON (R) — The “strangest” Wim- 
bledon in living memory has given an 
unexpected boost to this mouth’s 
Olympic tennis tournament in Atlanta, 
even without newly-crowned men’s 
cham p ion Richard Krajicek. 

The likes of Pete Sampras, Andre 
Agassi and Monica Seles had already 
pledged to compete at the Games, but 
tbeir performances at the All England 

Club have suddenly raised the event’s 
profile with the U.S. Open jnst over the 
horizon. 

Four of the top seven men in the rank- 
ings — Sampras, Agassi, Goran Ivanise- 
vic and Yevgeny Kafelnikov — will be 
on duty in Atlanta, hoping to atone for 
personal disappointments which played 
a part in Krajicek becoming only the sec- 
ond unseeded singles champion in Wim- 
bledon history 

The Dutchman, whose straight sets 
victoiy over MaliVai Washington elevat- 
ed him back into tbe world’s top 10, was 
not included in his country’s three-man 
team but Graf beads an impressive 
women’s field. 

All top 10 women have indicated they 
will be in action, doing their best to stop 
tbe remarkable German who already has 
an Olympic gold medal to her credit 
from Seoul in 1988. 

Naming the two Olympic lennis cham- 
pions from Barcelona four years ago has 
provided a good quiz question ever since 
— the unlikely answers are Marc Rosset 
and Jennifer Capriati — but Atlanta 
could be very different 

Sampras needs to prove that his 
appetite for tennis has not been dulled by 
the loss of his coach Tnn GuIIikson, 
while Agassi has now had a fortnight to 


reflect on the dangers of not preparing 
thoroughly for major tournaments. 

Seles’s fitness remains an area of 
uncertainty, and tbe entire women’s 
game is still struggling to convince out- 
siders there is more strength in depth 
than has recently been the case. 

Grass is not the best surface on which 
to measure Arantxa Sanchez Vicario’s 
short-term title chances, but Mary 
Pierce, another Atlanta entrant, is among 
those for whom success looks further 
away than it did a year ago. 

Wimbledon certainly raised more 
questions than it answered. If Graf’s 
20th grand slam title merely confirmed 
her as the outstanding player of her gen- 
eration, Krajicek’s success was less 
clear-cut * 

The most likely explanation is that at 
24, tbe men’s game has a new champion 
ready to challenge tbe elite on a regular 
basis, demonstrating there is no such 
thing as a fluke Wimbledon w inner 

The alternative view is that Krajicek 
was a fortunate man in a non-vintage 
tournament plagued by injuries and wet 
weather which tested the patience of 
everyone involved. 

Few fans would have suspected before 
tbe championships that singer Cff 
Richard would turn in a better perfor- 
mance on centre court than Agassi man - 
aged. 

But the Las Vegan has always had an 
eye for the big stage and could be the 
man to watch when the Olympic merry- 
go-roond starts. 1 

Despite the evidence of Wimbledon, 
normal service may soon be resumed. 


ATLANTA (R) — Greg 
Maddnx showed his love 
for home sweet home again 
Sunday and Fred McGriff 
bomered and drove in three 
runs to lead tbe Atlanta 
Braves to a 9-1 win over die 
Houston Astros. 

Maddux (9-6), one of four 
Atlanta pitchers going to 
Tuesda y ’s All-S tar game, 
allowed one run and seven 
hits in. six innings as he 
■ improved to 17-6 lifetime 
agaimt Houston. 

Home field again proved 
big advantage for Maddux, 
who is 8-1 with a 2.25 era 
at Fulton County Stadium 
this season. In his last six 
home starts, he is 5-0 with a 
0.97 era. 

“We needed a win today ” 
Maddux said. “It’s great to 
get a little momentum 
going into tbe break.” 
Houston starter Donne 
Wall (6-1) allowed four 
runs and four hits in three 
innings. The Astros lost for 
tiie first time in wall’s 11 
starts this yean 
The Eastern Division- 
leading Braves enter tbe 
break with the best record 
in tiie National League at 
54-33. 

In Montreal, Rbeal 
Cormier went eight strong 
innin g s and Danin Fletch- 
er’s two-run homer in the 
sixth put the Montreal 
Expos ahead for good in a 
4-3 victory over the Mets 
that averted a New York 
sweep of a four-game set 
Cormier (5-5) allowed 
three runs, eight hits and no 
walks with eight strikeouts. 
He started the ninth and 
surrendered Todd Hund- 
ley^ 23rd homer before 
giving way to Mel Rojas, 
who retired all three batters 
he faced for his 12th save. 

“I was playing like it was 
a 1 must-win game for 
myself. I really wanted to 
win tiie game and thank 


w 


goodness we did,” Fletcher 
said. 

“If we would have gotten 
swept here by the Mets, that 
would have been like 
putting a cloud over your 
head.” 

Montreal snapped a four- 
game skid while New York 
had a four-game win streak 
halted. 

In Philadelphia, Charles 
Johnson’s.. double 

sparked a titfe^im 10th 
inning and tiie Honda Mar- 
lins made Cookie Rojas' 
managerial debut a success- 
ful one by rallying for a 7-4 
victoiy over the Philadel- 
phia Rallies. 

Rojas, wbo spent seven of 
his 16-year playing career 
with Philadelphia, was 
named interim manager 
after the Marlins fired Rene 
Lacbemann, tbe only skip- 


per in team history. 

Florida broke its seven- 
game losing streak and 
heads into the All-Star 
break with a 40-47 record. 

Pinch-hitter Andre Daw- 
son’s RBI single in tbe 
eighth sent the game into 
extra innings. Teny Math- 
ews (2-3) got the win. 

In Los Angeles, Kevin 
Ritz combined with two 
relievers<£«n™a five-hitter 
and all-ffH^Epc Young, had 
three hits, two RBI and 
scored a ran as the Col- 
orado Rockies averted a 
four-game sweep with a 3-0 
victoiy over the Los Ange- 
les Dodgers. 

In San Diego, Ken 
Canriniti and Rickey Hen- 
derson each bomered and 
drove in three runs and Fer- 
nando Valenzuela gave up 
three runs over six innings 


Roof For Rent — 

- Near, Alafijia Abela Stores . ■ 

The biggest and the nignest roof In Snmeisani. Area: 
496 sq.m, overlooking Amman. With entrance and 
superb elevator. Consists of 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
wide and new kitchen, glassed-in verandas, and wide 
terrace. It can be rented unfurnished or furnished to the 
taste of tenant. 

For information, call 673444.__ 


to lead the padres to their 
fifth straight win, 10-3 over 
tiie San Francisco Giants. 

In Chicago, Ifenry 
Shumpert, wbo struck out 
with the bases loaded in the 
ninth inning, singled with 
one out in the bottom of the 
13tb to lift the Chicago 
Cubs to a 7-6 victory -over 
the Cincinnati Reds. 

Mark Grace led off by 
drawing a walk and moved 
to second cm a wild pitch by 
Johnny Ruffin (1-3). 
Sammy Sosa struck out and 
Luis Gonzalez was inten- 
tionally walked before 
Shumpert lined a 1-2 pitch 
off the base of the left-field 
wall 

In Pittsburgh, Charlie 
Hayes’s bases-loaded triple 
highlighted a five-run fifth 
inning that lifted tbe Pitts- 
burgh Pirates to an 8-2 vic- 
tory over the Sl Lotus Car- 
dinals, wbo had their five- 
game winning streak 
snapped. 


Officials pragmatic as Afghan squad gears up 


KABUL (AFP) - War-tom 
Afghanistan is sending a 
team to the Olympic Gaines 
for only the third time in its 
history, but officials here 
are not banking on the 
squad talcing home any 

medals 

“Psychologically and 
economically our athletes 
are not in a good position,” 
Mohammad Aobwar Jig- 
dalek, the 'president of the 
Afghan National Olympic 
Committee, told AFP. 

“The fighting around tbe 
country, especially near 
Kabul, and years of eco- 
nomic hardship brought by 
the civil war make proper 
training very dangerous and 
potentially catastrophic — 
as was proved recently 
when rockets landed in the 
place where athletes were 
working out,” he said. 

“We cannot expect out 
athletes to perform excep- 
tionally against well- 





A regional office in Amman has immediate 
vacancy for Sales Manager (male) who has 
the following qualifications:- 

1) University graduated. 

2) Knowledge of business administration. 

3) Age between 35 - 40 years. 

4) Excellent command of English and Arabic. 

5) Minimum 10 years experience in foreign companies. 

Apply now by sending your CV with a recent 
photograph to the attention of 'the General 
Manager, 

P.O.Box 940353 (11194), 

Amman - Jordan. 


CAR FOR SALE 

An international organisation is selling a car through ten- 
dering, customs not paid. Bidders should send their offers 
in sealed envelopes to the attention of the representative 
not later than July 20, 1996 to the following address: 
P.O.Box: 17101, Amman 11195, Jordan. 

The car Peugeot (505), model 1989, air-conditioned, 
power steering, very good condition. 

For further Information contact the Administration 
Assistant, Tel: 691261/213. 


Today at ; 

Cinema Philadelphia & Cinema Concord 
Tel.634144 Tel.677420 

Are proud to present the greatest movie 
shot which won 6 Oscar prizes in 1996 


trained and rested teams 
from around the wodd 
when come from hardship 
conditions like we are 
experiencing here.” 

The national Olympic 
wrestling coach, Abdul 
Rashed Rahimi, agreed, 
saying his squad was trying 
hard but was faced with a 
range. of daunting obstacles 
when it comes to excelling 
in Atlanta. 

“We cannot hope to win 
gold in such a large event 
Rich and peaceful countries 
with proper training facili- 
ties must win on the day,” 
he said. “What others can 
accomplish in a year takes 
us 10 years. 

“But our participation in 
tbe games as a war-stricken 
country will be difficult 
enough to achieve and mil 
be a matter of pride for us 
no matter what the outcome 
is. 

“We want tiie world to 
know that we are true 
sportsmen and that we are 
keen to compete despite the 
problems we face. Our ath- 
letes will surely be tbe 
bravest at the Games as 
they have tbe worst condi- 


tions to train but will still 
compete under tbe same 
rides.” 

Kabul is sending a 15- 
strong team to the Atlanta 
Games to compete in 
wrestling, boxing, athletics, 
table tennis and judo 
events. 

Many of the athletes are 
Afghans ' fiving abroad — 
including'ibe six-man table 
tennis squad which trained 
in the Imbed States. One of 
four wrestlers is in Canada, 
while another is based in 
Britain. 

It will be only tbe third 
time in the history of tbe 
100-year-old Games that 
Afghanistan has taken part 

But putting a team togeth- 
er is no mean feat for a 
country which has been 
almost constantly at war for 
the past 16 years, officials 
said. 

Tbe main problems are 
finding sufficient funding 
to train, transport and lodge 
(he squad and also the lack 
of adquately prepared, 
experienced and uninjured 
athletes, Jigdalek said. 

“We simply don’t have 
tbe funds we need to give 


our athletes tbe training 
they need.” be said. 

“Our athletes get almost 
nothing to help their prepa- 
rations, which means it is . 
difficult to attract good 
sportsmen. Even If we do, 
we are very short of equip- 
ment and specialized 
coaching techniques.” 

Despite the financial and 
practical problems faced by 
the team, Afghanistan 
sports officials are hoping 
for at least respectable 
results from top athletes. 

Tbe stars of tbe Aghan 
team are likely to be 71kg 
middleweight boxer Jawid 
Aman, 23, who trained in 
India, and wrestler Nasir 
Ahmad, who fives in Cana- 
da and who won gold for 
his adopted country in tbe 
1994 Commonwealth 
Games. 


A COMPLETELY INDEPENDENT FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

One of Paradise City villas. 300 square metre, four bedrooms, wonderful view. A 
few minutes drive from Khalda Gas Station, on the way to the Royal Palaces. 

Please call 668410. If you receive no answer then call 644201 
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Agents of elevators and electric stairs 


Agents of elevators anaeiecmc siaira 


Braveheart 

Starring: 

Mil Gibson, 
Sophie Marseau, 
Patrick McGoothan 


Shows at Philadelphia :12:00, 3:00, 6:00 
Shows at Concord 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30 


Save water 

every drop counts 
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NEW ZEALAND'S MOUNT RUAPEHU ERUPTS: Two people watch Mount Ruapehu, 
located in the central north island, billow smoke and ash during its biggest eruption for 
several weeks Monday. The volcanic ash clouds dosed the country's biggest airport for 
the second night running, with about 3,000 domestic and international passengers suf- 
fering delays or cancellations (see story on page 5) (Renters photo) 


Sharon enters government at 
head of giant super-ministry 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Ariel 
Sharon, the fer-right hardlin- 
er who Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu want- 
ed to sideline, formally 
entered the government 
Monday as bead of one of 
Israel's largest ministries. 

The Israeli parliament 
voted by 58 votes to 33 to 
appoint Mr. Shanxi as head 
of a newly-created infra- 
structure super-ministry, with 
a wide range of powers and 
an annual budget of two bil- 
lion dollars. 

Mr. Sharon, 67, a champi- 
on of expanding Jewish set- 
tlements and an outspoken 
opponent of Palestinian self- 
rule, immediately took the 
oath of office without com- 
ment. 

His formal entry into the 
cabinet came as Mr. 
Netanyahu flew to the United 
States where officials see Mr. 
Sharon as an obstacle to the 
peace process. 

Indeed, Mr. Netanyahu had 
tried to keep the hawkish ex- 
general out of his cabinet but 


Foreign Minister David Levy 
forced his hand by threaten- 
ing to quit unless he came up 
with a job for Mr. Sharon by 
Monday. 

Mr. Levy’s ultimatum 
sparked frantic negotiations 
to create the new minis try, 
and Mr. Netanyahu had to 
delay his departure to 
Washington for several hours 
to propose Mr. Sharon’s 
appointment to parliament 
and beat the deadline. 

Justifying the hastily put- 
together ministry, Mr. 
Netanyahu told parliament: 
“the scale of Israel must 
accomplish a superhuman 
effort to develop and mod- 
ernise. 

‘This ministry is aimed at 
coordinating work to this end 
in the most effective way” 

Hie post will give Mr. 
Sharon a say in negotiations 
with Israel's Arab neighbours 
in his role as head of water 
resources and building settler 
bypass roads on the West 
Bank. 

He will have power over 


energy, poets, land manage- 
ment, railways, mines, public 
works and settler bypass 
roads on the West Bank in 
the mmistry, pieced together 
from parts of other portfo- 
lios. 

Mr. Netanyahu had to rail- 
road several other ministers 
into giving up some of their 
prerogatives in five days of 
frantic negotiations since Mr. 
Levy made his ultimatum. 

Deputy Housing Minister 
Meir Porush, of the ultra- 
orthodox United Torah 
Judaism Party, refused until 
the last minute to hand over 
die large public works 
department to Mr Sharon. 

And a compromise had to 
be found with Agriculture 
Minister Rafael Eytan, who 
will keep control of water 
supplies to agriculture while 
Mr. Sharon will negotiate 
with neighbouring Arab 
states oo sharing water 
resources. 

Mr. Netanyahu, anxious to 
convince his U.S. allies be is 
committed to pursuing peace 


Kuwait holds 4 boats in alleged Iraq trade 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait said 
on Monday it seized four cargo 
vessels in the northern Gulf at 
the weekend for allegedly 
breaking economic sanctions 
a gainst 1 Baghdad by carrying 
goods to and from Iraq. 

The Gulf stale occupied by 
Iraq in 1990-91 said its coastal 
police had to fire shots to force 
two of the vessels to stop. 

“The four boats are being 
held because they have broken 
sanctions against Iraq and legal 
action is being taken against 
them,” said on interior ministry 
statement of toe second such 
incident in a month. 

Marine police boarded and 


seized two wooden boats on 
Saturday coming from Iraq 
carrying caigoes of urea and 
heading towards toe United 
Arab F.mirates (UAE). One 
was Indian-flagged and the 
other UAE-flagged, toe min- 
istry said. 

On Sunday marine police 
had to fire shots across toe 
bows of two vessels to force 
them to stop heading for Iraq. 
One vessel carried tyres and 
batteries. The second earned 
tyres, batteries and what toe 
ministry called money count- 
ing machines. 

The crew of the two vessels 
held on Sunday had papers 


in dicating they were carrying 
goods from toe UAE to 
Kuwait, the ministry said. The 
statement said toe crew of toe 
four vessels were variously 
Indian and Pakistani. It gave 
no further details. 

On June 19 Kuwait said it 
had turned bade three UAE 
dhows and a Panamanian- 
flagged vessel attempting to 
sail to Iraq with car spare parts, 
computers and car tyres. They 
were escorted back to the UAE 
by what Kuwait called “friend- 
ly forces." Diplomats say ships 
found to be sanctions-busting 
are normally escorted to Gulf 
Arab states where officials 


inspect the vessel, sell off any 
contraband oil or goods and 
deposit toe proceeds in a U.N. 
escrow account. 

In April, the U_S. Navy said 
a U.S.-led mnhinational naval 

patrol helping enforce sanc- 
tions against Iraq found 76 
vessels suspected of breaking 
the restrictions among the 
10.000 vessels it boarded in 
toe past 5-1/2 years in the Gulf 
and Red Sea. Iraq says the 
sanctions imposed after, its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait are 
causing severe suffering 
among its people. Food and 
medicine supplies are exempt 
from the restrictions. 


Bodyguards arrested 
after failed attempt on 
Saddam Hussein’s life 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Some 25 Iraqi security offi- 
cers have been arrested fol- 
lowing a failed attempt on 
President Saddam 

Hussein’s life, Iraq’s former 
intelligence chief said on 
Monday. 

Wafic Samarrai, Iraq’s 
former head of military 
intelligence, told Kuwait’s 
official news agency 
KUNA that most of the 25 
officers arrested were mem- 
bers of Saddam Hussein's 
personal bodyguard. 

Mr. Samarrai said last 
week the Iraqi leader had 
survived an assassination 
attempt recently, and that 
there had been several 
arrests connected with the 
plot He did not previously 
give any figures. 


“The dangerous situation 
in Iraq is reflected in the 
planned assassination 
attempt of Saddam that 
reaches deep into the sys- 
tem responsible for his pro- 
tection," Mr. Samarrai told 
KUNA in London. 

Mr. Samarrai also con- 
firmed that hundreds of 
Kuwaiti prisoners were still 
being held in Iraq, more 
than five years after Iraq’s 
seven-month occupation 
ended in February 1991. 

He said the prisoners were 
moved around regularly to 
ensure they were not detect- 
ed. 

Mr. Samarrai defected 
from Iraq 18 months ago. 
and is now based in 
Damascus. He began a visit 
to London last week. 


Arab, European experts highlight QgpqjtHmties; 
challenges inherent in economic cooperation 


By Ghaha Alul 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A conference on 
“Regional Economic 

Cooperation in the 
Mediterranean" started here 
Monday with 10 speakers 
from Arab and European 
countries presenting papers on 
the challenges and opportuni- 
ties of Euro-Mediterranean 
economic cooperation as well 
as the significance of toe polit- 
ical dialogue between coun- 
tries of the Middle Eastern 
region. 

The conference, which was 
organised by the Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation in 
cooperation with A1 Urdun A1 
Jadid Research Centre, 
addressed economic coopera- 
tion within the region as well 
as Euro-Mediterranean coop- 
eration with focus on possibil- 


ities for enhancing such coop- 
eration and the challenges it 
entails. 

Participants presented dif- 
ferent perspectives pertaining 
to this issue Speakers from 
Jordan discussed the country's 
position on economic cooper- 
ation in toe region and with 
the European Union (EU) 
while Tunisia, on toe other 
hand, highlighted its experi- 
ence with toe association 
agreement with toe EU and 
Turkey presented its views on 
toe possibilities of creating a 
problem-free Mediterranean- 

On the political dialogue in 
the Middle East and its impact 
on toe economies of the 
region, participants discussed 
Europe’s role in toe peace 
process, toe Turkish contribu- 
tion for political dialogue in 
toe new environment in toe 
region, the regional coopera- 


tion in the Middle East as well 
as peace and economic 
prospects. 

The conference was inaugu- 
rated by Minister of hxiustry 
and Trade Ali Abul Ragheb 
who, in his opening speech, 
stressed die importance of 
regional cooperation among 
countries of die 
Mediterranean basin and the 
European states to guarantee 
peace and stability in die area. 

Ml Abul Ragheb said toe 
political and security dimen- 
sions of development should 
doc be neglected in regional 
cooperation due to their 
importance in consolidating 
peace and stability. 

He stressed the intercon- 
nectedness of toe social and 
economic dimensions of 
development, saying that 
cooperation in both fields 
should proceed at parallel lev- 


els. 

Regional economic cooper- 
ation needs qualified man- 
power winch could under- 
stand and communicate with 
each other in order to ensure 
toe success of such coopera- 
tion, Ml Abul Ragheb added. 

He stressed the importance 
of providing financial assis- 
tance and soft loans to coun- 
tries with less national income 
in order to improve basic 
infrastructure and social ser- 
vices. He also called for toe 
establishment of joint invest- 
ment projects among coun- 
tries of the region, stressing 
the need to encourage transfer 
of technology and abolish 
non-customary trade barriers 
among countries of the 
Mediterranean region. 

On Jordan’s position on 
economic cooperation in the 
region and with the EU, 


Tayseer Abdul Jaber, director 
of toe Arab Consulting 
Centre, said Jordan’s econo- 
my is limited compared with 
developed and developing 
countries and the best way for 
toe Kingdom to improve its' 
economy is to follow an 
export-oriented policy and to 
liberalise its trade. 

He said the association 
agreement which Jordan and 
the EU are in the final phase 
of negotiating will prepare the 
country to gradually liberalise 
its trade, adding that this step 
is necessary for joining toe 
World Trade Organisation 
(WTO). Dl Abdul Jaber said 
the association agreement will 
also lead to a decrease in cus- 
tom duties to Jordan and will 
present increased competition 
for Jordanian industries. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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U.S. forces to hold exercises in Gulf 

DUBAI (AFP) — U.S. military forces will take part in rapid 
deployment exercises in the Gulf in July and August aimed at 
testing their combat capabilities, a U.S. Navy statement said 
Monday. “Members of the U.S. central command’s army, navy, 
air force and marine components will conduct a joint short- 
notice deployment exercise known as Rugged Nainiils," said the 
statement from die UJS. naval forces central command in Dubai. 
The statement said the manoeuvres would take place between 
July 10 and Aug. 30 and were designed to test the ability of the 
central command to gather forces in a theatre of war and execute 
air. ground and naval surface operations. Around 20,000 U.S. 
military men and women, 70 per cent of them navy personnel 
and marines aboard 22 ships, are deployed year-round in the 
Gulf region — about four times more than before the 1991 Gulf 
war. 

Rights group: Israel maltreating Arabs 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — An Israeli civil rights group 
slammed the Jewish state on Monday over its treatment of 
Israeli Arabs, Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza and for- 
eign workers. The Association for Civil Rights in Israel ( ACRT) 
said some Palestinians died because they could not travel to 
Israel for medical treatment after Israel sealed off the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip earlier this year. The ACRJ said in a report (hat 
Jewish citizens enjoyed freedoms comparable to those in most 
Western countries, but “minorities'' did not fere as welL “As a 
democracy, the state of Israel respects toe most basic human 
rights of its citizens, most notably toe individual’s right to life," 
it said. 'The position of residents of toe territories under Israeli 
control — in the West Bank and to a certain extent in the Gaza 
Strip and southern Lebanon — is completely different" The 
report cited the Israeli closure of the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
after suicide bombers killed 59 people in Israel in February and 
March. Thousands of Palestinians have been barred from reach- 
ing their jobs in Israel. 


Militias preparing for Mogadishu battle 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — Waning militias were gearing up 
Monday for a battle for overall control of the Somali capital 
Mogadishu, with fighters from four separate factions taking up 
defensive positions, an AFP correspondent observed. Sporadic 
shooting continued at toe “green line" dividing the city and in 
the south Mogadishu enclave of Medina after three days of 
fighting which left at least 45 killed and around 100 wounded. 
Four of Somalia's many faction leaders appeared to be shaping 
up for a fight over who is to control this shattered city; General 
Mohammad Farah Aidid, who already commands much of 
south Mogadishu; Ali Mabdi Mohammad, who controls the 
capital north of the "green line;’’ Medina commander Musa 
Sudi Yalahow, who is allied with Ali Mahdi; and Os man 
Hassan Ali “Atto." Gen. Aidid's former financier but now his 
bitter foe. Gen. Aidid's forces pushed several kilometres into 
Medina in the earlier fighting, but witnesses said they had 
retreated Monday. Mr. Yalahow told reporters his men had cap- 
tured one double-barrelled anti-aircraft gun and two “techni- 
cals" — pickup-trucks with heavy weapons mounted. 

Indian shot dead for tiie sake of $1,000 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — An Indian man was shot dead in toe 
street by an aimed robber for the sake of $1,000 he had with- 
drawn from a Kuwaiti bank moments earlier, newspapers 
reported on Monday. An unidentified assailant fired two fatal 
shots at Khaled Abdul Rahman Pbtoiyaveetel, an Indian citizen, 
on Sunday after he refused to hand over some 300 dinars 
($1,000) he had withdrawn from the bank on official business, 
the reports said. Pothiyaveetel was rushed to hospital near the 
industrial estate just outside Kuwait City where die attack took 
place, but was dead on arrival. The ass ailant fled leaving toe 
gun and toe money scattered at the scene of the attack. The 
reports said Pothiyaveetel was 39 and married with two chil- 
dren. 


OSCE decision takes Sarajevo by surprise 


SARAJEVO (R) — 

Monday’s pledge by the head 
of toe OSCE's Bosnia mis- 
sion to bar the leading Serb 
nationalist SDS party from 
September elections unless it 
removes the indicted war 
criminal at its bead has caught 
Sarajevo by surprise. 

In a city increasingly known 
for diplomatic equivocation. 
Ambassador Robert 

Frowick’s straightforward 
statement that the SDS would 
be banned so long as Radovan 
Karadzic remained its chair- 
man landed like a bombshell. 

“You're kidding at last 
somebody has taken a firm, 
hardline,” said John Fawcett, 
staff director of toe Soros 
Foundation-funded interna- 
tional crisis group which is 
monitoring implementation of 
toe Dayton peace plan in 
Bosnia. 

“This is a good move by 
Fro wick. There’s a risk, of 
course, that the SDS tries to 
run an election on its own, but 
let them. It’s time to turn up 
the heat’’ 

Ambassador Frowick, an 
American, made his 

announcement in Stockholm 
while addressing toe 

Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe's 
(OSCE) fifth parliamentary 
session. 


Under Dayton, OSCE has 
the daunting task of organis- 
ing Bosnia-wide elections on 
September 14. The peace 
accord bans all those indicted 
for war crimes from holding 
public office. 

Mr. Frowick and toe U.S. 
government recently made 
dear they regard the position 
of party chairman as a public 
office, a view not shared by 
some other important players 
in Bosnia including interna- 
tional mediator Carl BildL 

“What you’re seeing is the 
resurfacing of basic tensions 
between the toe United States 
and Europe," a UN. official 
with long experience in 
Bosnia said on Monday. 

“Bildt and Frowick have a 
basic disagreement on this 
matter. Bildt represents the 
majority European position 
which is not to let anything 
jeopardise the elections. The 
Americans are firm that 
Karadzic must go." 

Mr. Bildt spokesman Colum 
Murphy in Sarajevo on 
Monday said the mediator’s 
office would have no com- 
ment on Mr. Fro wick's state- 
ment 

Given that the SDS are the 
ruling party in the Serb 
Republic, Mr. Erowick’s clear 
hope is that it decides to dump 
Mr. Karadzic rather than be 


excluded from elections. 

Should SDS boycott the 
balloting, toe entire election 
could be called into question, 
in effect handing nationalist 
Serb hardliners a veto over the 
Dayton process. 

Mr. Karadzic recently hand- 
ed his powers, but not his tide, 
as president of that 49 per cent 
of Bosnia known as die Serb 
Republic to his vice- presi- 
dent, Biljana Plavsic. 

But he was reelected chair- 
man of the SDS, a position 
which enbles him to control 
the police, media and army 
and ensure that separatist Serb 
goals are not subsumed in the 
multi-ethnic democracy 
which Dayton set out to build 
in Bosnia. 

Mr. Plavsic reacted to Mr. 
Frowick’s Monday announce- 
ment with shock, saying: “We 
did not expect this." 

“Almost everything (from 
the international co mmun ity} 
is a pressure...We can find a 
solution up to a certain level, 
but below that level we cannot 
g°- 

Bosnian central government 
Prime Minister Hasan 
Murarovic welcomed toe 
Prowick’s statement as a con- 
firmation of the basic princi- 
ples of the Dayton accord. 



on the Palestinian track, first 
kept Mr. Sharon out of his 
original cabinet line-up 
announced on June 18. 

But Mr. Levy rebelled, 
refusing to accept toe foreign 
minis ter’s post until Mt 
Netanyahu made vague 
pledges to set up an infra- 
structure ministry. 

Two weeks later, when Mr. 
Netanyahu showed no sign 
of making good on bis 
promise. Ml Levy dropped 
his second bombshell by 
threatening to quit. 

Ml Sharon, bead of 
Likud’s far-right wing, has 
described Palestinian presi- 
dent as a “war criminal” and 
called for Israel to annex 
Jewish settlement areas on 
the West Bank. 

He has also urged the 
Jewish state not to go ahead 
with a troop pullback from 
the West Bank town of 
Hebron, set out in the auton- 
omy accords and seen by 
Washington as a key test of 
Ml Netanyahu’s commit- 
ment to peace. 


Genetically bred 
mosquitoes to 
fight malaria 

LONDON (R) — British 
scientists are working on a 
breed of genetically engi- 
neered mosquitoes to act as 
a sort of flying hypodermic 
needle against malaria, the 
Times newspaper said 
Monday. The paper said toe 
mosquitoes, which normal- 
ly spread malaria, would 
transfer a protein through 
their saliva to act as a vac- 
cine against the disease, 
which claims more than 
two mini on lives a year. 
“We are exceedingly excit- 
ed by the research,” Pro- 
fessor Bob Sinden of Im- 
perial College in London 
said. “It’s eminently logi- 
cal, and we are confident 
we can make it work." 
Sinden and Julian Cramp- 
ton of Liverpool University 
in northern England have 
already received a patent 
on the idea which would 
modify the insect’s salivary 
gland by introducing a for- 
eign gene. Crampton said 
the gene had been intro- 
duced to the mosquitoes 
and has successfully pro- 
duced an antigen in suffi- 
cient amounts. Mice will 
be used in the first labora- 
tory trials. 

Singaporeans 
should be more 
gracious, warm — 
premier 

SINGAPORE (R) — 

Singaporeans should take 
time out and be more gra- 
cious and warm despite 
their congested housing 
estates. Prime Minister 
Goh Chok Tong said. 
Launching Singapore’s na- 
tional courtesy campaign 
5unday,‘Mr.”~Gbh' ’kaiifc 
“When you receive an act 
of courtesy, it makes your 
day. If you receive an act of 
rudeness early in the morn- 
ing, it’s going to spoil your 
day. And living in Singa- 
pore, where you have three 
million people very tightly 
packed into housing estates 
neighbours to the right 
of you. neighbours to toe 
left of you, neighbours 
above you, neighbours 
below you — you need 
courtesy to make life pleas- 
ant," he said in a speech. 

Independence Day 
snags $95m at box 
office 

LOS ANGELES (R) — 
The alien invasion movie- 
independence Day has 
earned almost $95 million 
at the U.S. box office since 
opening Tuesday and is on 
track to become the fastest 
picture to break toe $100 
million mark, 20th Century 
Fox said Sunday. The 
movie, in which Will Smith 
and Jeff Goldblum battle 
aliens who have destroyed 
entire cities, grossed an 
estimated $94.7 million in 
the six-day Tuesday to 
Sunday period, said Tom 
Sherak, head of distribu- 
tion at Fox. The fastest 
movie to reach $100 mil- 
lion was Jurassic Park, 
which took nine days dur- 
ing a non-holiday period in 
1993. Mr. Sherak said in an 
interview Independence 
Day would pass that mark 
Monday, although its per- 
formance was boosted by 
the July 4 holiday which 
saw many people take 
Friday off too. “People 
have been coining back to 
see it. It’s like a concert, 
they’re nuts about it,” said 
Mr. Sherak. Fox is owned 
by Australian media mogul 
Rupert Murdoch’s News 
Corp. “ft’s an event picture 
and they talk to the screen. 
Independence Day, which 
reportedly cost about $70 
million to make, earned 
$11.1 million from “sneak 
previews” Tuesday night 
and a further $83.5 million 
in the next five days fol- 
lowing its “official” 
Wednesday open. 
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